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ANNO QUINQUAGESIMO SECUNDO

VICTORIA REGINAZ.

No. XXIII.

AN ACT to confer a Constitution on Western
Australia, and to grant a Civil List to Her

Majesty.
[ Reserved, 29th April, 1889.]
[Royal Assent Proclaimed, 21st October, 1890. ]

REAS by the thirty-second section of the Imperial Act
passed in the session holden in the thirteenth and fourteenth Presmble.

years of the Reign of Her present Majesty, intituled “ An Act for
the better Government of Her Majesty’s Australian Colonies,” it
was among other things enacted that, notwithstanding anything
thereinbefore contained, it should be lawiful for the Governor and
Legislative Council of Western Australia, from time to time, by any
Act or Acts, to alter the provisions or laws for the time being in
force under the said Act or otherwise concerning the election of
the elective members of such Legislative Council, and the gqualifica-
tion of electors and elective members, or to establish in the said
Colony, instead of the Legislative Council, a Council and a House of
Renvacontativee nr other senarate Tedidlative Houses. fo consist. of
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Proclamation Day

21 October 1890 -

The First Years

1. Captain James Stirling

2. The first Legislative
Council, 1832.

The first Legislative
Council met on
February 7, 1832, and
passed a bill presented
by Governor Stirling.
The men shown here
were all government
officials. From 1839
some leading settlers
were also appointed to
the Council.

Courtesy, Battye Library
409B

n 1829 the British settled the Swan River Colony.
Captain James Stirling was appointed Lieutenant
Governor and became the most powerful man in

| the colony. He was appointed directly by Britain
and his authority to draft laws and decide the colony’s
day-to-day affairs was supreme. He was answerable
only to London.

From 1832, the Governor appointed a Legislative
Council of four government officials to assist him

and in 1839, four leading colonists were also appointed.
Those appointed usually supported the views of

the Governor.

Later, more colonists were appointed to the Legislative
Council and it developed a more independent voice.
Eventually, some of these members were elected but
only by the very small number of colonists who
qualified to vote.

By 1859, all other Australian colonies had their own
parliaments. Colonists in Western Australia began
demanding the right to have a greater say in the
affairs of the colony. They argued for the right to
govern themselves.

The British Government was against the move to
establish a parliament in Western Australia because

of its slow rate of growth and the presence of convicts.
In 1865, and again in 1869, the citizens of the colony
petitioned the British Government to ask that they
elect representatives to some of the positions on the
Legislative Council.



Moving Towards

Responsible
Government

1. The Legislative
Council, 1872.

These men were members
of the partly elected
Legislative Council of
Western Australia in
1872.

Courtesy, Battye Library
52125P

2. Maternal Solicitude
Bulletin, 7 February
1888.

Britain was not eager to
allow the colony too
much independence.
Courtesy, Battye Library
WA Bulletin

3. The Executive
Council 1888.
Governor Broome is
seated at the middle,
while John Forrest, who
was a government
official at the time, is
standing behind him.
Courtesy, Battye Library
2328B

n 1870, the colonists won the right to elect some

members to the Legislative Council. However, the

Governor could still veto the Council’s decisions

and many colonists remained dissatisfied. They
wanted a fully-elected parliament to run the colony’s
affairs. Colonists continued to argue for self-government
and by the 1880s, the call for political change was so
strong that it could not be denied.

In 1887, the Legislative Council voted in favour of

a change to self-government. A new Constitution was
drafted by Governor Broome and sent to London

for approval.

The House of Lords supported the Constitution Bill.
However, some members in the House of Commons
were worried that the Bill was too conservative because
it restricted voting rights to men who owned or

leased property.

A special deputation from Western Australia led by
Governor Broome, including Stephen Parker and
Thomas Cockburn-Campbell, managed to overcome
this opposition and persuaded members to support
the Bill.

In 1890, the Constitution Bill was passed by the House
of Commons and granted the Queen’s Assent. Western
Australia’s Constitution came into legal existence.

It is interesting to note that the British Government
initially suggested splitting Western Australia into two
colonies at the 26th parallel near Shark Bay because it
was reluctant to give control of such a large territory to
a relatively sparsely populated colony.
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Proclaimir
the news

1. Journey to Pertl
The Governor Sir
William Robinson
(wearing the top h
front of flag), and
colonial dignitaries
the way to Perth tc
proclaim the
Constitution.
Courtesy, Battye Libi
BA 888/3

2. Proclamation of
Constitution.

The proclamation
read out from this
grandstand on the
Esplanade, Perth 2
October, 1890.
Courtesy Battye Libr,
6486P

3. Proclamation D:
Fremantle.

People lined the H:
Street of Fremantle
celebrate Proclama
Day and the town
decorated with flag
and bunting.
Courtesy, Battye Libr
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Proclaiming
the news

The Governor Sir
William Robinson
(wearing the top hat in
front of flag), and other
colonial dignitaries on
the way to Perth to
proclaim the
Constitution.

Courtesy, Battye Library
BA 888/3

2. Proclamation of the
Constitution.

The proclamation was
read out from this
grandstand on the
Esplanade, Perth 21
October, 1890.
Courtesy Battye Library
6486P

3. Proclamation Day,
Fremantle.

People lined the High
Street of Fremantle to
celebrate Proclamation
Day and the town was
decorated with flags
and bunting.

Courtesy, Battye Library

1. Journey to Perth 1890

roclamation of the new Constitution in Western
Australia sparked an elaborate series of civic
celebrations in October 1890.

People took to the streets to welcome the new
Governor, Sir William Robinson, who was sent from
London to supervise the change. He travelled by train
from Albany to Perth. Towns en route lit bonfires
and people gathered at railway sidings to celebrate
his arrival.

In Perth, elaborate floral arches spanned the city’s
main streets and buildings were decked with banners
and flags.

Thousands of people gathered on the Esplanade in
Perth on 21 October to celebrate the day’s events.

The Governor made a congratulatory speech and the
Proclamation document was read. The new Constitution
was proclaimed before a cheering crowd.

Afterwards, the crowd feasted on tables piled high
with food. There were sports, with novelty events like
“climbing the greasy pole” and “catching the pig with
a greasy tail”. At night, fireworks lit up the city and
there were glittering balls and dances.

Newspapers boasted that Western Australia had finally
“come of age” and predicted that self-government
would lead to progress and prosperity for all.

Governor Robinson travelled to Fremantle the next
day. The port town’s celebrations were elaborate and
included the ceremonial planting of a “Proclamation
Tree”, that still stands today.




Why was
Proclamation

Day important?

1. Constitution Act 1889
The Constitution Act
1889 set up a system

of parliamentary
self-government in the
colony. It is the
founding document of
the Parliament of
Western Australia.
Courtesy, Battye Library

2. The first Parliament
of Western Australia
Members of the first
Legislative Assembly
elected 1890.

Courtesy, Battye Library
3976B

roclamation Day marked the occasion when

the new Constitution was publicly announced,

granting the colony of Western Australia

responsible government. It marked the transition
of Western Australia from a colony under British rule
to self-government.

It was the first key step towards democracy in WA,
and meant that:
o more people had a say in how they were governed,
o more people had the right to vote.

The Western Australian Constitution set up the
basic components of the State’s system of government
including:

o the Parliament,

o the Executive,

o the Judicial system, and,

o established a relationship between the Governor,

Premier, Cabinet and the new Parliament.

The new Constitution established our Parliament with
two Houses:

o the Legislative Council (Upper House) and

o the Legislative Assembly (Lower House).
This resulted in greater representation of the people in
the process of government. The power to govern was
substantially transferred from the Governor to the
elected members.
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What is a T s ! How does
constitution?

7 the State’s
A Constitutic
affect our |

PROCLAMATION

By His Excellooes Sir Witun Crraven Fraxers Romseos, Enight ;
Grand Cross of the Most Distiuguished Orler of Saint Michael and Suint |
George, Governor and Commander-in-Chicf in and over the Colany of
Western Anstralia and its Depenencivs, de., &e., &e.

V7 UBREAS by the Gint-sscond scion of the Tinpwrial Aet passed in the Session holden in the
thirteenth and fourteentls years of the reign of Hor Present Majosty, intitaled  An Art for the
Velter Government of Her Majesty’s Australian Colmics,” it was anwmgst otler things evacled that,
ithstanding angthing thereinluf ained, it shoukd 1 Luwful for the Governor and Legislative

| Council of Western Australia, from timie t0 tinw, by any Act or Acts to alter the provisions or laws far
| the time being in foree under the s1id At or otherwise conenning tha election of the Elective Members
: 5 of such Lagishitive Council, and the qualifiation of Electors and Elsetive Metabers, ur fo establish

iy S : ] in the said Colony, justesd of the Lugishtive Council, & Council and a House of Representatives, or
stmcture, the ; 5 wther separate Legishative Touses, to consist of such members fo he appointed or clocted by such
1 ; e perzons and in such manner as by sih Aet or Avts should e determined, and to vest in such Comnel
ety and Hous: of Nepresentatives, or otler separate Legislative Honas, the powers and functions of the
con dztions under | Logislative Coundl for which the sune wight be substituted; Asn wnzerss in aconlance with fke
U 4 (4 | povers so granted to thew by the said sedion, the Legidative Council of Western Australia, in the
2 fifty-Ahird year of Ter Majesty the Quevn passed a cortain Dill iutitutlad = An Act to sonfer a Con-

Sy et i Zul e ] stitution on Westent Australis, aud (o greut = Civil List to Wer Majesty™; Ap anreeas Iy an Act
thch power 18 | passed by the Tmperial Parlisment in tle Gity-thind aud Gity-fourih years of Her Majesty the Queen,
ey | fntituled * An Aet fo enalle Her Majosty o assait 10 a Bill conforriug a Constitution on Western

Australia”
| h - ld d S d provided that it should Le Jawful for Her Majesty by Orler-in-Council fo nssent fo the said first
|} e an exerczse 9 mentioned Bill sn sehedoled a5 aforvsaid, and it was alz provided that the said last mestioned Act
i and the Onder in Coundl signifying er Majesty's Assent to the said first mentioned Bill shoold be
proclaimed Ly the Governor, or other pereon lafully Administoring the Government of Western
and the procedures Australia, within three monihs after he lad resived a copy thereof, and the said List-mentionsd Act and
‘ (he eaid fiest-mentioned Bill shonld (exeept as provided in scction forix-twa of {le saild frst-mentioned

i Billy take effect in he Colony from the day of sueh Proctioation; Asp wugeras Her Most Gracions
i : : e Majesty did on the 15th day of August, 1890, in neordauce with {he provisions of the sid Jast-
‘{ through WhZCh the mentioned Act, by Orler in Council siguify Her Aswent to tlu sxid first-mentioned Bill; Axp wnEnrss

I, Sk Wit Creaver Fraxcrs Romssow, G.CLG., Govemor s aforesaid, have within three

wherein the alove finst-meniionel Bill was included as a Scholnle thereto, it was iuter alia

i
i months Jast past reveived & copiy of the last-mentioned Act and of fhe s2id Onler iu Conncil; Now rnrse-
| m les themselves rorx: I, St Witias Creavee Fraxcrs Rowrxsoy, Govenor ns aforesaid, Jo by this oy Proclamation
I proclaim Ter Mujesty's assent to the said first-mentionsd Bill, and do hereby declare that the said Bill
faketh effect (exeept as (o the forty-second sevtion tlwreof) from thisthe tweniy-first day of Octoler, 1890,
being the day of such Proclamation.

may be changed.

Given under my hand and issued unider the Public Sexl of the sid Culony, ab Governient
Mouee, Perth, this 21st day of Octoler, 1590,

| By His Excellency’s Cammand,
| 3 T 3
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1, . Colomial Seendary.

" g TUE QUEEN 1 1. Proclamation
: a The proclamation
document as signed
the British Colonial
Secretary, at Govern
House, Perth, 21st
October 1890.

The signature of
Governor Sir Willia
Cleaver Francis
Robinson is scrawle
across the top corn

Courtesy, State Recorc
Office
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How does
the State’s
Constitution

affect our lives?

1. Proclamation

The proclamation
document as signed by
the British Colonial
Secretary, at Government
House, Perth, 21st of
October 1890.

The signature of
Governor Sir William
Cleaver Francis
Robinson is scrawled
across the top corner.
Courtesy, State Records
Office

magine a situation where you break the law, for
example by speeding, and you are arrested and
charged with an offence under the Road Traffic
Act 1974 (made by the Western Australian
Parliament). Why must you appear in court and,
if convicted, pay a fine or be imprisoned?

The reason is that the Western Australian Parliament
has been given power by the Western Australian
Constitution Act 1889 to make laws for the ‘peace,
order and good government’ of the State, and the
Road Traffic Act is such a law.

The fact that you drive under State laws and rely on
power and lighting which is controlled by State
legislation is evidence of the impact of the Western
Australian Constitution on our lives.




Who could vote?

1. 1865 Petition

The petition shows

the wide range of
occupations in the
Colony. Some petitioners
registered their ‘mark’

in lieu of a signature.

rom 1829 to 1890, the ability to participate
actively in government had been gradually
extended from only the Governor to all men
who owned or leased property of a certain value.

At the time of the proclamation of the Constitution

in 1890, only wealthy men could vote. This meant that
most men, all women and Aboriginal people had no
political rights.

1829
The Governor held all political power in the colony.

1832
The Governor and four officials constitute the Executive
and Legislative Councils.

1839

Four leading colonists nominated to the Legislative
Council. In 1867 more colonists were appointed, and
the Council slowly developed into a mini Parliament.

1870

Two thirds of members of Legislative Council now
elected. Men over 21 who owned or leased property
could vote. For example, professional men could usually
vote, but artisans, labourers and others could not.
Women and Aboriginal people were excluded.

1890
The two house (bicameral) Western Australian
Parliament established by Constitution. The following
men could vote if they:
o owned freehold or leased property of 10 pounds
annual minimum value
o were Crown leaseholders of 10 pounds annual value,
o were householders with Crown leaseholds of 10
pounds annual value,
o were houscholders who leased homes of 10 pounds
annual value,
o were lodgers, occupying a room of 10 pounds
annual value for two years.
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Prominen
Players.

1. Sir Frederick Na
Broome 1883-188¢
2. Sir John Forrest
1890-1901
3. Sir William Clea
Francis Robinson
1875-1877, 1880-1
1890-1895
Courtesy, Battye Libr.
158B




Prominent ir Frederick Napier Broome
s 1883-1889.
I ]lay@rso Sir Frederick set up a system of borrowing for
the colony that enabled it to achieve expansion
as well as extend the railways and telegraphs.

However, many colonists believed that the future
success of the colony depended on self-government.

| Sir Frederick was converted to this popular view and
helped facilitate the granting of responsible government
to WA. After considerable discussion, the details of the
new Constitution were settled and a Bill, drafted by

| Broome, was approved by the British Parliament.

His tenure as Governor came to an end with his mission
to England in 1890.

1' Sir William Cleaver Francis Robinson

: 1875-1877, 1880-1883, 1890-1895.

i Sir William Robinson served three times as Governor

i of Western Australia and in 1890 was appointed to
preside over the inauguration of responsible government
in the colony.

He returned to Western Australia carrying the new

Constitution that was proclaimed to the people on

i 21 October 1890. This marked the start of responsible
; Government.

@ @ Rt Hon. Sir John Forrest (Forrest Party)

- 29 December 1890-14 February 1901

1st Barron Forrest of Bunbury (1847-1918) was a
surveyor, explorer, Western Australia’s first Premier
and later a minister, acting Prime Minister and first

1. Sir Frederick Napier
Broome 1883-1889

2. Sir John Forrest

1890-1901 treasurer in the newly formed Federal Government

3. Sir William Cleaver after Federation.

Francis Robinson

1875-1877, 1880-1883, . ) .

1890-1895 As Premier, Forrest guided Western Australia through
Cortzsy, Huwre Library the many issues surrounding Federation, ensuring the

best position for the State.
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