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This 1s my recollection of events that happened as a result of the second world war.

I have related things | experienced during those vears. | believe that the events I
have recorded are correct but that was many years ago and there may be some
discrepancies.

At the outbreak of war in 1939 Prime Minister Menzies advised busnessmen to
revive the World War I slogan, “Business as Usual” but it became progressively
harder to follow this homely advice as the government introduced price controlds.

When petrol rationing was introduced in October, 1940 private cars were allowed
only enough petrol to travel 16 miles a week. Hundreds of motorists turned to
charcoal as a substitute fuel — when burned it gave off a gas that powered the
engine. Clumsy Heath Robinsonish devices were fitted to cars and trucks. Some
were hidden in the boot of the vehicle, while others were mounted behind and
others waddled after on clumsy trailers!

The average range after one filling of fuel was 100 miles. Charcoal fuel was cheap
— a Chevrolet sedan on a test run did 732 miles at a cost of 12 shillings and
sixpence — but unpleasant — (add cost) = a gas producer was expensive to buy, from
£42 - £72 (pounds) but economical to run. Another less popular fuel substitute
was household gas carried on the roof of the vehicle in a balloon like container.

Towards the end of hostilities, three Chevrolet trucks were made available to
growers in Wanneroo. They were 30 Tare suitable to take the produce to market.
We were able to buy one as well as George Leach and Charlie Conti Sen. They
cost £380 each. After the war they had doubled their price.

Many private car owners were forced to put their vehicles on blocks for the
duration of the war,

Primary producers were allowed enough fuel to enable them to deliver their
produce to the market or Army Depot,

Controls became more severe after Japan entered the war in 1941 and Australia
moved to a total war economy.

To ensure that everyone in the community had access to goods, a system of
rationing was introduced in 1942

The ration book and its coupons were closely guarded possessions during the war

vears, Friends who came to stay invariably brought a gift of coupons, soldiers on
leave were issued with books so that their families could feed them.
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Food rationing followed. The scale varied from time to time. In 1944 the weekly
ration scale for each adult was tea — 2 oz, sugar — 16 oz, butter — 6 oz and meat — 2
lbs. These amounts were for a one-week period.

When it was announced that clothes would be rationed, there was a spree of panic-
buying regardless of the war effort. Rationing of clothing and footwear began n
June, 1942,

Rationing stopped this - each adult received 112 coupons and each item of clothing
had a particular coupon value. The coupons were expected to last from 9-12
months. To buy an item a person had to hand over so many coupons along with the
money. Thirty-gight (38) ration coupons were required for a man’s suit.
Waistcoats and double-breasted coats were banned - it was considered an
unnecessary waste of cloth.

Similar restrictions applied to women’s clothing.

A National Couneil of Clothes Styling which included the singer. Gladas Moncrief
and Miss F.M. Forde, wife of the Army Minister, fixed the maximum length of
skirts and banned dolman, balloon and leg of mutton sleeves to save cloth. Belts
could not be wider than two inches.

The manufacture of non-essentials was prohibited. The possibility of black market
goods reared its head in spite of the possible penalty.

With Japan’s involvement in the war, security became a priority. All windows had
to be masked so that no light showed at night. Our windows were covered with

black paper.

Motor vehicles had to have headlights dimmed and partly covered so that the beam
shone straight down onto the road.

We were also told to have some form of air-raid shelter in case of an air-raid attack.

Our home was directly in line with the Pearce Acrodrome. Squadrons of planes
often flew over our place on training runs. The sound of numerous planes
approaching gave you an uneasy feeling — it could mean imminent disaster.

When the Light Horse regiment was stationed north of the Wanneroo Post Office, a
checkpoint was installed at the corner of Dundabar and Wanneroo Roads to check
all traffic to and from Perth.

I'll never forget the night war was declared. A number of well-wishers and friends

were gathered at the Wanneroo Road’s Board Hall to celebrate a special event in
the life of Mr. & Mrs AIf Perry. 1 cannot recall if it was a special wedding
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anniversary or a birthday celebration. The announcement came OvVer the radio at
9.00pm that war was declared — it certainly put a damper on the proceedings!

At the outbreak of war I had only been married nine months. 1 was still very naive
about the ways of the world, trying to be an efficient housewife was enough of a
challenge without the thought of war. My marriage was arranged according to the
custom of my country of origin.

The man I married was ten years my senior. I agreed to the union, some Italian
girls didn’t ever have a sayl Even so, how could I possibly understand the full
implication of what lay ahead of me at the tender age of sixteen?

My husband was the son of a prominent Italian family who had been in Wanneroo
since 1912 and market gardening was their livelihood. Growing produce for the
armed forces was a priority so some of the men who contributed to the war effort in
this way were not compelled to enlist. They were still called up and “man-
powered”,

With the advent of war many able-bodied men from Wanneroo responded to the
call of duty. Some enlisted as part of the general call to arms and others
volunteered. Four of the young men I knew personally were: Albert Barney Facey
Jnr., Lacey Gordon Gibbs and William Herbert Gibbs and Jack Hastings.

The Gibbs boys were captured when Singapore fell to the Japanese, For a time
they worked on the Burma Railway. They were onboard a Prisoner-of-War ship
which was not identified as such and lost their lives when the vessel was bombed
by American bombers

Barney Facey lost his life when the truck he was driving received a direct hit in an
air raid attack in Singapore.

Able Seaman Jack Hastings served in the Battle of Matapan, Coral and China Seas.
He was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal. He survived the battles but was
killed in a traffic accident years after the war,

When the Mullaloo Surf Life Saving Club building was opened on January 23,
1966 it was dedicated to Mr. Hastings.

During the war, women were encouraged to enter the workforce, particularly as
more and more men left to join the armed forces.

Women worked in factories and munitions plants and in roles traditionally reserved
for men. Although they took men’s places, they were not paid the same wages as
the men. Some trade unions opposed the entry of so many women fearing that
because they were cheaper to employ, they would displace the men permanently.
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In 1941, women were allowed to join the armed forces and three major women’s
organisations emerged as a result. Women in thee organisations performed
essential duties in clerical areas, transport, signals and communications and freed
thousands of men for active service overseas,

Apart from the Nursing Corps, none of the women’s services were allowed to serve
overseas.

In July, 1942 the Australian Women's Land Army was formed placing women on
the land harvesting vital crops and managing livestock.

In every aspect of wartime hfe, women played a vital role. Many of these women
had the added responsibility of a household to manage and children to care for. As
many as 1.3 million women helped keep production going at home or worked in
war industries. Another 45,000 women served in the Armed Forces.

In the early 1940°s there was no regular bus service to and from Perth. The only
other means of transport for me was the truck that took the produce to market. This
meant there was only enough room for two people apart from the driver.

The family vehicle was a Fiat truck. The cab was open with little protection from
the wind or rain. Furthermore, you had to plan ahead to make sure there was room
for you in case another family had more important business to attend to.

There was no facility for shopping in Wanneroo at the time so if you forgot any
important foot item you went without until the next market day.

Our home was situated about half a mile from the main road. It was a heavy sand
track and sometimes the baker, who delivered the bread., would get bogged in the
loose sand and have great difficulty getting out.

The summer months were the worst. Sometimes the baker had to leave our bread
with the nearest neighbour to avoid the loose sand track. This could mean quite a
long walk.

There were two bakers delivering bread at the time. Emmanuel’s Bakery was
located in Charles Street. North Perth about half a mile from Dog Swamp.

No-one could employ a servant for more than 24 hours per week unless the
household included three or more children under ten vears — or for a period starting
six weeks before and ending six week after the birth of a child. In December, 1942
there were about 90,000 domestic servants in Australia.

My first child was born in 1940 at a nursing home in Newcastle Street, North Perth
called “MNurse Bevan’s”,
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This was a small maternity hospital which catered for about ten patients.

There was a number of these homely places in the metropolitan area run by
experienced midwives.

With the advent and insecunity of war, many unplanned pregnancies resulted. This
placed unprecedented demand on the facilities available.

When my second child was due in 1943, there were no vacancies where my first
child was bom however, I was able to get into “Niola Maternity Hospital” in
Cambridge Street, Leederville which was near the Leederville Town Hall.

Travelling 14 miles in a 1920°s model car while you are in an advanced stage of
labour is not exactly a joy ride I can assure you. I felt every bump on the road but
it certainly hurried the proceedings — my child was born within an hour of arriving,

The event was marred by the threat of a Japanese air raid coming over the city of
Perth.

During the war years, Australia was still using the imperial system of currency and
measure 5o I have related to things as £.5.D, miles, pounds and ounces.

Price control was also enforced for the sale of vegetables auctioned at the markets.
Tomatoes, which realised a good price for quality, could not sell for more than 7.6d
per ¥ bushel case. A grower relied on getting a good price for quality during a
shortage to enable them to recoup some of their losses during the lean times.

The price control applied to all the main group of vegetables grown and sold by
auction. The advent of war created a shortage and a big demand for any goods not
taken over by the army for the troops.

People on the land were more fortunate than city-dwelling folk because they had
ready access to a variety of farm produce as well as milk, eggs and poultry. Most
farmers in the Wanneroo area kept a cow and horse as well as raising their own
chickens for home use.

Attempts were made to reduce spending on (alcoholic) drink. Hotel trading hours
were shortened and the production of beer and other aleohol was reduced however,
black markets flourished openly especially near military bases. Below is an
example of some of the prices:-

Beverage Legal Price Black Market Price |
Scotch Whiskey |  £1.1 &6d(375ml) £9.0.0 (375ml)
Beer 1s & 1d {per bottle) 5 shillings (per bottle)
| Oz Whiskey  £3.1259d E3.6.0 - £4.0.0
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Additional Information (from Library)
Ratioming and restrictions impose austerity,
Women during the war years.

Human re'l.snurces regulations.

Black market in alcoholic drinks.
Substitutes for tea.

Control on servants.

Austerity dinners for 5 shillings.

Drycleaning of festive clothing prohibited.

Interesting Additional Information
Pastry cooking trade rationalised — releasing 400+ men for other work.
Confectionery was also on the list. 6,049 varieties were reduced to 70.

Four thousand confiscated Chesterfield cigarettes auctioned by the Customs Office
in Sydney realised an average of over sixpence each,

Meat and clothes rationing finished 22* June, 1948

Petrol rationing ended 7" June, 1949.

Double bed sheets required 25-26 coupons depending on size. Towels required 3
coupons. The original issue was only 56 coupons and we had no idea when the
next 56 clothing coupons would be made available.

Library References (City of Stirling Library, Scarborough branch)

Experience of Mationhood

World at War (Page 181)
Australia’s Yesterdays

Rosina 6. Smaliwood {Tuly, 20051, doc
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WARTIME LIFE

"AUSRALIAY  feserongs

E_iusiljlgss not quite as usual

—

Rationing and restrictions impose austerity

Al the outbeeak of war in 1939, Prime Minister
Menzies sdvised businessmen to revive the
World War | slogan *business as usual®, But it
becams progressively harder to follow this
homely advice & the governmen introduced
price contrals, commandeered faciories far war
production, restricied the sale of essential
materials, @nd began 1o copiral  poports,
caporls, foreign éxchange transsclions, even
haiming pigeons.

When petral rationing was introduced in
Cictober 1940, private cars were allowed anly
ermdgh petral 10 iravel aboul 16 miles o week,
Hurdreds of mstorisis tumed to charcoal & a
substitute [isel; when burned, it gave off o gus
that powened the engine. Clumsy Heath-
Raobinsanish devices called gas producers were
fitted b cars ard tnacks; wome weee hidden i
the boot of the car, others were mounied
behind, yet others woddled afler on clumsy
traibers. The averape range with one filling of
Fud was 104 miles.

Charconl  fuel was cheap—a  Chevrolet
sedan on a e8! run did 732 miles ar a cost af
185 6d—but unpleasant. A young woman who
left Adelaide as a platinum Blonde arrived in
Melboume Be 8 brareime.

Anceber but less popular substinee fuel was
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The rabon book and #is Couping wane Shiaky
guarded posseasions during the war years. Friencs
who cames 1o #lay ervariably brought a g#t of
coupens: soldiers on leave were issessd wilh
bediiiha mo fhad thede tamllles couid feed hem
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household gas, cxrried on the roof of the vehicl
i a balloon-like container,

Contrals became more severe affes Japan
enileresd the war in 1941, and Australia moved io
atotal war economy. Raticning of clothing and
foatwear began in June 1942, When the
manufacture of clodh was sandardised 10 one
thickmess, angry citizens pointed ot that suils
woem in 3 sweltering Townsville surimer would
be of the same weight 88 thase worn in a
freezing Hobart winser.

Ore style of suit

Mare angry criticism followed the introduction
in July 1942 of the “wictory suil’, belber known
5 the ‘Dedman suit® alter the efficient but
unpopular Minkster for War Orpanbeation of
Industry.  Scottish-bom Jahn  fohnastone
Dredman. The “Dedman suit” was restricied to
ame style; a single-breasted, pao-bubiom coat
with no butlons on the sleeves, and culfless
Erusers ol maore than 19in. wids, Tt cost £7 Ts,
required 38 rafion coupons oud of on annual
allowance of 112, and was expected to lasg from
mine ta |2 months.

‘Wadsicoats and double-breasted coats were
banned. ‘'Fancy a man who has worn a
walstooat all his |ifs suddenly going without
one,” wride a typically indignant reader to the
Sydmey Morning Herald, Eventunlly, after
many such protests, waisicoats were added 1o
the “victory suit” in December 1042,

Riding breeches, too, were banmed, and
patierns on socks were prohibited.

Women did notescape. They were advised bo
substitute leg paim lor stockings. A National
Council of Clothes Styling—which inchuded
the singer Gladys Moncriefl and Mrs F, M,
Forde, wife af the Army Minister—fined the

© masimum lengih for skirts and banned dolman,

ballcon and leg-of-muttan sleeves b0 save
choth. Belts could not be wider then 2 in.

Because of the shonage of elastic, panties
warg o b2 subsibvled for bloomers, bat
Madame Welgel's Jowrnal rose to the national
emergency  and published & padem  for
bloomers that fastened just below the knee znd
required mo slastic,

Dy cleaming of evening frocks, dinmer suits,
cream trowsers and lurnishings was prohibited
Permits to have evening frocks—which were
no longer allowed to be made—and cream
trowsers  dry-cleaned could be granted in
‘speciolly urgent cases’, but it was nol clear
what constifuted special urgency.

Black markel indrink

Ablesnpls were made to reduce spending on
drink. Hotel trading hours were shorterned and
the production of beer and other aloohol was
reduced. Howsver, black markets flourished
openly, especially near military bases. AL one
narthem buse, 3 bottle of Scatch cost £9 (legal
price, £1 1 6d).

Dispite palice vigilance, black market liguor
flowed in seemingly inexhaudible supplies 1o
niﬂm'lubs and cobareis, where transient
strvicersen were vicioushy exploiled. Price did
ool matter 10 servicemen having fun, The
Sydney black marker price lor beer was Ss
(hegal price 13 7d); for Australian whisky or gin

£3oe £4 (legal price 125 9d) and for Scoch £5
to £6, One American admitied spending £84 i
ks thaan @ week on liguoe and girls.

Sie Paul Hashuck writes in his official hisiary
of Auwstralia during World War II: Wartimme
experience makes it clear that beer and bering
mean mare than anything else in life @ 2
considerable mumber of Australians '

Substitutes for tea

Tea rationing was introduced in July 1947 e
lignat beang eight cunces a person for five
weeki. Mewspapers suggested substitutes; ey
tree, g wsed by the early seitlers, maidenhair
fern, sed clover blossom and lucerne, The
American tmops’ demand for collee led 1w g
search for cofes substitules. W. 5. Scully,
Minister for Commerce and Agricubluze,
proudly served ot Parliament House, Canlserra,
4 dubivus beverage brewed from bran, oatmen|
and treacle, which he hoped would become
Popular. It was never heard of again,

Tobacon was in short supply, and musk
leaves, cured gam beaves and ‘nartive’ tobooeo
were  recommmended as  substitules,  Swgar
ralioning begas in August 1942 The mang- .
facture of non-essenfials was  prahibited
These inclided bath-heaters, lawnmewers,
lounge suites and some other fumilare, toys,
dish-waching machines, men's evening wess,
Barters, suspenders, horse-racing equipment,
swim suits and pyjamns, Even livestock felt the
heavy hand of Dedman. Salt-licks were
abofished and it was necessary 1o have a
permin 1o buy salt for sheep.

Cantrals on servants

Arather of Dedman's decrees which broughs
much angry debate was one comcerning
domestic servants, In December 1942 there
were ahout 90000 domestc  servants in
Augtralia, Dedman decreed that  from |
Jamuary, 1943, no person without o permit

couild emplay a servanl For more than 24 hoursa
week, unless the homsshold included three or
mare children under ten years, or for 0 period
starling six wecks before and ending sl weeks
after the birth of a child,

The Housewives' Association described the
edict as & ‘crowning act of madoess e & mad
career.” ‘Calvinistic communism,’ thundered
the Sydney Morning Herald. ‘A classical
example of an aurhorltarianism run riot
proclaimed the West Ausrealion. “Not a
policy—a disaster.’ said the leader of the
Uniited Australia Party, Billy Hughes.

Prime Minister Curtin  defended  his
colleague’s measures: “There is only one way ©
el rid of wartime redrictions,” he ssid. 'Gei o
with ihe war and win i However, th
restriclions were modified to state that a perso)
could nat employ more than one servap
without approval of the Manpower Authariny

‘Austerity dinmers' for Ss

Austerity  meals  wene  announced,  wijk
Maximam prices: breokfast, 35 lunch, 4.
danner, 5s. Seme hotels tackled the price
probem by serving half portions of 35 Gd dishes
far 2s. For 55, you could have asparagus slUp,
toast chicken and bacon, and ice-crexm Melba;
O consrmme claire, rillea sirloin steak, and
bigguit glecé-—nr you could spend your entire
Sson 0 gnlled spachensk
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Human resources regulations

The Natiomal Securify Act gave the govemment the power
tocontral the human resources of the country. fohn Curtin
put it Bluntly when he said that ‘anybody in Australia can
be called upon to do’ whatever the government wants’,
Cartain occupations were classed as ‘reserved accupations’
aned people in these jobs were not allowed to enlist, But
the government had the power to direet labour whesever
it was needed. Men and women were required to leave
non-¢ssential industnes and work in essental industries.
[n January 1942 a Directorata of Manpower was established
with the authorty to allocate labour on the basis of the
war need, It also actively encouraged women to join the
work force. By the end of 19492 almost 400 000 Australian
waorkers had been directed away from civilian non-essential
industry to war-related ind ustry.

Rationing

To ensure that everyone in the comm unity had fair access
to goods and to prevent hearding, a system of rationing
was inteoduced in 1942, When it was announced that clothes
would be rationed there was a spree of panic buying
regardless of the war effort, Rationing stopped this, Each
adult received a ration book with 112 coupons and each
item of clothing had a particular coupon value. To buy
an item a person had to hand over so many coupens along
with money. Theoughout 1942 mare and more jtems were
rationed induding tea, butter, sugar, meat and cigarettes,
Petrol had been rationed since 1940 fercing many motorists
to garage their cars or find alternative fuels, Charcoal
burners attached to the rears of cars were the mast popular
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gas capable of powering maost

Women during the war years

During the war women were encouraged to enter the work
force, particularly as men loft to join the armed foroes.
Wornen worked in factories and munitions plants, and in
roles traditionally reserved for men. Even though they took
men's places, they were not paid the same W2EES 25 men,
and some trade unions opposed the entry of s0 many
wormen fearing that because they were cheaper to employ
they would permanently displace the men,

In 1941 women were allowed to join the armed focces
and three major women's organisations emerged: the
Women's Auxiliary Australis Air Force (WAAAF]), the
Australian Women's Army Service (AWAS) and the naval
equivalent, the Women's Royal Australian Naval Service
(WRANS), Women in these organisation’s  performed
essential duties in clerical areas, transpart, signals and
communications, and fread thousands of men for service
overseas. Apart from the Mursing Corps nune of the
women's services was allowed to serve pverseas. Other
wiomen joined the Australian Women's Land Acm v. This
organisation was formed in July 1942 and placed women
on the land, harvesting vital crops and managing livestack.

In every aspect of wartime life women played a vital
robe. As many as 1.3 million women helped keep production
Boing at home or worked in war industries, Another 45 000
served in the armed forces. Many of these women still had
the added responsibility of & household 1o manage and
children to care for.
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| Aration book and ration cards became sssential itens of
[

life i wartime Awrstralia

1. Why was the ration system intreduced?
| L. How did it operates

| — —
Melbowine

shove quewe for knitting woals
heesks in hang

Custonmes af a
with their ration




A Malbourne maker ol ‘personality  clolbes’
oroduced this sul made from sugsr and rice baga,
trands and all, 1o semphasise sasterity fashions

Raficning of ciethisg
began in June 1843 and
fod rationing folowsd
Tha scale varied from

e i wr, In 154 T
weekly ration scabs for
wach adull wa: ea 2
ounces; sagar 18
aunces; butier &
cuncey; man @ pounds
Al rationing oasaed by
July 1350

Sgurce: Australan VWar
Wemronal (42770

Leafet sncouraging the
Austraban public to help
the war sfiart by
groswing Hheit ows
vagetables, 1842,
Sowrne: Ausiraian War
Memocial RO T3

Many molorisia owercame peiral raticning by fitling
charcoal, which giva off a gas thal powered tha ang

their car with 3 gis producer like this. B burned
ing. & gas producer was axpensive fo buy — from

£&2 10 £72 — bl scenomical 1o wss, One fling of ehancoal fuel 100K a car abo 100 miles

In the crisis year of 1942, Brisbans
peopla surmangered many of the
customary fresdoms of daily life. Al
eivillans were required 1o registes far tha
wer effort and were isswsd with persanal
idenlity cards. Children wene issued with
identity disks. Travel ut of Brisbane was
restricted, and censorship of publications
and private comaspordense was
enforoed, The apening haurs of
Brisbane’s pubs were shonened and
their beer supplies ware cut back.
Schools closed and housewives became
used to standing in long lines b gat
everyday food supglies.

Furniturg and essanbal equipment was in
short supply. Tha military requisitioned
tables and chairs from govemment
affices, suburban schoolks and the Ay
megquisidioned gl binoculars, aven thosa
of racetrack stewards. Newsprint wes
ratiomad from mid 1540 and Saneral
Macarthurs press officars sirictly
contralled batefront news

In March 1942 the manufacture of all nan
essential ilems including perfurnes, nail
acruerns and eye raka-up wes bannad
Petrol wes ratoned through fuel licencas
and #ven essantial services such as the
Police had strictly limited supplies
Anyone wankng bo buy a new car
nesded a special purchaga arder
Farnilles started ba collact aluminium and
rags for recycing

Aftar 18 Jure 1942, a coupon sysham
retiened clothing and footwear
Fashionabio Brishana peaple could Buy
Wielory' cathing, for example, suils
which sawed clath by having nailher
jackel lapets nor trousar cuffs

To pay for the war, familles wana
encouragad ko contribute b Freedom,
Victary and Liberly Loans. So keen wera
Australians o buy these thal evan when
the war ended the govemment cantinued
with Security Loans, bulding 2 fund for
pulblic inwastmend. The Federal
Govemmant lrictly contralled inbarast
rales, praft levels, wages and the prices
of most goods and serdces

It endeavourad be glamp cut the
ineviabhe warlime black market and
profilesnng.

n 1942 schooks cosed far several
manths and could only re-opan whan
they had trenchas dug around their
playgraunds. Schaal children spenl par
of thedr weak practising air reid drills.

A Dig for Viclory progrem was introduced
and many achool yards ware planted
with hard-fo-gel vegelabias.

By 1943 hame deliveries of grocaries
came to an end and without mefrigerators,
famibas wers depandant an ica whan
availabde, Housewivas naedad ration
cands b abiain thair strict quota of lea,
medat, suger and butler ration.

T copyrignt MacArur Wussus Brisbane  asi updabed July 2004




