William Foster Higgins

William Foster Higgins
DOB 4™ April 1913

Will was bom in Edmenton, London in April 1913, His mother Beria was from Mewcastle. His father
William was from London and worked as o commercial traveller in the peefumery teade. He had a
younger sister, Dons who died in 1988,

Will attended Broomhill Park School, New Southgate from 1920 until 1930 where he became Caplain,
As a boy he learned to play the piano.

Adter leaving school he underiook a walking tour of the Rhine. He was a keen photographer and
learned o develop his photographs, He played tennis and rugby.

Will staried work during the depression years, when it was extremely difficult to find emplovment. He
worked for the Westminsier Bank in London where he made the tea and filled the ink wells at first.
His parents had to promise to support him financially for two years, s the pay was not sufficient 1o
live on.

Will met his future wife Catherine Miller at the tennis club, They married on 2 September 1939 {the
day war was declared) so there was no reception and no honeymoon. His employer would ot allow
him to marry until the age of twenly seven.

Will volunteered to join the Royal Army Service Corps as a driver and was a Lance Corporal and Laer
a Sergeant. During his service he spent most time in Italy. He was injured in a motorcyele accident
colliding with an ambulance, losing part of his right thumb, He spent time recovering in a hospital in
Naples, Ttaly,

During this time Jennifer was born in August 1940 in London, Valerie was born in Wick, Seotland in
December 1941, Later Cath and the pirls were sent to Wales to avoid the bombing in London,
Fenneth was born in December 19446,

Adfter the war, working life at the bank continued. Most spare time was spent growing vegetables,
raising chickens and keeping lawns and hedges trimmed. Will continued to play the piano, although
the loss of a thumb made this more difficult. A move from Southgate to Potters Bar meant a larger
house and a larger garden. This garden also had many fruit trees. No car, no motor mower or hedge
trimimer in these days.

Following Will's father’s death a caravan was purchased that became the family’s holiday retreat at the
seaside for several years, The family borrowed Will's mother’s car to tow the caravan,

Will undertook several study courses and successfully obained further qualifications to enhance his
banking career. Promotions at the bank led to further changes of home to Wakes Colne in Essex and
also Billericay in Essex.

A dairy farm was purchased in Suffolk a fow vears before Will's retiremeni from the bank. Wil lived

in a flut in London during the week while Cath and Ken managed the farm, At weekends they all
worked on the farm.

William Foster Higgins.doc Page 1 of 3



Will retired in 1973, after several years as Manager of the Hanover Square Branch of the National
Westminster Bank, During this time computers were introduced into banking, and this branch was one
of the first to use a computer.

However, hiz working life continued as a dairy farmer. He purchased a pedal organ and took lessons
for some time. In 1985 he became the owner of a personal computer, and taught himsel§ how 1o use i1,
even keeping the farm accounts on it

Fifteen years later, ownership of the successful dairy farm was transferred to Ken, Will and Cath
retired to a bungalow at Southwaold on the Suffolk coast,

Will and Cath enjoyed taking long walks in the countryside, and created a new garden, They became
active members of the Preshyvierian Church. Will was one of the organists. He also joined Probus,
Farmers" and Jersey Cattle Clubs,

In September 1989 Will and Cath celebrated their golden wedding in Safety Bay, Western Australia
with Jenny and her family, afier travelling 1o visit relatives in Canada and then touring New Zealand,
visiting Sydney and crossing the Nullabor by train. Unfortunately, Valene's unespected death at the
end of the month was a terrible shock for them.

Will and Cath enjoyed several summer holidays visiting Australia and after o few years decided 1o
build a holiday house in Waikiki. They were in the process of applying for permanent residency when
Cath was taken ill and dicd in Fremantle Hospital.

Will decided to continue with his application to stay in Australia. After retuming to England to wind
up his affairs he made his new home with Jenny in Waikiki in 1995, He made many new fricnds
through the Safety Bay Probus Club, the Uniting Chureh in Rockingham and the Autumn Centre,

Will and Jenny managed to visit relatives in England several times. They also toured Tasmania,
Adelaide, New Zealand, ltaly, Cairns, Norfolk Island and Ireland. In Western Australia they visited
Monkey Mia, Esperance, Albany, Pemberton and Northern Wildflowers.

In 2001 .due to failing eyesight, Will's activities were restricted io some extent. He adapted well 1o
listening to talking books from both the local library and the Association for the Blind, and enjoyed
listening to classical music and the news on radio and TV, On 26 March 2004, just a few days before
his 91* birthday, Will suffered a stroke resulting in a prolonged stay in Rockingham Kwinana hospital.
He was transferred to Rockingham Mursing Home on 21 May 2004 and then o Greenfields Aged Care
Facility on 19 September 2004,

Will has nine grandchildren and four great grandchildren.
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