Denis Cook

THIS IS MY LIFE

My first infroduction to service life was at the age of fiflean, this was with the M.F.S
{National Fire Service) as a message boy,

During World War I, we were on standby in & hall, at nights, twice per week, lo
become a line of communication, if al! lines were bombad out.

That was my first uniform, dark blue trousers, blouse type jacket with the N.F.S.
hadge on the left pockel, a peak cap and my own bicycle.

My sacond introduction (afler being & past to my father, who evertually let ma leave
the farm) was with the Royal Navy as & boy seamen, 15 and a half years old.

This unifarm was much batter as i attracted the younger, opposite sex,

Reaching the age of 15-17 years old 1o the Nawy, | was made an Able Seaman and |
was then posted 1o H.M.S. Keats, a Ingate, in early 1944,

Heats and Kempthome were part o a pack of Tive {1 have forgotien the names of the
other three) anc the group operated from Beffast, Morthem Ireland to America,
escorting merchant ships bringing supplies to Britain, through the U Boat packs
[German Submarines), there wera also four other packs daing the same

This was cne of the last stands by the Germans 1o defeat Britain,

In my opinion, the merchant seaman aboard these re-supply ships, did not recsive
the recognition for their service.

They risked their livas more than some sarvicaman.

After guite a few brips aboard HM.3. Keats, | requested a transfer 10 Combined OFS3
Marine Commando's, because this gave me three pence per day extra for wearing
their nacge (Tommy Gun-Eagle-anchaor),

We did a faw funny things. | was in Cherborg, a big port in France, for a eouple of
days, looking the place over belore the invasion.

The same thirg had to be dong, through the Feordes, up 1o Trongjesm in Norway
Then | was discharged and it was back to civilian ife. This was in approximately
1948

| startad work with BTH (Beitlsh Thomson Huston) Rugby, which becarme a bit of 2
hassle, reason being, in Britain in Werdd War Il, we had congcientious objectors, wno
would not fight or defand their couniry.

This meant when we returned we had fhese people as foreman — leading hands,
unian reps, bosses. Ta sum it up quickly, it was Canada or Ausirzlia, tossed & coin
and it was “Australia®.

| arrived in Ausiralia in 1856, warked for 2 while and wasn't happy with the job

| joined the army in Movembsr 1857, because there was talk about forming the 5 A5
in Westemn Australia.

| completed a parachute course in 1855 and was pasted to the 54,5, batauss o
past service. | did the eniry course, which was 2 bitof 2 shock to the systom, but |
passead

We were anly 2 coy then, We brougnt 1o W absailing, cliff climbing, canasing, midghl
and day unarmed combat, all aspects of specialist raining.

The powars that be in Canbarra said that it would never work. but it did and that is
why we now have an SAS regimert, in place of a ooy,




A coy has 3 platoons, | was in one of those platoons.
The young officer who was the Plainon Commander, at one time, was Michael
Jefferies. the Governor General of Australia — “A real gentleman’.

| stayed with the SAS as a Sergeant until 1964 | then transferred o 4 Battalion in
Sauth Australia, where a new batialion was just being formed.

When we were at full strength we moved to Malaya, with our families. in 1553,
Malaya was a two year posting and during that time, the confrontation with "Bomes’
was still an.

| raoved there with the advance party, leaving the family in Malaya and | worked with
lhe “Gurkhas” (who ware dus to be relieved by four battalion) checking out the areas
of operations bafore the battalion arrived,

Wa were in Borneo for five months and it was harder o a few others, and myself
mentally and physically, than Vietnam.

We had no air support ar artillery.

Walk in walk cut carmying all we needad. This was in Sarawak Hilz. We had no re-
supply. While in Malaya, | became the PNR Sergeant and on the request of Lord
Delisle, who presented the colours 10 the battalion, stated that his regimeant in Britain
nad a PMR Sergeant with a beard.

Sa | was the first soidier in Australian Army 1o wear 8 beard and from hen on, svery
PMR Sergeant has worn a beard.

FMR Sergeants are the explosives experts with a platoon that has alse handled
mines and destruction of enemy tunnals,

Afler Bomeo-Malaya, we returned to Briskane, CILD and we were then posted to
wietnam in May for twelve months of 196868,

We then returned to Townsville, QLD.

VWhile we were there, | did a course for Warrant Officer, this | passed and | was
promoted to C.5.M — Coy Sergeant Major.

We then retumed to Vistnam for ancther twelve maonths (1971/72), then it was back
to Townswille.

| then asked for a transfer to Western Australia and the only posting they had for me
was 1o take charge of the Army Reserve Depotin Albany. The wife's family was in
W 50 we came here.

We left Towneville by car and we made a holiday of it coming over.

We left the lovely and warm conditions of Maorth Queensland and arrved in Albany in
the winter of 1972,

It was wet and cold and we said that after the two year posting we would be out of
here. Thal was in 1972 and we are still here, 51 years later, with no intention of
leaving.

| retired from the services in 1978 and bought & home and the wife and | ran the
airports flights and freight services, for Skywest Aiflines.

W did this for 15 years and now my son in law, Michael Roberts and daughter Leslis
run the lot!




{ In mrciusionfreﬁrernent was ok, until Digger Cleak, prasident of the RSL Albany,
talked me into organising and setiing up the biggest ANZAC parade ever hald here.
I moved AMZAC day, from York Street fo Stirling Terrace and the foreshore, with a lot
of help from the City Council,
We established ANZAC Park, we had grass grown, | found a large rock which they
brought in for me and added a culven for laying wreaths.
The whole parade had me working for approximately 3 maonths, pacing the ground,
measuring up 1o fit everyone in.
On the day of the parade, we had 2 400 people involved in the march, plus
spactators, on the foreshore and it flurmead out to be an absolute success!

| am row retired FOR GOOD!

Denis Cook
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