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Department of Mines, 
Petroleum and Exploration 

Seven  
Golden 
Rules
for prospecting

www.dmpe.wa.gov.au/prospectingwa

Regional Offices 
Broome Office  
(Liaison Office) 
Ph: 0428 714 402

Geraldton 
Level 1 
201 Foreshore Drive 
Geraldton WA 6530 
Ph: (08) 9222 3119

Kalgoorlie 
20 Hunter Street 
West Kalgoorlie  
WA 6430 
Postal address: 
Locked Bag 405 
Kalgoorlie WA 6433 
Ph: (08) 9021 9494

Karratha 
Level 2, The Quarter,  
20 Sharpe Avenue 
Box 518 
Karratha WA 6714 
Ph: (08) 9186 8888

Leonora 
13 Rochester Street 
Box 173 
Leonora WA 6438 
Ph: (08) 9037 7546

Marble Bar 
Mining Registrar and 
office is now located  
in Perth.

Mineral House 
Level 1 
100 Plain Street 
East Perth WA 6004 
Postal address: 
Locked Bag 100 
East Perth WA 6892 
Ph: (08) 9222 3812

Meekatharra 
Please refer to our  
Geraldton office.

Mount Magnet 
51 Hepburn Street 
Box 13 
Mt Magnet WA 6638 
Ph: (08) 9963 4040 

Perth Office 
General Tenement 
Enquiries 
Information Centre 
First Floor 
Mineral House  
100 Plain Street 
East Perth WA 6004 
Ph: (08) 9222 3333

Southern Cross 
71 Canopus Street 
Southern Cross 
WA 6426 
Ph: (08) 9049 1682 

Government of Western Australia

Department of Mines, Petroleum  
and Exploration
8.30am – 4.30pm

Mineral House, 100 Plain Street
East Perth, Western Australia 6004 
Tel: +61 8 9222 3333
Fax: +61 8 9222 3862

Online
Website: www.dmpe.wa.gov.au 
Email: mineraltitles.enquiries@dmpe.wa.gov.au

Mailing address
Locked Bag 100
East Perth WA 6892

This publication is available on request in  
other formats.  
National Relay Service: 13 36 77 
Translating and Interpreting Service (TIS) 13 14 50

N.B. The information contained in this pamphlet is 
designed to assist in gaining a general awareness 
of the requirements of the Mining Act 1978 and is 
not intended to be a substitute for understanding 
the statutory requirements of the Act and 
Regulations thereunder.



MARBLE BAR
see PERTH

see PERTH

PERTH/
MARBLE BAR South West

1 Safety first
•	 Make sure you have enough water, fuel, 

maps and first aid supplies.
•	 Importantly, be sure to take a registered 

Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) – it may 
be your most important safety device.

2 Obtain a Miner’s Right
when prospecting on available 
Crown land. 

3 Obtain a 40E permit
prior to prospecting within an exploration 
tenement (if you don’t have written 
permission from the tenement holder).

4 Get written permission
from the tenement holder when 
prospecting on:
•	 a mining lease;
•	 an exploration licence (if you  

don’t have a 40E permit); or
•	 a prospecting licence.

5 Comply with all legal 
requirements
when prospecting on a pastoral lease. 
You cannot prospect within 100 metres of 
any occupied building or within 400 metres 
of any livestock watering point without the 
consent of the pastoralist.

6 Show respect when on  
Crown land 
because it is used by other people or set 
aside for many purposes.

7 Fill any holes 
that you dug and repair ground that has 
been disturbed.

The most common prospecting 
permit used by tourists visiting 
Western Australia is a Miner’s 
Right. This permit allows holders to 
prospect on Crown land with hand-
held tools (such as a metal detector) 
and to take and keep samples or 
specimens up to 20 kilograms.

A Miner’s Right permit can be 
obtained from any Mining  
Registrar’s office for a prescribed  
fee per person.

Permit holders need to be aware that 
Crown land can be used for many 
purposes and should respect the 
rights of others.

To learn more about the different  
permits and permissions required  
for prospecting in Western Australia, 
please refer to the Seven Golden 
Rules for Prospecting (left). 
For more information about 
prospecting, please visit your nearest 
Mining Registrar’s office to obtain 
a copy of Prospecting in Western 
Australia or download it from: 
www.dmpe.wa.gov.au/
prospectingwa

To find your nearest Mining 
Registrar’s office, please consult the 
list on the back page of this brochure 
or visit: 
www.dmpe.wa.gov.au/
regionaloffices

Mining Registrar Offices and Mineral Field Boundaries  
of Western Australia

Legend
	 Mining Registrar Offices

	 Liaison Officers

	 Mining Districts

	 Mineral Fields

Mining Registrar Admin Boundaries
	 eg KALGOORLIE
 
	 N.B. - Cocos Keeling and Christmas Islands  
	 are administered by Head Office, District 70

DID YOU KNOW the maximum penalty  
for an individual prospecting  

illegally is $150,000?


