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wio gections of No BS
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vyine cowling beneath the
chaist stubs.

hrh Aprospace

Surviving
the
Shambles

]. P. B. Greenwood

IF it wasn't for a change in aircrafi, John
Greenwood would probably not have Nown
Hurncanes, He was trained at No 11 E&R
FT3 at Perth in Scotland, then went to Brize
Norton in April 1939 as an acting pilot officer
o fly twin-engined Oxfords. In November
almoat the whole course at Brize, No 2 FT5,
went straight to Manston to form No 253
Squadron, This unit had been scheduled for
Blenheims, hence the Oxford teaining, but in
the event Mo 253 had no aircralt when the
pilots arvived except two Magisters, and then
some Fairey Battles that had been returned
from France. They few thess around until
the Air Minislr,v decided that Mo 253 should
be & Hurricane squadron

“We received the first Hurricanes in February
1940, The first one 1 New, on the 10th, was
LI6H, an old wooden prop job, and we fownd
that in fact we'd been given two aircraft from
every other Hurricane squadron around and
naturally they gave us their worst aireraft, My

impression of the Hurricane was that having
read & lot aboul i, it was much slower than
I'd been led 1o believe. On the clock we'd
get HMimph il we were lucky and, having read
that it could go at 332, | was rather diss
appointed. but on the other hand it was a
lovely aeroplane to fly and we started 1o enjoy
it right away,

‘We continued to train on these airceafi,
didn't se¢ any action, and from Manston we
moved 1o Northolt that same month. We did
more raining but they were sbow on the climb.
However, it was a lovely experience when you
pulled the “ut" which gave us extra power
and went aboul 30mph faster, bul we were
only allowed to fly with the “tit” pulled for
five minutes, which we wsed to do regularly
every time we flew. It was lovely to manosuvee
and having had no single engine training at
Brire Morton, we had fo learn to aerobat
ourselves.

"Our CO al this time was Sg Ldr ED.




Eliott and Might commanders were Guy
Harris and Anderson, o Canadian. On 9 May
15940 we moved to Kenley, but the next day
the Germons invaded Holland, On the 1anh,
a huge Ammstrong Whitwaorth Ensign airliner
arrived withoul warning (o take our men to
France. The squadron was split in pwo, B
a1 being left behind whils we in A Flight
T o Lille-Marck, following & Blenheim, We
were supposed to join up with No 111 Squad-
ram which had also been split, which was a
bit upsetting
“We landed at Lille early in the morning
with our same old Hurmcanes, still wooden
fixed props, no armour and no rear view
rirrors. We tried to join forces with Nos 87
and 504 Squadrons; they wouldn™t have amy-
thing to do with us. At Lille the squadrons
were all over the place, all round the fekd
Our radios were the old TRID sets which
gave us a range of about two miles and were
absolutely useless. When the air-raid siren
went eff in Lille itself, we were supposed to
take off, The first time that happened we had
just landed and refuelled. We all took ofl and
aircrauft came from all directions from all ever
the field, and how we mised ench oiher 1

don’t know, There was simply no organisation
whalsoever. However, we joined up and tried
tor fallow the others but what happened again
I den’t know but we managed to find our
way back again and landed. That first night
we slept in o tent as there was no accomemoda-
tion for us. We were [reezing cold, just lving
on stretchers in our flying gear, no blankets
af anything, and we got no sleep ot gll. The
aext mormng standing in the sarly mist and
cold, we siw two Lysanders, army co-op
machines, making their final approach o
land. Suddenly out of nowhere four Ma](9;
Just pulled in behind them, | remember hear-
ing mo sound whatsoever und off they weni
aguin while both Lysanders dived straight into
the ground, bath going wp in a huge burst
of fMlame, That was my initistion ioto air
warfare,

‘Later that moming the sirens went off
again and off we wenl, again all taking off
In & great “balbo". We didn't know who we
were with or whers we were going. 1L was
& compigte shambles. Anyway, we got up 1o
about 15 to 16,0001 and ran into a hig group
of 30 to 40 Dorniers and Mel [0s. 1'd forgot-
ten to put my sight on and by the time I

Abaig,

Fit Lt Geaffrey "Eaminvy”
Allard DFC, DFM. of Mo 85
Squadron, in France 1540
courlesy Chag Bowyar

Baiow:
Fit Lt John Grasnwaod,
Sfim Gresnwpad
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A Fairay Battle attached to
Mo 253 Squadron early in
1340 at RAF Manston. The
Battle was usad to convert
sgus mam pilots from twin.
eng  laircraft on o
HurriGanes. Joi Gresmwvoog

did that and get on o an aircraft and pressed
the button, | found my puns still on “safe”
50 had to turn them on. [ was by then right
in the middle of o mass of German aircraf
but | got behind one and gave it 2 great burst
=& Dwoernier which 1 believe was shot down.
I was then separated from the others, found
myeelf alone and went down on to e frst
airfield 1 found. | saw aircrafi on it and dis-
covered it te be Merville. [ was completely
lost having no maps, or if T did 1 couldn't
read them. I was refuelled and then returmed
to Lille,

“The next day all aircrafi were suppossd
to take off and rendezvous with some Fairey
Battles and escort them o Cambrai. We took
ol and chimbed 1o |5,00001, which seemed 1o
be the fighting height in those days, but found
no Battbes, Then we suddenly  esigaged
Gertan arcraft and we all ot sphit up again,
I was on my own [l]-i:ug ey find where
I was, when o MzI0% all on 15 own, passed
just below me, aboat 10000 down. This time
I had my sight and guns on — I was now
putting them on before [ took off otherwise
I'd forget. | dived after the Messerschimin,
came up behind it and gave it a long burst,
but our gun: were londed with deWilde
ammunition, which gave off a white pufl of
smoke, rather like tracer only more aceurate;
it shook me. It looked just as if the German
was firing at me! [ could see my shots going
it the 109 but it looked as if it was COMing
back. It scared the daylights out of me untl
I realised what it was. I continued to fire wntil
my guns were empty and the 109 continued
steanght down into the ground and the pilot

dida"t get out of 1. Then | found my way
back 1o Lille, where shortly afterwards we
were told to evacuate as the Germans had
Jjust about cut us ofl, We only had two service-
able aircraft left, 50 | ook mine and PIt OFT

David Jenkins took the other while the
remaining Hurricanes were broken up with
axes. Then the squadron personnel took to
the lorres and came back to England via
Boulogne, dumping all the kit, including mine

with my goll clubs | might add o
Boulogne Harbour, S0 when we got back we
had nothing except what we stood up in. We
were given £25 0o re-equip ourselves which
was totally inadequate, so spent some lime
flving to various airfields serounging kit!

‘During our four days in France we had
lost owr Might commander, Anderson — no
ome knew what happened to him - had lost
n couple of pilots, and all the Hurricanes
except the two we flew back 1o Kenbey, There
we found that the other Might had been sent
to Witry and they had also suffered . The flight
commander had been wounded, three pilots
kilbed and twio wonnded.

“Then we started flying Channel patrols fo
Boulogne and Dunkirk where we could see
all the oil storage tanks burning: we did two
patrols bul lost Syn Ldr Elliott on one of
them, “Then on 24 May we were sent off o
Kirton Lindsey to re-form. We had no OO0,
no Hight commanders and half the old squad
ron had gone. At Kirton we were met by a
himpang gentkeman who took us to the Mess,
whom we later found o be Douglas Bader,
then a Might commander on Mo 222 Squadran.

“We staved there until we moved o Turn-




house on 23 July, Meanwhile we had a new
L0, “Batchy™ Atcherley, who lasted about
five davs. He was trying to gl us back inio
action which we were loath 1o d-.'\-_||,|;.|_ then,
but he hadn't been in action and wanted o
gel 1o it. He was posted north 1o Wick and
we got Sqn Ldr T.P. Gleave, while our flight
commanders were G.A. Brown and W.P,
Cambrnidge. We were se-equipped with Rotel
prop Hurricanes, armour plating, mirrors . . .
they were magnificent after our old ones. We
really began to enjoy Hurricanes then. Later
we went to Prestwick on 13 August and Sqn
Ldr H.M. Starr arrived so we had two COs.
‘By then we were all kesn to return south.
We were hearing and reading all aboat the

Hattle of Britain and all we could think of

% shooting down enemy airerafl. Then on
- 29th we were ordered back to Kenley. We
flew down and on the 30th we were in the
air and really started flying We got inlo a
big fight on that day, got all split ap and
I found mysell with an Helll whick 1 shot
down and saw crash into a feld. | watched
the crew climb out, one covered in blood
who later died while the others were taken
prizoner, [This Heinkel was from KG1. Mo
253 Squadron lost three aircrafl and pilots
in this action with two more damaged, and
lost another two Hurricanes and a pilot that
aftermoon.]

“The squadron lost a Jod of aircraft and a
lot of pilots in the Baitle, We lost Sqn Ldr
Starr on the 31st, Flt Lt Brown was wounded,
Sqn Ldr Tom Gleave was shot down on the
secand day and badly burned. Bill Cambridge
became acting CO until he was shol down

on & September, then Gerry Edge took over,

“He led ws into a great aitack on the 9th,
when we did a head-on attnck against 3040
JuBEs who were going 1o bomb Hawkers at
Kingston. We went in m line abreast and i1
was a most frghtening experience, for as |
was No 2 to the COb there was no way for
me 1o break, The only way 1 could break was
w push my stick forward, which | did, and
of course the engine cul out and the 888 passed
- it seemed like just inches — above me. Bat
it was a suecess and I think it"s secorded that
we shot down five of them [all frem KG30).

“The Battle went on and on, | remember
of one occasion towards the end, afier an
engagement, finding mysell’ alone yet again,
this time at 28,0001, which is a bloody stupid
thing to be and be doing. T booked up and
four Mel0%s crossed over the tep of me at
just @ few hundred feer. 1t was the best target
I'd had in my life and [ pulled the nose up
and had my sight and guns on and fired. Bug
as I did so [ sialled and spun. 1 suppose [
was only deing 80mph and it just seeded that
little extre to spin me. If T hit any of the
1043 1 didn’t have a ¢lue for | saw nothing
s | fell away.

‘In Movemnber 1 was posted to an FTS to
instrucl om Masters. 1 loathed this and
managed to get moved to an OTU as an
instructor. In May 1941 a signal came round
asking for volunteers for MSFU (Merchant
Shig Fighter Unit). I volunteered and was sent
o Famborough where T was shot off on an
experimental catapult. Tt consisted of & trolley
with 12 cordite reckeis about &t long and
F—hin in diameeter — two parallel sixes in a

Al

John Greemscood in his

Mo 263 Sguadron Hurricena
at Northalt in April 1580,
John Graamsnod
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Above right
A CAPM ground traming wunil,
Hurricons Z4038 was o Ses
Hurricons used on CARM ships
and at MEFU, Speke, then
later at Mo 59 OTU, It was
soruck off RAF charge (50C)
in Movembar 1384, AN

Righe:

The CAM -ship Emgure Tide.
dohn Greenwood sailed on
Emire Flame and tha 55
NaowelisT with Hurricans
Waa. A

cradle. The aircraft - it was a Fulmar, not
a Hurricame - was fitted on to a cable and
held an |'|1_.' F :slri'p of steal, The mlol sal in
the cockpit with his engine running Tully, his
hiesd and n'u;'rg.:lhln;:l: else braced, then he gave
a signal, the rockets were fired, the strip of
steel holding the aireraft was snapped, and
the aircraft was shot off, with a force of 31
*G". | was third in line and it was [rightening
to watch. When the first chap went there was
a tremendous bang, a sheet of Name and he
went houncing across the field and took o,
Imen the weather changed and we couldn’t
do any more and 1 didn’t get any sleep that

night! The next day the same thing happened,
one pilot was fired off before the weather
stopped us, and again [ got no sleep the second
night, However, on the third day I went off,
blacked out but came to bouncing across the
fizld and took ofl. We were then senl Lo Speke
where the unit was being formed under Sqn
Ldr L A, Strange TS0, MO, DFECH, 2 veteran
from Weorld War | who had got his bar to
his 1918 DFC in this war for flying a
Hurricane back from France [on his first fight
an the type].

“On 1 July 1 was told to go to the shipyierds
at Birkenhead where the Empire Flame, a




4,000-ton wheat carrier just being finished,
was to be my ship. The first tp was 1o
Seotland where 1 was actually fired off the
zhip's bow to land at Abbotsinch then, reload-
ing my Hurncane, we salled for Halifax in
a 60-70 ship convoy. | had a four-man RAF
party with me 1o serviee the Hurricane, eic,
It taok 21 days to cross the Atlantic which
was 21 days of tremendous boredom. [ ended
up pulling bullets from the Hurricane's guns
und firing at birds and porpoises bt 1 wasn't
very popular so had to stop that!

*After a spell in Halifax [ sailed to Savanna
in Georgia on an old steamer. This was
Dctober 1941 with America still out of the
war, so0 | had a great time in Georgia. Then
we returned to Mova Scotia then back to
England in another convoy, By this time |
wits bored stiff and decided to ask for a post-
ing. Arriving off Anglesey 1 was fired off the
ship and landed at Speke with the Hurnicane
full with the erew's contraband. [ even took
out the radio o help fit it all in. T got into
a bit of trouble over this but really we gol
away with murder in that unit

‘1 got a posting to Mo 55 OTLU at Usworth
and instrected there until February 1942 on
Hurricanes until posted to No 615 Squadron
at Fairwood Common and .-]l.r:ll:'l|}- afterwards
we sipiled for India. I had my 21st birthday
in Frestown Harbour — very drunk — and was
sent to bed by James Micholson VO who was
travelling on our ship.

“We arrived at Karachi on 26 May 1o pick
up cur our airerall to 0y east but discovered
another shambles, They had sent the wrong
ship to Karachi, Owr shap with oor Hurricanes
had gone to the Middle East while the ship
that arrived was full of Spitfires, so we had
to wail until the two ships were redirected.

‘Finally our Hurricanes arrived and we were
led across India by a Blenheim via Delhi to
Jessore, Here there was little for us to do so
we were given vanoos jobs. [ went up to 4
Corps al Jorhat, Assam, and with a Brigadier
Calpin, drove all round 1n 2 jeep sighting
various spots for airfields, some in the lmphal
Valley, such as Palel. I eventually returned
te Me 613 Squadron in Movember 1942,

‘In Mo 615 we had Hurrcane 11Cs — four
cannon and long range tsnks — and were called
fighters but we weren’t lghters really, Flat
oul we were doing 160mph and if we hap-
pened to mest a Japanese Zero the only way
1o get away was to head for the ground, and
Jink about so it couldn’t get a bead on you
Later when the fighting started in the Arakan
wi flew down to Chittapong and weed to shoot
up boats and small stcamers on the Mayu
amd Kaladan Rivers, with our cannon. /At that
time we had to make a raid on Akyab aero-
dl’lj!'ﬂl: ".I-h{l'l ok was |,l|<|.'|:'-wr|.'|:| ||'|ETE WETE e
Zeros there, Two squadrons did the job, Nying
at nought feet and when we gol there they
were fining at us with heavy artillery shells,
1 went over the azrodrome but didn’t see any-
thing to shoot at, couldn’teven see the airficld
very well. On the way back to Cox's Bazaar,
still at nought feet, Nying over the coral
strand. suddenly my cockpit filled with smoke
and the motor stopped. 1 force landed on the
beach — wheels up = having no time o do
much else, then tried to destroy the IFF (the
cock-a=doodle-do we called ith, but it wouldn't
blow up, 50 I unscrewed it and started w :1|1:il'u_'_
down the beach carrying it The next day 1
met a couple of natives who, encouraged with
momey from my money belt, took a messige
o the mearest army outpost 50 miles away
They later prcked me up and [ was back with
the squadron on Christmas Eve.

*Just after Chrisimas | was leader, just with
a Mo 2, flving a recee. On our way back we
ran smack into six Zeros. We were both at
about 10600, so0 we screamed down to the
deck and they followed. I had the “tit™ pulled
and pot about 180 on the dock and we were
jinking and weaving about with abaclutely no
distance between us and the e tops. We
managed 10 shake them and got home, Soon
afterwards [ wis posted to No 17 Squadron
in Caleutta as a flight commander, under S8qn
Ladr M.C.C. “Bush™ Cotton,

‘Ome day 1 was [lying an exercise near
Jessore, very low down, when I heard a bang
and there in my wing root was a great hole
and a mass of bird feathers, erc. 1t didn't make
a lot of dilference to the performance of the

Ealow,

Lord Louis Mountbatten
talking o pir and grownd
craws at Imphal in 1544,
Thare are Hurricanes and
Spitfires under repair and
maintenance in the

et kg i,
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A Hurricame armed swath Taur
20mim cannan Thying over

Eastern India. A

Bl

Hurricana KZ353 of Mo 28
Squadran in Burma in 1544,
cowtasy Thar Bowyer

an

aireralt and it Mew just a5 good as ever. When
I landed there was just the neck and head
of a vulture hanging down from this hole
which was filled with blocd and bone. The
vultwre must have Mown wp from the tree tops
and I'd flown right into it.

“A couple of months later 1 was posted (o
Mo 151 OTU at Risalpur inetructing mainly
Indian FII||'}1$ om  Hurncanes, Then in
November 1943 Twent down with malaniz and
heat stroke, returning 0 join No 9 (Indian)
Squadron in February 1944 a1 Bhepal. Later
we moved near 0 Khumbirgram at the tme
of Imphal and Kohima and we flew a number
ol attacks around Kohima. 1 left them in
May gommg o MNo ¥4 Group HOQ, which

wis really the end of my Hurricane flying

I was being trained for 2 job as visnal
control  officer to be parachuted inlo
Singapore, when the war ended, which was
perhaps just as well,

‘The difference between operaling Hurr-
cznes in England and in Burma, India and
Assam was hard 10 compare. In England we
were on Hurricane 1s with machine guns, and
in the Far East on Hurricane I1s with cannons
and long range tanks — much slower and really
ne longer a fighter although we did 2 numbes
of bomber escorts. We couldn’t really fight,
only run away, s0 we were ground attack
maostly, 1 much preferred the Hurricane Is,
1|'{'_1_.' were & much necer u-:'r-::-|:l|..1:||.l." fal ﬂ}'.'
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DETAIL OF WORK CARRIED OUT.

RAF |

Fromm . s dun. o g By .. No. 253 Squadron, .o.eeeeee M. of pages used for day o
Adreraft Crew Dty Time| Time Dhedails of Sortie or Flight Referemes
Type and MNo. Up | Down
AR/,
Hurricans,
ES179 S/Ldr. Star. Interception | 1050 | 1220 | 14 Hurricanes took off Kenley 1050 hours followed 5 meee at 1125
F3213 P, Corkett. B 1050 | 122 hours when an attack on Croydos and Eenley appeared likely, The
F3537 PO, Murch. 1050 | 1210 | squadron was first ordered to patrol Masdstone, but the flights were
VAG40'P | PO, Greenwood 1050 | 1155 | separated and were ardered back Lo orbit base, where they were
E5I85 B/O. Strang s | 1230 jeined by the other 5 aircrafi. an.d were then vectored off to the south,
3551 P/, Clifton 1050 | 1740 | Where. at 18,000 fect near Redhill, they saw three formations of 9
F-?-I'.I-"‘ FILL Carnl 'd\ 1055 | 122 bombers escorted by 30 fighter, 110' and M.E. 109

B oL LM GTIORR. ] [ E Flight at once aitacked the bombers, which ineluded HE. 111,
P3115 Egt. Innes . 1055 | 1220 | p.o. 215 and possibly JU. #2's but osberved no results with the
P3717 PO, Samolinski 1055 | 1140 axceprion of PAD. Novak (Greea 3} who probably destroyed a .0
P3E04 FLt, Wedpwond. 1055 | 1220 | 215 this pilot maintained that this bomber was a JUEG), A Flight
F3021 PAO, Jenkins. 1055 | Crash | who were hehind and below, followed in attack and Yellow 3 (PO,
E.2BR3'R B0, Mowuk, " 1055 | 1140 Greenweod) fired all his ammunition inte & Heinkel 111 which
L.1965 P/, Francis. 1030 | Missi | forced landed, four of the crew being seen climbing ol A serics of
L. 1600 P/O), Carthew. 1035 | 1720 | individual fights took place, chiefly on ME 110 and M. 1055
Rdli9 FIO. Wats " 1125 | 1250 | which had -:'-:lr{l-u.' tir the rescue of the bombers. )

713 = " " ae | 14 Blue 1 {F/Lt. Cambridge) delivered o beam attack wheih developed
VT | Nopensie |- 123 1220 | oo quartcr attack, fnally when & MLE. 110 was in a geatic dive
B2671 S/Ldr. Gleave 1130 | 1155 with pon wing streaming smoke, he gave it o bong burst from a siern,

- L : - eansing the starboard engine o pour out black smoke and bring the of
P3802 FfL1. Brown. V130 [ Crash [ g into @ steep dive at 2,000 feet the MCE. 110 was still going siraight

down.

Blise 2 (PO, Samolinski) attacked an M.E. 110 from above and
pstern, silenced the rear gunner and saw his bullets entering wings
and fuselage, sending it down in a spiral dive. He made a similar
attack on a seecond MLE. 110 silencing the rear guancr. Blue 3 {Sgt
Innes) made a head on attack from 800 1o 73 yards. As he broke away
he saw parts breaking off the machine which then follad over and
dived 1owards the ground

SiLdr. Gleave leading the emergency section, attacked some 109°s
which were trying (o get his tails

WO Grreenwond 253 54

30nk August 1940 Halll 10KG]
Shiot down by PO Greensosd 2

Crashlanded, |

53 Sqdn Gefi
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i 5 more at 1125
] ey appeared likely, The
Masdstone, but the flights were Mumber of Enemy Aircrafl i [ p—
e, where they were Type of Enemy Adircraft ... (F oo Heinkel TEK

e then vectored off to the south, Time Attack was delivered oo (G} e L I3T MOUTE e

; hree formations of 9 . '
< and M E. 1097, Place Antack was delivered .. {H) 1015 miles S.E.of base....
rs. which included HE. 111, | Height of Enemy . SRRSO | DO L1 X U111 (-

sberved ne results with the Enemy Casualties . ... v (KD, Que He 1 destroyed

Flight, Squadron ... vveere (137 Flight : “A” Sepdn: 253,

t ably d wyed w D0 i . .
4_ be : :l.-.-.[-...f:-].-;"-\. Flizht Our Caswalties ... Ajrcrakt {L).... Nil. ..
4 m Personal ... (M) LN

sd oo attack and Yellow 2 (PO
m into @ Heinkel 111 which || GEMERAL REPORT ...ooocovecvveersmemrmsmsimimnmemss LR} MR e B e
g seen climbing oul, A series of | PSS . [ S, | -

n M.E. 110 and M. 1095 | P Ohne atrack 8 seconds

haambbeers i
beam attack wheih developed 060 - 150 yards.

ME 110 was in a gentle dive

it @ long burst from a stern,
1 black smoke and bring the ef
oing straight

Sighted enemy aireraft st 10 - 13,000 feet travelling 5 E. of base. ..
Delivered my aitack from rear, finng all the ammunition T had Jeft e
the engines, the machine force landed in a field about 10 miles SE. of ..

LE 110 was still g

v ML.E. 110} from above and hase, somewhers near Bdenbridge. Four of the crew climbed out, ose hurt. ...
his bullets entering wings . .
- e £ e burst was about B seconds, The macline used no evasive ebics. o recee s

e made a similar |
| Opered fire ar 300 yards closing 1o 160 yards

g the rear gunner. Blue 3 (SgL
W0 1o 75 yards, Az be broke away
se which then ralled over and

H—':{:-_ -

Dignatess .
1 deciion " -
7 section, amacked some 1097 af | I hemana  Gyssiren Mo

August 1940 Helll 10KG] Crashlanded, Haxved Farm, Lingfield Sarrey. Target Farnhorooph
diown by PAO Greenwond 253 Sqdn Gefr Reis killed. FW Schinabel. Uiz Paeslach. LIffz Staerk




