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 Table of the main changes coming into operation as ‘applied’ legislation in WA from 1 November 2026OFFICIAL


Child Safety Amendments – ‘applied’ in Western Australia (WA) from 1 November 2026
Table of the main changes coming into operation as ‘applied’ legislation in WA from 1 November 2026.

The Child Safety Amendments to the National Law (NL) and National Regulations (NR) commenced in all non-WA jurisdictions from 10 December 2025 to 27 February 2026 under the
· Early Childhood Legislation Amendment (Child Safety) Act 2025 (CS Act) – Victorian Parliament, December 2025
· Education and Care Services National Further Amendment Regulations 2025 (Set One Regulations) - made by Education Ministers in December 2025
· Education and Care Services National Amendment Regulations 2026 (Set Two Regulations) - made by Education Ministers in February 2026.

Modifications for the purpose of ‘applying’ the Child Safety Amendments in WA are set out in the:
· Education and Care Services National Law Application Act 2026 (Application Act)
· Education and Care Services National Law Application (Local Regulations) Regulations 2026 (Local Regulations).

The Table below sets out the main changes and dates relating to the changes coming into operation as ‘applied’ legislation in WA.



	Item
	Matter that is being legislated
	Relevant provisions

	Date commenced in non-WA jurisdictions
	Date tabled in WA Parliament
	Date commencing in WA

	1
	New National Early Childhood Worker Register:

New section 225(1)(ga)

 
New sections 269A – 269H – provides for one-month initial implementation by 27 March 2026


New regulation 154A inserted – information for section 269B(2)(e) purposes

New regulation 154B inserted – prescribed time for giving information to National Authority – 14 days 

WA modification – new regulation 154B(3) - provides for transition period of one month ending 30 November 2026

	

See CS Act section 104

Section 107



Set One Regulation 70

Set One Regulation 70

Local Regulation 28A 

	

27 February 2026


27 February 2026



27 February 2026


27 February 2026
	

5 May 2026


5 May 2026



5 May 2026


5 May 2026

	

1 November 2026


1 November 2026



1 November 2026


1 November 2026


1 November 2026

	2
	Child protection and safety training: 

Substituted section 162A and new section 162B – child protection and child safety training

New Division 4A in Part 4.4 – National Regulations 128A, 128B; and
New Division 4B in Part 4.4 – National Regulations 128C – 128E 

National Regulations 146 and 147 amended 



National Regulations 153 and 154A amended 



New National Regulation 179A – record of child safety training


New National Regulations 417 and 418 and 419, and transitional provisions 420 - 425


WA modification – modifies regulations 417, 418 and 419 (training to be completed by 30 April 2027) and inserts new regulation 419A – training completed before 1 November 2026 is taken to satisfy the requirements.


	

see CS Act section 78

Set Two Regulations item [5]


Set Two Regulations items [6] [7]

Set Two Regulations items [11] [16]

Set Two Regulations item [18]

Set Two Regulations item [28]

Local Regulations 47B – 47E
	

27 Feb 2026



27 Feb 2026




27 Feb 2026



27 Feb 2026



27 Feb 2026



27 Feb 2026
	

5 May 2026



5 May 2026




5 May 2026



5 May 2026



5 May 2026



5 May 2026
	

1 November 2026



1 November 2026




1 November 2026



1 November 2026



1 November 2026



1 November 2026



1 November 2026



	3
	Working with children checks: 

New National Regulations 176B and 176C  – staff member and volunteer to advice approved provider of any change in status within 24 hours, and approved provider to notify RA within 24 hours

New jurisdiction specific changes – must hold a WWCC
Part 7.2 NSW – new regulation 268
Part 7.4 NT – new regulation 295
Part 7.7 Tas – regulation 344 amended
Part 7.8 Vic – substituted regulation 358

Part 7.9 WA – substituted regulation 384 – but then see Local Regulation that deletes this from ‘applying’

WA modification – deletes Part 7.9 Division 6 from commencing in WA.  National Regulation 384 will not apply in WA until Local Regulation 47A is revoked.


	

Set Two Regulations item [17] 



Set Two Regulations items [21] - [27] 





Local Regulation 47A


	

27 February 2026





27 February 2026
	

5 May 2026





5 May 2026




	

1 November 2026





N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A


Not yet determined


1 November 2026

	4
	Paramount consideration

New section 2A – ‘paramount consideration’: safety, rights and best interests of children

Section 3 amended – ‘paramount consideration’ is a guiding principle

	

see CS Act section 61

see CS Act sections 62

	

27 February 2026


27 February 2026
	

5 May 2026


5 May 2026
	

1 November 2026


1 November 2026


	5
	Tripled penalty amounts and new infringement offences:

Three-fold increase to penalties under all National Law sections – for example – 

$3,400 to $10,200 (for example, section 36(3) NL)
$22,900 to $68,700 (for example, section 188 NL)
$57,400 to $172,200 (for example, section 19(4) NL)

New Infringement offences – National Law provisions for which infringement notices can be issued – section 291 amended

Three-fold increase to penalties under all National Regulations – for example -

$2,200 to $6,600 

New Infringement offences – National Regulations provisions for which infringement notices can be issued – regulation 190 amended


New Infringement offences – National Regulations provisions for which infringement notices can be issued – regulation 190 amended


	

CS Act Part 3 
sections 13 -60 (other than section 56)



See s 56 CS Act

See Set One Regulations  
5 – 61, 63 and 64

Set One Regulations 62 and 73


Set Two Regulations item [19]
	

2 January 2026






2 January 2026


2 January 2026




2 January 2026 (r 62) and 27 February 2026 (r 73)


27 February 2026
	

5 May 2026






5 May 2026


5 May 2026




5 May 2026





5 May 2026


	

1 November 2026






1 November 2026


1 November 2026




1 November 2026





1 November 2026



	6
	Awareness of child protection law

National Regulation 84 amended – ‘whether or not the person works with children’


	
Set Two Regulations item [3]
	

27 February 2026
	

5 May 2026
	

1 November 2026


	7
	Devices in ECEC: 

 New Part 6A (new sections 175A – 175J) – devices in education and care services

Prescribed information to be kept of authorisation to possess or control device – new Subdivision 2A – new regulations 179A and 179B


	

see CS Act sections 81

Set One Regulation 72

	

27 February 2026


27 February 2026
	

5 May 2026


5 May 2026



	

1 November 2026


1 November 2026 



	8
	Inappropriate conduct: 

 New section 166A inserted into NL – offence relating to inappropriate conduct

	

see CS Act section 79

	

27 Feb 2026
	

5 May 2026


	

1 November 2026



	9
	Direction to suspend staff member, volunteer, nominated supervisor; or require supervision, or require training: 

New sections 178A – 178E


New offence provisions – failure to comply with undertaking

	


see CS Act section 84

section 88
	


27 February 2026


27 February 2026
	


5 May 2026


5 May 2026

	


1 November 2026


1 November 2026 


	10
	Approved provider to approve areas

National Regulation 116(2)(b) amended areas to be assessed as suitable - areas outside but near the residence


New regulation 116AA – approved provider to approve areas intended to be used for providing education and care

Display of information in regulation 173A amended

Schedule 3 amended – can give a compliance direction

	

Set One Regulations - 67

68


71  

74
	

27 February 2026



27 February 2026


27 February 2026

27 February 2026
	

5 May 2026



5 May 2026


5 May 2026

5 May 2026
	

1 November 2026



1 November 2026 


1 November 2026

1 November 2026

	11
	Family day care services premises: 

Inserts new section 197A and 199A – powers of entry


	

see CS Act sections 94, 96
	

27 February 2026

	

5 May 2026

	

1 November 2026


	12
	Recruitment agencies:

New definition of “recruitment agency” inserted in section 5 NL


New section 188B – offence to make a false statement to or mislead a recruitment agency

New sub-section 206A – authorised officers may require recruitment agency to provide information

Substituted sub-section 215(6) – Regulatory Authority may require recruitment agency to provide information [does not apply in WA]

Substituted sub-section 272(1)  - National Authority (ACECQA) or Regulatory Authority may disclose information to approved provider in certain circumstances

New section 272A - National Authority (ACECQA) or Regulatory Authority may disclose information to recruitment agency in certain circumstance




	

see CS Act section 3

see CS Act section 5

see CS Act section 7

see CS Act section 8


see CS Act section 9


see CS Act section 10

	

10 Dec 2025


10 Dec 2025


10 Dec 2025


10 Dec 2025



10 Dec 2025



10 Dec 2025


	

5 May 2026


5 May 2026


5 May 2026


5 May 2026



5 May 2026



5 May 2026


	

1 November 2026


1 November 2026


1 November 2026


N/A



1 November 2026



1 November 2026



	13
	Related providers: 

Definitions – in particular ‘related provider’, ‘systemic risk’ and ‘related provider determination’ - new sections 5B, 5D, 5C 


Various sections that apply to ‘related provider’ or ‘systemic risk’ and Regulatory Authority powers, including making a ‘related provider determination’

Sections 13(2A), 23(2A), 25(2), 31(2), 45(1A), 47(2A), 49(1A), 55(2A), 70(2), 77(2), 90(ab), 173(1A), 176(2A), 177(2A), 179A(2A), 182(4), 199, 200(1), 206B, 216A, 216B, 216C, 266(ab), 270(1)(da), 271(3A), 271(8)




New National Regulation 191A – information to be provided to Regulatory Authority under new section 216C


	 

see CS Act sections 63 and 64

see CS Act sections 65, 66, 67, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 76, 77,
and
80, 82, 83, 85, 89, 95, 97,
98, 100, 106, 108, 109 


Set Two Regulations item [20]

	

27 February 2026



27 February 2026












27 Feb 2026


	

5 May 2026



5 May 2026











5 May 2026



	

1 November 2026



1 November 2026











1 November 2026




	14
	Reviewable decisions: 

Section 190(h) substituted and new paragraphs inserted – internal review

Section 192(b)(vi) deleted – decision to give a prohibition notice or to refuse to cancel a prohibition notice

	

See CS Act section 92

See CS Act section 93

	

27 February 2026


27 February 2026
	

5 May 2026


5 May 2026


	

1 November 2026


1 November 2026 



	15
	Other amendments – refer to remainder of CS Act and Set One and Two Regulations not dealt with above

Examples are:

Section 284 amended – changes the 2-year limitation period for the commencement of proceedings from ‘date of offence’ to ‘date when regulator became aware of offence’, and provides for ‘stop the clock’ if other proceedings are being progressed


Renumbering and other changes to integrate the amendments – examples - sections 27, 72, 187, 217


First aid qualifications in regulation 4 and regulation 136(4A) amended

Service waivers regulation 41(b) amended


Compliance directions – Schedule 3 amended (insert 116AA)



Regulation references to ‘student’ deleted




New section 324A – powers to make transitional regulations to support orderly implementation of changes made by the CS Act

	




see CS Act section 11




CS Act sections 68, 75, 91 and 101 

Set One Regs 65 and 69

Set One Reg 66


Set One Reg 74
Set Two Reg item [29]

Set Two Regulations items [4] [8] [9] and [10]

see CS Act section 12


	




10 December 2025




27 February 2026



27 February 2026


27 February 2026


27 February 2026



27 February 2026




10 December 2026
	




5 May 2026





5 May 2026



5 May 2026


5 May 2026


5 May 2026



5 May 2026




5 May 2026


	




1 November 2026





1 November 2026



1 November 2026


1 November 2026


1 November 2026



1 November 2026




1 November 2026




	
	End
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