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A Wartime Working Experience 
 
My name is William Harry Millward, born on the 17th September 1914, at Leederville 
in Western Australia.  I attended Leederville State School, Junior Technical School, 
and Perth Technical College, and continued studying at the latter after starting work 
and obtained an Associateship in Mechanical Engineering. 
 
My first job on leaving school was as a petrol station attendant at Colonel Mergolin’s 
Service Station in Nedlands, while I waited for an apprenticeship as a fitter at 
Midland Junction Railway Workshops where I started on the 7th April 1930.  I 
completed a five year apprenticeship and was employed as a fitter until 1938 when I 
applied for and got a job as a Diesel Mechanic with the PMG’s Department at 
Broadcast Station 6WA at Minding.   
 
Initially I was refused leave to enlist as I was in a reserved occupation at Broadcast 
Station 6WA.  However, when I learned that staff were required for the new munition 
factory, I applied and was successful, and was appointed as a Shift Foreman. 
 
In company with an engineer, I was sent to the munition factory at Hendon in South 
Australia for training and familiarisation with the machines in use.  There were no 
passenger trains and we were reluctantly given approval to travel in a cattle truck on 
a troop train.  The officers made it plain we were not welcome but the privates and 
the NCO’s made sure we got food and drink on route. 
 
We arrived in South Australia when the first American troops arrived and they were 
very popular with many of the factory girls.  On return to Western Australia we found 
Welshpool was manned and in production around the clock on eight hour shifts. 
 
The Welshpool S.A.A.F contributed significantly to the war effort with the 
manufacture of .303 munitions.  It was a custom built factory located within a short 
walking distance of Welshpool Railway Station and the Victoria Park Tram service 
was extended to the factory gates. 
 
Again, I tried to enlist and was commissioned in the Australian Mechanical and 
Electrical Engineers, but the munitions administration summoned me to a meeting of 
the Scientific Manpower Advisory Committee who directed me to return to munitions 
and I served out the remainder of the War at Welshpool. 
 
Practically all machine operators were female and the machine setters and labourers 
were largely invalided soldiers or sailors.  The female operators were very largely 
wives and girl friends of men in the Services who wanted to do their bit for the war 
effort and to bring their men home quicker.  Perth was unlike other cities in that there 
was no pool of girls with factory experience and many of them had no requirement to 
work and considered their employment a patriotic duty. 
 
One girl on my shift had the palm of her hand perforated by a punch and despite the 
pain she walked all the way to the casualty room with my assistance.  When we 
arrived, I need medical treatment for the shock. 
 
 
 
 



We were told that the Welshpool factory output was of a high standard and was 
preferred for use by our troops.  The factory ceased production when it became 
obvious that the War was in its final stages and the majority of the staff was put off.  
A small group of us prepared the machines for sale before I returned to the PMG’s 
Department. 
 
I was then a Senior Technician on Long Line Installation working around the State 
until, in 1949, I saw an advertisement for a Foreman Mechanic with the Department 
of Civil Aviation in Broome. 
 
I was successful in my application and a year later was promoted to Works 
Supervisor in Wyndham, then Engineer for the North West area and in 1956 returned 
to Perth.  After three years I was promoted to a higher grade in Adelaide, and in 
1969 was selected for secondment to Foreign Affairs in the Australian overseas aid 
program based in Melbourne. 
 
I was eventually put in charge of all aviation based aid programs until my retirement 
in 1979.  I then opened a consultancy business, which took me overseas and with 
considerable United Nations work. 
 
I eventually retired in 1989 and remained resident in Melbourne, as all of our five 
children had settled on this side of the country. 
 
 
 
   



 


