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I am pleased to release the Full Government Response (the Response) to the 
Methamphetamine Action Plan Taskforce Final Report (the Taskforce Report). 
This Response reaffirms the State Government’s commitment to addressing 
issues associated with methamphetamine use in Western Australia.

The Methamphetamine Action Plan and subsequent Taskforce Report 
align with Our Priorities for A Safer Community, promoting the overall aim 
of reducing illicit drug use in Western Australia. The State Government 
is committed to achieving Our Priorities and continues to work with 
stakeholders to ensure collective action to establish effective responses to 
methamphetamine related issues.

Whilst it is pleasing to see a decrease in methamphetamine and illicit drug 
use in Western Australia, there is no room for complacency. From 2017-18  
to 2021-22, the State Government has invested $171.4 million in the 
implementation of the Methamphetamine Action Plan and related initiatives  
to reduce demand, harm and supply.  

The development of the Methamphetamine Action Plan Taskforce (the 
Taskforce) was a commitment of the Methamphetamine Action Plan. The 
subsequent report acknowledged the State Government’s work to combat 
methamphetamine and made 57 recommendations relating to education, 
intervention, treatment and support services, reducing harm and use, meeting 
regional needs, pathways following treatment, cross-sector collaboration and 
evaluation. 

I would like to acknowledge the members of the Taskforce and the work 
that was undertaken to understand and communicate the complexities 
of methamphetamine use in such a comprehensive report, and thank the 
members of the Western Australian community that participated in the 
consultation process, providing valuable insights to the Taskforce.

Acknowledgement also goes to the Mental Health Commission for leading 
the development of the Response. I commend the continued commitment 
from the agencies represented on the Methamphetamine Action Plan Senior 
Officers’ Working Group, chaired by the Mental Health Commission, to ensure 
the Response is coordinated, evidence-based and reflects best practice. 

The Response represents our ongoing commitment to provide more help 
for people and their families. We have funded more crisis support, more 
prevention, education and harm reduction services; and more workers so that 
people can access the help they need, when and where they need it.

HON ROGER COOK MLA
DEPUTY PREMIER  |  MINISTER FOR HEALTH; MENTAL HEALTH

NOTE FROM THE DEPUTY PREMIER 
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The Full Government Response (the Response) to the Methamphetamine 
Action Plan Taskforce Final Report (the Taskforce Report) adopts an across 
government approach in addressing methamphetamine related harms.

The complexity of methamphetamine use and the recognition of the 
Methamphetamine Action Plan Taskforce (the Taskforce) that it must be 
viewed as a health and community issue has been acknowledged. While law 
enforcement based initiatives are essential in tackling methamphetamine use, 
they cannot stand alone. The State Government has committed to implement 
a range of initiatives across supply, demand and harm reduction in order 
to minimise the harm to individuals, families and the community caused by 
methamphetamine use.

These initiatives will see the expansion of treatment for priority groups in 
the regions (including more beds), the development of safe places and 
increased support for individuals and families in crisis, an investment in the 
alcohol and other drug workforce to ensure the maintenance of high quality 
support services, and a continued focus on education, prevention and harm 
reduction. 

The Response has been developed in line with the National Drug Strategy 
2017-2026, the Western Australian Mental Health, Alcohol and Other Drug 
Services Plan 2015-2025 and the Western Australian Alcohol and Drug 
Interagency Strategy 2018-2022.

The work of the Methamphetamine Action Plan Senior Officer’s Working 
Group has ensured that the Response is founded on an ongoing 
commitment across sectors to develop an integrated approach to preventing 
methamphetamine problems from occurring in the first place, intervening 
early before problems become entrenched, and providing treatment and 
support services for those who need it.

I would like to thank those who have contributed to the development of 
the Response. The Mental Health Commission is committed to working 
in collaboration with other Government departments and stakeholders to 
achieve positive outcomes for the community in relation to methamphetamine 
related harm. 

The release of this Response marks a critical step towards the continued 
development and implementation of initiatives to prevent and reduce 
methamphetamine related harm in Western Australia.

TIMOTHY MARNEY
MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSIONER |
CHAIR OF METHAMPHETAMINE ACTION PLAN SENIOR OFFICERS WORKING GROUP

NOTE FROM THE MENTAL HEALTH 
COMMISSIONER
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Methamphetamine use continues to be a significant concern within the 
Western Australian community. Its effects are far-reaching and the impacts are often 
devastating for the individuals themselves, their families and communities. 

The Australian National Drug Strategy Household Survey 2016 shows a significant 
decrease in the percentage of Western Australians using methamphetamines (from 3.8% 
in 2013 to 2.7% in 2016). However in Western Australia, methamphetamine use has been 
consistently higher than national levels (2.7% compared to 1.4% nationally). In 2016, 
methamphetamine became the drug of most serious concern to the general community, 
overtaking alcohol and more than doubling the level of concern in 2013 (16.1% to 40%). 

In an effort to reduce methamphetamine use and related harms in Western Australia, 
the State Government invested $171.4 million in a range of initiatives targeting prevention 
and early intervention, treatment and support, and law enforcement as part of the 
Methamphetamine Action Plan.

The Methamphetamine Action Plan Taskforce (the Taskforce) was created as an across 
government initiative to gather further information on the impact of methamphetamine 
use in Western Australia and provide advice to the government on opportunities to 
improve service delivery, increase cross-sector collaboration and measure performance. 

The Methamphetamine Action Plan Taskforce Final Report (the Taskforce Report) 
was released on 26 November 2018, providing 57 recommendations to government. 
Given the prior funding of initiatives related to law enforcement and supply reduction, 
the recommendations of the Taskforce Report primarily focus on harm and demand 
reduction. The immediate government response to the Taskforce Report outlined six 
key actions that could be immediately progressed in responding to those in crisis. 
These actions build on, and complement, the range of alcohol and other drug, mental 
health programs and services currently being implemented in Western Australia.

The Full Government Response to the Taskforce Report (the Response) has been 
developed by the Methamphetamine Action Plan Senior Officer’s Working Group 
agencies, led by the Mental Health Commission. Development was guided by 
the ultimate aim of providing more help for individuals and families impacted by 
methamphetamine use. The subsequent investment of $42.5 million into initiatives 
funded in the 2019-20 budget process reflect the State Government’s commitment 
to providing more support to individuals and families in crisis, more help when and 
where it is needed, more workers to provide support and more prevention, education 
and harm reduction programs. The Response aligns to the National Drug Strategy 
2017-2026 framework of harm minimisation: supply reduction, demand reduction, and 
harm reduction; Western Australian Alcohol and Drug Interagency Strategy 2018-2022;  
Western Australian Mental Health, Alcohol and Other Drug Services Plan 2015-2025; 
and the National Ice Action Strategy 2015.
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BACKGROUND

1 The use of the term ‘Aboriginal’ within this document refers to both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

2 Government of Western Australia, Methamphetamine Action Plan Taskforce Final Report (2018). Published by the 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet, Western Australia, November 2018. Available from www.dpc.wa.gov.au.

As part of the 2017 election, the Government committed to a state-wide, integrated Methamphetamine 
Action Plan (MAP) to reduce demand, supply and harm through the coordinated implementation of 
initiatives across Government. This included the establishment of the Methamphetamine Action Plan 
Taskforce (the Taskforce) on 26 June 2017. The key responsibilities of the Taskforce were to provide 
advice to the government on how programs could be best delivered and targeted to the areas of 
greatest need, to identify opportunities for cross-sector collaboration, and to advise on the best ways 
to measure the performance and success of the Government’s initiatives. Information regarding the 
Taskforce appointment and Terms of Reference are provided at Appendix 1. On 5 July 2018, the 
Directors General Implementation Group (DGIG) established the Methamphetamine Action Plan Senior 
Officers’ Working Group (MAP SOWG) to develop this Full Government Response (the Response) to 
the recommendations generated by the Methamphetamine Action Plan Taskforce Final Report (the 
Taskforce Report). Further information on the MAP SOWG is provided at Appendix 2. 

The MAP and the Taskforce Report recommendations align with Our Priorities: Sharing Prosperity. 
Our Priority for A Safer Community and reaffirms the Government’s commitment to prevention, early 
intervention, and targeted treatment in order to significantly reduce illicit drug use by 2022. Support of 
MAP related initiatives also strengthens the commitment to reducing youth reoffending as part of the 
commitment to the development of A Safer Community as methamphetamine use can be a motivating 
factor for other criminal behaviour.  A reduction in illicit drug use, including methamphetamine use, will 
lower the impact of short term risk and ultimately contribute to the prevention of long term health and 
other related harms in the Western Australian community. 

Taskforce Report 
In order to explore the impact of methamphetamine use in Western Australia, the Taskforce engaged 
in both research and broad consultation with individuals, families, communities and service providers, 
highlighting the complexity of methamphetamine use in our community. The Taskforce acknowledged 
that law enforcement measures are critical to reducing the supply of methamphetamine but the 
understanding that there is an indisputable link between disadvantage, ill-health and problematic drug 
use dictates that methamphetamine use must also be approached as a health and community issue. 

Released on 26 November 2018, the Taskforce Report included 57 recommendations to government 
across nine broad themes: helping people stay away from methamphetamine in the first place, 
intervening early to prevent entrenched use, providing treatment and support services for those 
seeking help, reducing the harm associated with methamphetamine use, regional communities, 
helping groups vulnerable to high rates of methamphetamine use, helping to rebuild a person’s life after 
methamphetamine, cross-sector collaboration and coordination, and measuring performance. 

The recommendations in the Taskforce Report represent independent advice to the State Government, 
with a Taskforce membership constituting individuals with experience across health, justice, Aboriginal1 
health issues, and local government. The Taskforce has “deliberately sought to challenge current thinking 
and encourage debate about taking a different approach” in their development of the recommendations2.
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Harm Minimisation Framework 
The Response to the Taskforce Report is closely aligned to the harm minimisation framework (Figure 1) 
that underpins the National Drug Strategy 2017-2026. This framework promotes a balanced approach 
across the three pillars of harm minimisation: demand reduction, supply reduction and harm reduction, 
in order to prevent and minimise the health, social and economic consequences of substance use on 
individuals, families and the community3. 

Harm Minimisation
Building safe, healthy and resilient communities through preventing,  

responding to and reducing alcohol, tobacco and other drug related health,  
social and economic harms.

Demand 
Reduction

Preventing the uptake and/
or delaying the onset of 
use of alcohol, tobacco 

and other drugs; reducing 
the misuse of alcohol, 

tobacco and other drugs 
in the community; and 
supporting people to 

recover from dependence 
through evidence-informed 

treatment.

Supply Reduction
Preventing, stopping, 

disrupting or otherwise 
reducing the production and 
supply of illegal drugs; and 
controlling, managing and/
or regulating the availability 

of legal drugs.

Harm Reduction
Reducing the adverse 

health, social and economic 
consequences of the use 
of drugs, for the user, their 

families and the wider 
community.

 

Figure 1 – Harm Minimisation Framework4

3 Australian Government. Department of Health. National Drug Strategy 2017-2026.  
Canberra: The Department; 2017. p 1. [accessed 2019 Jan 30]  
Available from https://beta.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-drug-strategy-2017-2026

4 Based on Commonwealth of Australia (Department of Health) material. 
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GOVERNMENT PROGRESS TO DATE 
The State Government has already committed $171.4 million to the implementation of its MAP and 
related initiatives to prevent and reduce methamphetamine related harms in Western Australia. These 
initiatives build on the current and comprehensive range of programs and services delivered including 
prevention and early intervention, treatment and support, law enforcement, and are supported through 
coordination, planning and evaluation. These initiatives are aligned to the MAP: Supporting Communities 
and Families (Appendix 3), as well as a range of other cross agency initiatives. Key achievements to 
date are outlined in Figure 2. 

93
TREATMENT 
BEDS

PLAN FOR 
TREATMENT 
SERVICES

POLICE ROAD 
SIDE TESTING

WA’S FIRST 
ALCOHOL AND 
DRUG TREATMENT 
PRISON FOR WOMEN

TOUGHER 
PENALTIES 

1.650 TONNE OF METH 
SEIZED TO DATE

across WA 
including 49 for 
the South West

in the Kimberley
delivered with a second 
facility for men in progress

for traffickers

Meth Border Force established with a record Introduced mental health 

EMERGENCY 
CENTRES

WHAT’S ALREADY UNDERWAY

Figure 2 – Methamphetamine Action Plan Existing Government Commitments
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On 26 November 2018, the State Government provided an immediate response to the Taskforce 
Report outlining key actions that could be immediately progressed in responding to those in crisis; 
highlighted in Figure 3. While the immediate response provides important initial actions in addressing 
key recommendations of the Taskforce Report, it is recognised that methamphetamine use is complex, 
requiring sustained effort across Government and across sectors including non-government service 
providers and the community. The Response will include a range of approaches across supply, demand 
and harm reduction. 

24 HOUR HELPLINE 
one stop shop to better support 
individuals and families

EXPAND 
police and mental 
health joint crisis 
response

Prioritise and target 
SCHOOL 
BASED 
EDUCATION 

Establish a 
mental health 
emergency 
centre in

PERTH’S 
EASTERN 
SUBURBSComprehensive whole of

GOVERNMENT 
RESPONSE
to methamphetamine use

Trial compulsory

CRISIS 
INTERVENTION 

EXTRA INITIATIVES BEING IMPLEMENTED

Figure 3 – Methamphetamine Action Plan Immediate Government Response
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INITIATIVES DEVELOPED IN RESPONSE 
TO THE REPORT
A range of initiatives related to the Taskforce Report recommendations have been funded through the 
2019-20 budget process, extending the state government’s commitment to preventing and reducing 
methamphetamine related harm in Western Australia. These initiatives provide an important step in 
achieving Our Priority for A Safer Community, supporting the reduction of illicit drug use through the 
implementation of approaches to reduce methamphetamine supply, demand and harm for individuals, 
families and the community. 

These initiatives will provide more help when and where it is needed through access to 
more prevention, education, harm reduction and quality treatment services for people using 
methamphetamine and their families. 
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TOUGHER 
PENALTIES 
for traffickers

More Support for Individuals and Families in Crisis

More Help When and Where it’s Needed

More Workers to Provide Support

More Education, Prevention and Harm Reduction

68,911  
roadside drug 
tests completed

1.650 TONNE OF METH 
seized to date

Meth Border Force established with a record

Invested by the McGowan Government to strengthen its  
METHAMPHETAMINE ACTION PLAN 2019-20$42.5M

BUILDING SAFER COMMUNITIES

EXPANSION 
of police and mental health joint crisis 
response across all metropolitan areas 

ADDITIONAL 
low medical  
withdrawal beds

STRONG SPIRIT 
STRONG MIND

SCHOOL DRUG 
EDUCATION AND ROAD 
AWARENESS PROGRAM

CRISIS 
INTERVENTION 
CENTRE IN 
MIDLAND

PEER EDUCATION 
PROGRAM

DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION 
of harm reduction measures in the 
South West and Great Southern

PLANNING 
for expansion of the police and 
mental health joint crisis response 
program into regional areas and 
for those experiencing alcohol 
and other drug related crisis 

EXPANSION OF 
SERVICES 
for people in the Kimberley 
including a comprehensive 
youth service

AOD 
FRONTLINE 
WORKFORCE 
TRAINING

AWARENESS RAISING
of prevention strategies

Expansion of the
TRANSITIONAL 
HOUSING AND 
SUPPORT PROGRAM

Planning for 
SHORT TERM 
SAFE PLACES 
for critical 
intervention

This builds on the McGowan Government’s total investment towards  
its Methamphetamine Action Plan which already includes  

enforcement initiatives that disrupt supply.
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STATE GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO ALL 
TASKFORCE RECOMMENDATIONS
The Taskforce Report outlines 57 recommendations focused on education, intervention, treatment and 
support services, reducing harm and use, meeting regional needs, pathways following treatment,  
cross-sector collaboration and evaluation. The State Government supports, supports in principles or 
notes 56 of the 57 recommendations. 

METHAMPHETAMINE 
TASKFORCE REPORT 
RECOMMENDATIONS57 SUPPORTED,  

SUPPORTED 
IN PRINCIPLE, 
OR NOTED

56
While initiatives to provide more help for people and their families described above are funded for 
implementation from 2019-20, Appendix 4 outlines the cross-government response and commitment 
across all Taskforce Report recommendations.

Responding to Complex Issues in a Comprehensive Way 
Addressing the harms relating to methamphetamine use is complex, including a number of interrelated 
individual and environmental factors. It is recognised that sustained and comprehensive across-government 
effort is required across the domains of harm minimisation: supply, demand and harm reduction.

Whilst the State Government significantly invests in law enforcement to reduce the supply of 
methamphetamine in Western Australia, focus continues to be directed towards addressing drug use 
primarily as a health issue. This is consistent with the approach of the Western Australian Alcohol and 
Drug Interagency Strategy 2018-2022 (the WAADIS) that aims to prevent and reduce the adverse 
impacts of alcohol and other drugs in the Western Australian community through the core elements of: 

 w Prevention first: Through a range of evidence-informed prevention initiatives, prevent illicit drug 
use and harms, legal substances that are inappropriately used and associated harm, harmful alcohol 
consumption, and associated impacts; and

 w Support for those who need it: Through evidence-based, effective treatment and support 
strategies, reduce use and associated impacts of illicit drugs, legal substances that are 
inappropriately used and harmful alcohol consumption.

Due to the complexities of issues, the State Government acknowledges that it is through the combined 
and comprehensive efforts of government, the non-government sector and the community that 
significant gains in preventing and reducing alcohol and other drug-related harm may be best achieved.
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GOVERNANCE, IMPLEMENTATION AND 
MONITORING
The Mental Health Commission (MHC) is the State Government agency responsible for alcohol and other 
drug strategies and services in Western Australia and is accountable to the Minister for Mental Health. As 
such, the implementation, monitoring and review of these strategies and services are led by the MHC in 
collaboration with other government agencies through the Western Australian Drug and Alcohol Strategic 
Senior Officers’ Group (DASSOG). The purpose of DASSOG is to provide a whole-of-government 
approach to addressing drug and alcohol issues within Western Australia in line with the WAADIS. 

Members of the DASSOG consist of government representatives with a range of portfolio areas as follows:

 w Department of Communities (child protection and family services; housing; local governments and 
communities including youth)

 w Department of Education (School Drug Education and Road Aware)

 w Department of Health

 w Department of Justice (Attorney General; corrections)

 w Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries (including multi-cultural interests; 
racing, gaming and liquor)

 w Mental Health Commission (mental health and alcohol and other drugs)

 w Western Australia Police Force (police; road safety)

It is through the combined efforts of the across-agency portfolio responsibilities outlined above and the 
introduction of whole-of-government targets that outcomes for the community will continue to be improved.

The DASSOG works closely with the Community Safety and Family Support Cabinet Sub-Committee 
(Sub-Committee), which is chaired by the Deputy Premier, the Hon Roger Cook, with membership 
consisting of the Attorney General, Minister for Community Services, Minister for Corrective Services, 
Minister for Education, and Minister for Police. The aim of the Sub-Committee is to direct and oversee 
integrated across-government policies including the MAP. The Sub-Committee works to identify 
opportunities for co-ordination and collaboration across policies and to ensure that the policies are being 
delivered as part of the Government’s broader policy goals. The Sub-Committee works closely with the 
DGIG to oversee the implementation of these policies.

In keeping with the recognised need to engage at the local level, consideration will be given to how best 
to involve local governments and communities as partners in the implementation of the initiatives aligning 
with the Response. 

Reporting
Agencies represented on the DASSOG are responsible for reporting against the WAADIS performance 
measures, annual key milestones and achievements through Agency Support Plans that more 
specifically outline their portfolio activities aligned to the goals of the WAADIS. As the Taskforce Report 
recommendations and the government responses provided align with both the WAADIS and the 
Premier’s Priorities, in addition to other alcohol and other drug related strategy and policy, initiatives 
developed in response to the Taskforce Report will be integrated into agency reporting through 
DASSOG. Where an agency is not currently represented on DASSOG and has initiatives to be addressed 
as part of the Response to the Taskforce Report recommendations, additional relevant reporting 
consistent with that of other DASSOG agencies will be negotiated. 

DASSOG reports will be available on the Mental Health Commission website: www.mhc.wa.gov.au.
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APPENDIX 1 - METHAMPHETAMINE ACTION 
PLAN TASKFORCE 

Taskforce Appointment 
The Methamphetamine Action Plan Taskforce (the Taskforce) was commissioned by the McGowan 
Government to provide advice and recommendations on what more could be done to reduce 
methamphetamine demand, supply and harm in Western Australia. 

The Taskforce was chaired by Mr Ron Alexander and included experts in the field of alcohol and other 
drug use, Aboriginal health, policing and regional development.

Terms of Reference 

Members
The Taskforce members and Chair will be endorsed by the Community Safety and Family Support 
Cabinet Sub Committee (the Sub-Committee) and approved by State Cabinet.

Function
The Sub-Committee will direct the Taskforce to provide advice and recommendations on specific issues 
relating to the implementation of the Methamphetamine Action Plan.

The Taskforce will respond to Sub-Committee requests for advice, identify opportunities for 
improvement, identify opportunities for cross-sector collaboration, and advise on the development of 
measurable performance indicators. 

The Taskforce may be required to establish time-limited advisory groups in order to obtain advice on 
specific issues or priority population groups. Advisory group members who identify as consumers, family 
members and/or carers will be offered participation payments and reimbursement for out of pocket 
expenses. 

The Taskforce will operate for the life of the Sub-Committee (unless directed otherwise) and will 
meet quarterly. Taskforce members are invited as individuals, rather than as representatives of their 
organisation and will keep in confidence all information related to confidential Cabinet deliberations. The 
Taskforce will receive direction from, and report to, the Sub-Committee.

Secretariat support for the Taskforce will be provided by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet and 
the Mental Health Commission.
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APPENDIX 2 - METHAMPHETAMINE 
ACTION PLAN SENIOR OFFICER’S 
WORKING GROUP
The Methamphetamine Action Plan Senior Officer’s Working Group (MAP SOWG) was established 
by the Directors General Implementation Group (DGIG) to develop an immediate and subsequent full 
government response to the Methamphetamine Action Plan Taskforce Final Report (the Report). 

Reducing the supply, demand and harm arising from methamphetamine is a complex issue requiring 
multi-agency and coordinated joint agency action. The MAP SOWG is Chaired by the Mental Health 
Commissioner and consists of representatives from:

 w Department of Communities

 w Department of Education 

 w Department of Health 

 w Department of Justice

 w Department of the Premier and Cabinet

 w Department of Treasury

 w Mental Health Commission

 w Office of Multicultural Interests

 w School Curriculum and Standards Authority 

 w WA Police Force

 w Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety 

Through the Chair, the MAP SOWG reports to and through the DGIG to the Community Safety and 
Family Support Cabinet Sub-Committee.

The Department of Treasury is represented on the MAP SOWG to support the development of initiatives 
and to provide advice on managing the financial implications arising, including Expenditure Review 
Committee (ERC) consideration.

In reviewing the Taskforce’s recommendations, the MAP SOWG have given due consideration to key 
areas such as prevention and anti-stigma, harm reduction, the specific needs of those in regional and 
remote locations, the requirement for culturally appropriate service provision, overall access to treatment, 
support and accommodation, system navigation and other crisis response options. Critical issues such 
as addressing the needs of those with co-occurring alcohol and other drug, and mental health issues 
have also been considered. 
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APPENDIX 3 – WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
METHAMPHETAMINE ACTION PLAN 2017: 
SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES AND FAMILIES 

State Government Commitment Status 

Invest an additional $2 million per annum 
into treatment facilities to respond to early 
intervention and severe methamphetamine 
dependence.

$16 million over four years (2018-19 to 2021-22) has 
been allocated to the Mental Health Commission 
(MHC) for the continuation of 60 existing treatment 
beds for residential rehabilitation and withdrawal 
services. MHC has negotiated contract extensions 
with existing service providers.  

Expand specialist drug services into rural 
and regional areas of need and open 
two specialised rehabilitation centres, 
one in the South West to cater for the 
long withdrawal and recovery period 
and high relapse rates associated with 
methamphetamine use. Services will be 
flexible and holistic.

$9.31 million over four years (2018-19 to 2021-22) 
has been allocated from the Royalties for Regions 
Program to the Mental Health Commission to 
establish up to 33 beds for alcohol and other drug 
residential rehabilitation and low medical withdrawal 
services in the South West. Nineteen of these beds 
opened in January 2019, with the provision of the 
remaining beds currently being negotiated. 

Expand specialist drug services into rural 
and regional areas of need and open two 
specialised rehabilitation centres one in the 
Kimberley to cater for the long withdrawal 
and recovery period and high relapse rates 
associated with methamphetamine use. 
Services will be flexible and holistic.

$200,000 from the Royalties for Regions Program 
was allocated to the Mental Health Commission to 
identify and undertake planning and consultation 
required to address the gaps in alcohol and other 
drug treatment services in the Kimberley in 2017-18. 
Consultation has been undertaken and release of the 
subsequent report is planned for mid-2019.

Introduce a Mental Health Observation 
Area (MHOA) at Royal Perth Hospital 
emergency department for those that 
require assistance and close supervision 
for up to 72 hours.

The State Government has provided $11.8 million 
from 2017-18 to 2019-20 to the Department of Health 
for a Mental Health Observation Area (MHOA) and 
an authorised Mental Health Unit at Royal Perth 
Hospital. 

These facilities will provide dedicated areas for mental 
health consumers with more complex issues who 
present to the Emergency Department, and will 
improve the patient flow by fast-tracking individuals to 
the right therapeutic setting.

The designs for both services have been developed 
and construction of the MHOA is on track to 
commence mid-2019. 
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State Government Commitment Status 

Work with drug and alcohol education 
agencies to ensure WA schools have the 
most up to date programs to better inform 
our young people.

Additional funding of $660,000 (from 2017-18 
to 2018-19) was provided to the Mental Health 
Commission to expand school drug education 
programs through those provided by the School Drug 
Education and Road Aware program. A continuation 
of funding for four years (2019-20 to 2022-23) has 
been sought via the 2019-20 budget process. 

Ice Breakers Program. Funding of $360,000 was provided for a two-year 
trial of the Ice Breakers Program with Albany Police 
and Citizens Youth Club to support people moving 
from methamphetamine dependence into recovery. 
The program will be evaluated at the conclusion of 
the trial.

Two dedicated drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation prisons from partitioning 
existing facilities, with increased drug 
dog detection and urinalysis and greater 
post release supervision of short term 
prisoners.

The State Government has approved the Department 
of Justice to establish of two dedicated alcohol and 
other drug rehabilitation prisons (one for women at 
Wandoo Rehabilitation Prison, and one for men) to 
assist in breaking the cycle of alcohol and other  
drug-related crime with $9.6 million in capital funding.

The women’s Wandoo Rehabilitation Prison 
commenced operation in 2018, with the men’s 
rehabilitation prison to be established as a part of 
the project to build four new units (512 beds) at 
Casuarina Prison (currently underway).

An additional $2.1 million for dedicated drug testing 
capabilities was allocated from 2017-18 to 2021-22. 

Establish a Prisoner Triage Unit in courts, 
staffed by 10 people to assess short term, 
non-violent prisoners for suitability to enter 
Rehab Prisons.

The prisoner triage unit operates from Wandoo 
Rehabilitation Prison as a mobile outreach unit based 
on an individual assessment model with $3.0 million 
in funding from 2017-18 to 2021-22. The triage unit 
for Casuarina will be developed as part of the service 
model for the Casuarina Expansion project which is 
underway.

Investigate ways to ‘fast-track’ 
guardianship and administration 
applications for methamphetamine users 
who are not able to make their own 
decisions and need help managing their 
affairs and rehabilitation.

A robust assessment of all guardianship and 
administration applications is undertaken by the State 
Administrative Tribunal on a case-by-case basis to 
determine the need to fast track applications. This 
equally applies to guardianship and administration 
applications for methamphetamine users.

If the assessment determines a need to expedite 
a guardianship and administration application for 
methamphetamine users based on risks to the 
person or their estate, the application is fast-tracked. 

Full Government Response to the Western Australian Methamphetamine Taskforce Report      21



State Government Commitment Status 

Establish a Meth Border Force within 
WA Police of 100 officers to stop 
methamphetamine coming into Western 
Australia, with an additional 100 sworn 
officers.

$104.1 million  has been allocated across five years 
(2017-18 to 2021-22) for an additional 100 sworn 
officers to establish a Meth Border Force within WA 
Police, to stop meth coming into Western Australia. 
Delivery is well underway with 100 police officer 
positions and 20 unsworn officer positions created.

Increase the maximum penalty for meth 
traffickers to life imprisonment.

The Misuse of Drugs Amendment 
(Methylamphetamine Offences) Bill 2017 was 
introduced into Parliament on 16 May 2016.  
The Methylamphetamine Offences Bill 2017 was 
passed in Parliament on 16 August 2017. 

Ensure WA Police have the resources 
to significantly increase the volume of 
roadside alcohol and drug testing of WA 
drivers.

Police resources of $4.8 million has been allocated 
to increase the volume of roadside alcohol and other 
drug testing, to conduct 40,000 roadside drug tests 
from 2017-18 to 2021-22. WA Police Force achieved 
the target number of tests for 2017-18 and is on track 
to achieve the 2018-19 targets.

Establish the MAP Taskforce to provide 
advice to the Sub-Committee on the 
implementation of the MAP.

The Methamphetamine Action Plan Taskforce was 
announced on 26 June 2017.

The Taskforce’s Report has been completed and 
presented to the State Government. This report was 
released on 26 November 2018. 
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APPENDIX 4 – STATE GOVERNMENT 
RESPONSE TO ALL TASKFORCE 
RECOMMENDATIONS
With the ultimate aim of preventing and reducing the adverse impacts of methamphetamine use in the 
Western Australian community, agency responses to the recommendations will be implemented, subject 
to Government fiscal capacity and regular budgetary processes, as part of an across-government 
approach.

The across-agency agreed responses, which have been applied to each recommendation noted in the 
Taskforce Report, are as below. 

Response Definition

Supported All elements of the recommendation are supported by the State 
Government.

Supported in Principle The State Government generally supports the intent or merit of the 
recommendation, but does not necessarily support the method for 
achieving the recommendation; and/or additional funding will be 
required to implement the recommendation.

Not Supported  This recommendation is not supported by the State Government. 

Noted The State Government notes the recommendation. 

The following table provides the State Government’s response to each of the Taskforce Report 
recommendations. Recommendations have been listed by lead agency, in order of most 
recommendations to least. 
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