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About this book

The Department of Communities 

wrote this factsheet.

When you see the word ‘we’ it means 

the people who work at Communities.

We wrote it in an easy to read way.

We use pictures to explain things.

You can get someone to help you:

•	 read this factsheet

•	 know what this book is about

You can ask for more information.
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What is Elder Abuse

Elder Abuse causes harm, sadness 

and worry to an older person.

It can be by someone the older  

person trusts.

It can be by a family member or  

a friend.

1. 	 Elder Abuse is someone 

spending your money or 

using your house without you 

agreeing

2. 	 Elder Abuse is someone 

threatening you or trying to 

control you

3. 	 Elder Abuse is someone not 

caring for you by not giving you 

food or your medicine or not 

letting you go to the doctor
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What is Elder Abuse

4. 	 Elder Abuse is social abuse, 

someone not letting you see your 

family and friends

5. 	 Elder Abuse is physical abuse, 

someone hurting and hitting 

you

6. 	 Elder Abuse is also sexual 

abuse, someone forcing an 

older person to do sexual acts 

when they do not want to

Often older people will feel scared 

and helpless.
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What is Elder Abuse

Sometimes older people do                 

not want to ask for help.

They do not want their loved one to 

get into trouble.

1 in 6 older people in Western 

Australia will be abused. Many 

people do not ask for help.

Everyone should feel safe and not 

be hurt.

You are not alone, ask for help.
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You can call 1300 724 679 for help.

Ask your questions to the Elder 

Abuse Helpline workers.

Elder Abuse Helpline workers can 

give you the phone numbers to 

more places that can help you.

Help is on this website Elder abuse 

support services and resources 

(www.wa.gov.au)

How to get help

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/elder-abuse-support-services-and-resources
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/elder-abuse-support-services-and-resources
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/elder-abuse-support-services-and-resources
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Contact Us

You can email us at:  

ElderAbuse@communities.wa.gov.au

This Easy Read factsheet is a general 

guide and was created using pictures with 

permission from Age-positive image library 

| Centre for Ageing Better (ageing-better.org.

uk); www.freepik.com pictures by kstudio, 

goonerua and Drazen Zigic; www.pexels.com 

pictures by Pixabay, Teona Swift and Duong 

Nhan;

Easy to Understand • Developmental 

Disability WA - DDWA

Anyone can share and copy this book for 

free.

No one can sell this book for money.
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