Rosemary De Pierres

|, Rosemary Mina de Pierres (nee Vincent), was born on the 28™ of May 1926
at East Perth. My education was at Loreto Convent, Claremont for eleven
years, followed by one year at the University of Western Australia. | then
moved into the work force with the Bank of New South Wales for eighteen
months.

May 1945 | enlisted in the Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service as a
driver to try and help do something for our war effort. After six weeks basic
training | was posted as a general duties driver to the HMAS LEEUWIN base
at Fremantle. | volunteered for overseas service but the war concluded within
a few months and | spent my time in fairly mundane tasks transporting Navy
personnel to and from ships, around Perth and Fremantle and out to Perth
Airport.

Though the work was not very exciting there was good camaraderie amongst
the staff and we had a feeling of doing something very worthwhile for the
country. Service life matured us and gave us a perspective on the world that
could not be gained in ‘Civvy Street’.

| was sitting in a Naval staff car in Fremantle waiting to pick up an officer
when | heard that Japan had surrendered. We were all excited and there
were wild celebrations everywhere but | remember also being reflective and
sad as | had lost a very good friend who had been killed in action serving with
the RAAF.

We were not discharged until May 1946 and so we all had been slowly
adjusting to life without the immediate threat of invasion for some time as the
Japanese were pushed back through the Pacific Islands. Because of this the
change to civilian life was not too difficult for me.

| returned to work in the bank after my discharge but within a year had
married my fiancé, a farmer and moved to the wheatbelt. On reflection my life
in the WRANS although reasonably short was beneficial in many ways
instilling discipline and common purpose. At times it had excitement and
overall there was a sense of service to Australia.



