William lan Weir

HMAS SYDNEY - AN AFTERMATH

By W1 Weir

This rewrite is a more complete and updated account than those submitted to the
“End Seecrecy on Sydney Group’, *The HMAS Sydney Foundation Trust” and to
the ‘Batiye Library". Since then I have supplied a copy of my recollections of the
expedition to Red Bluff to recover a camera said to have been buried there by
Lieut Fritz (Dr) List of the German Raider Kormoran, to Mr M MeCarthy of the
Maritime Museum in Fremantle and to The Shire Clerk of the Shire of Carnarvon
Fed BlufT iz some eighty (80) miles nonh of Camarvon in Western Australia.

This record is born owt of conversations with Mr M McCarthy and a
Mr E McDonald of 32 Watsonia Road, Goosberry Hill and correspondence with a
wir B Clark who at that time lived in Carnarvon. All these gentlemen urged me to
record my personal involvement in this facet of the historical aftermath resulting
from the loss of HMAS Sydney, generally referred to as "THE RETURN TO
RED BLUFF",

My first connection with the saga of the Sydney occurred in Movember 1941,
whilst serving in the RAAF at No 9 Elementary Flying Training School (IEFTS)
which was situsted at Cunderdin in Western Australia.

Cunderdin is situated approximately one hundred and sixty (160) kilometres east
of Perih (the State Capital} on the Great Eastern Highway 1o the Eastern States
and other local towns. The Goldfields water supply main conduit passes through
the towmsite. One of several pumping stations for this supply was situated in
Cunderdin,  The East/West Transcontinental Railway skirts the town on its
northern boundary, as does the Monlock River, a tributary of the Avon/Swan
system. Further north again was the site for the aerodrome used by the RAAF as
part of the Empire Air Training Scheme.

There was a lot of hurried activity, men, rations, arms and wvehicles were
usserbled and disappeared into the wide blue yonder No official explanation
was made but it was later learned that the reason for all this activity was directly
related to the loss of Sydney. 1 do not remember the names of any of the
personnel involved but RAAF records of the transport drivers serving at
Cunderdin at that time, or their descendants, may tum up something useful
Either “Stan’ or ‘“Norman’ Brearley was the Commanding Officer of the Unit at
that time. The first question is, what connection, if any, exist with the report by
Sgi Anderson {(Appendix A) and my comments on that report (dppendic B}
sugoesting that the activities a1 9EFTS Cunderdin may have been related to the
millitary guard which arrived in Carnarvon on 27" November 1941. 1 realise that
this may Be a very remote possibility and may prove impossible to werify,
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however the possibility does exist and must not be ignored.  The mystery
regarding that expedition therefore remains as does the suggested possibility.

My next, and direct involvement occurred whilst 1 was serving at No. 71
Operational Base Unit (TI0BU) which was situated at the Acrodrome at
Carnarvon,  The drome served military and civil aircraft, mainly a RAAF
Courier/Transport Service and Mc Robertson Millar Airlines, who used Twin
Engined Lockheed Electra Ajrcrafl; with occasional American, Dutch and English
military aircraft dropping in for supplies and service. A notice in
“WETAFFAIRS" led me to a John M Scrimgeour in Queensland. His letter of 2™
COctober 1999 states that thiry-four (34) squadron operated a couner/transport
service to and through Carnarvon at that time.

Carnarvon is a port town at the mouth of the Gascoyne River, some nine hundred
{900) kilometres north of Perth.  In those days (1940°s) the town was fairly
isolated, being reached by air via McRoberton Millar Airlines, or aboard one of
the State Shipping Service vessels, one of which was the Koolinda or Overland by
following the telephone line along a rough track. The Morth West Highway is a
relatively recent amenity

The Aerodrome occupied by the RAAF is situated on the eastern edge of the town
and was subject to periodic flooding by the Gascoyne River, therefore in
1943/1%44 a levee bank was constructed by Bell Broz along its north and west
boundary, The base was first occupied by the RAAF in May 1942 and was
vacated in February 1946, 1 arrived in October 1943 and did not leave until
February 1946 apart from a fow days compassionate leave in early 1944 ar
thereabouts.

The airmen were, in the main, quartered in two houses, one in Robinson Street at
least one bot west of James Street, | understand that this house was later moved
into and facing James Street approximately opposite the other house which is in
James Street several lots east of Robinson Street. Mr B Clark apparently owned
this building wntil recently. There were approximately fifty (50) men on the base
at any one time.

As an aside, and for the official record, it is interesting to rocall:

(a) Japanese aircrafi were often seen over the Drome. On one occasion | was
‘buzzed” by one of their aircraft.  They obviously knew that we had no
defence facilities. Hence their low level intrusions,

()  The Dutch military intelligence maintained a radio listening post in the
Port Hotel.  There were at least three (3) servicemen involved in the
operation,

Page 2 of 16




{c}  The Australian Army maintzined a Corporal and a Private at Carnarvon
Their sole duty was to arrange for and supply rations to the RAAF Base.

(d)  Two squadrons of ‘Spitfire’ and some one hundred (100) support aircrafl
passed through Carnarvon on their way to defend Perth against a feared
invasion. e “Spitfire’ had to crash (bellv) land, 1 cannot remember its
fate. | understand these aircraft were previously stationed in Darwin in the
Morthern Termtaory.

Whilst at Carnarvcon an article appeared in ‘The Mirror’ Newspaper, a scandal
sheet of those times regarding a German Prisoner of War receiving preferential air
transport to this State. This anicle included a photograph of Lieut (Dr) Fritz Lisi.
This article was located by Mr Bryan Clark of Camarvon many years later. A
similar report appeared in *The Sunday Times' Newspaper on the 0" December
1945 This report was located by Mr Frank Dunn of ‘The Sunday Times’ in the
record held by the Battye Library, 1 have added a typed copy of this report as
Appendix (H), The question arises as to what reporting of the various events
relating to Sydney were published in *The Northern Times' MNewspaper. |
understand that copies of this Carnarvon Mewspaper can be viewed at the Bamye
Library and the Carnarvon Shire Library and this 1intend to do. From memary a
Mr Jim Richard was the Editor of that publication at that time.

The initial shock was the arrival of Liewt M F Yarra and Doctor Fritz List in
Carnarvon.  Again no explanation was made. They lived with us for about a
week, during which time Lisut Yarra obviously contacted Mr Arthur (Coocher)
Snook to act as guide to Red Bluff.

Several days later an Australian Army Engineer Licut presumably his name was
“Willis" but we were not told, armived in Carnarvon. He was accompanied by an
Army Corporal with an unserviceable mine detector. See Appendices (C) and
()

These two, together with Dr List, Lieuwt Yarra, our Commanding Officer,
Mr Snook and up to five RAAF Servicemen, including myself, set out from
TIOBL for Red Biuff in 2 RAAF vehicle In spite of my most determined efforts
I cannot recall the names of the RAAF personnel who made the trip. From
records that have come to hand it is certain that leading Aircraftsman A A (Bill}
Firns and Corporal Les Le Poidevin were both members of the party.  Letters
from Bill daved 15 March 1996 and Les dated 16" August 1998 confirm my
siory. Oiher possibilities are Lac's H W Barrat, K C Cadd, A E Ford, G H
Graham, L J Hourigan, W R Martin, W G Morcon, D E Schollefield, Corporal A
B Clugsion or G F Meyer. See paragraph nine (9) of Appendix (C).

Short of Quobha Station Homestead we halted and a heated discussion obviously
took place between Lt Yarra, Mr Snnok and our Commanding Officer. Mr Snook
and our C.0. apparenily advising Lt Yarra to say “Good Day’ to Mr Baston, the
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CrwmerManager of Quobba Station. Lt Yarra did not heed this advice, another
obvious official blunder so we all proceeded on o Red Bluff as quickly as
possible.

We abandoned the vehicle at an ‘Outcamp’ some distance from the beach,
clambered down the steep sandy and rocky cliff to the beach then walked along
the beach 1o the cave. This took the best part of an hour. The cave has two
openings, one facing the sea, the other facing northwards along the beach. |
intend to return to the area in the near future and carmy out some time and distance
studies and take a number of photographs.

When Dr List entered the cave, through the seaward entrance, he pawsed
momentarily, looked up at a spot high on the back wall, then down o the floor of
the cave and indicated where we should dig 1 and the other RAAF personnel dug
a hole in the sandy floor some two foot deep and some six to eight feet wide at the
top. Mo camera, the alleged object of the whole operation was found, so Lt Yarra
called a halt for lunch.

After lunch the mine detector was produced. An area of the beach adjacent to the
seaward entrance, but outside the cave was to be swept but as the machine would
not funetion, it was discarded after a few minutes, This concluded our efforts w
find the camera, so we packed up and returned to Carmarvon after about two hours
at the actual gite. This included time out for lunch, 50 it must be said that it was
not a very thorough or sustained scarch, Why on carth was the search by mine
detector only focussed on the beach outside the cave, surely it would have
required the inside of the cave to be given first priority.

Was Barbara Winter obviously relying largely on the afficial account when she
wrote in her book:

{a) Sameone’s idea of *Sirict Secrecy’ was o send him (Dr List) in uniform
on & commercial flight, as though German Naval uniform were so
common that one more would cause no comment, See page 222 of her
book.

{b)  On page 223 is the phrase “Fhere was equipment to gather™. My
comment on that is o ask what equipment other than an unserviceable
mine detector and some shovels,

{c)  On the same page she was obviously told that group Captain Hanna
accompanied the party (to Carnarvon) to facilitate arrangements on the
spot. 1 have no memory of such an important visitation.

{d)  On page 224 she refers to the speculation on the action of the sea
sweeping clean the floor of the cave and the subsequent replacing of the
missing sand. Possible of course.
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i¢}  On the same page it appesrs she was told that a platoon from the
Engineering Corps under the command of Lt J Willis shoveled tons of
sand out of the cave and patrolled the beach with mine detectors. This
operation went on for a weeb. | believe a platoon can COmMprise 30ie
twenty (20) persons and was told these men were provided with transport
and rations from 710BU. As the Equipment Officer for the base 1 would
have been aware of such a drain on our limited resources, therefore 1 can
say quite categorically that this is pure fiction. Why?

In retrospect | would say that Lt Yerra, wha was obvicusly ill with stomach
trouble at the time. was eager 1o get back to Melbourne, make his report and
disappear from centre stage. Dv List on the other hand was obviously and
justifiably unhappy with the effort put into the search.  Dr List is subsequently
reported 1o have had very little to do with researchers and intelligence people.
Perhaps the performance of Lt Yarra was partly to blame. It would be interesting
tor kmow the exact orders Lt Yarra received for the conduct of the search.  [7 those
orders were ever reduced to writing and if “Yamra" was the real name of the
Lieutenant.

There is grave doubt sbout the real name of Lt Yarra. It appears his family
emigrated from Germany and adopted “Yarra” as their family name. He entered
the military using “Yarra” as his name. His knowledge of the German language
must have assisted his entry into the Intelligence Section  He did not show much
intelligence in refusing to say "Ciood Day” to Mr Baston of Quobba Station.  His
action is officially excused on the grounds that his ‘orders’ were to maintain
“Xrriet Secrecy” about the whole operation,

Incidentally Lt Yarra told us, almosi as an aside, that we were bound by the
provisions of the "Official Secrets” Aet not 1o disclosed amy of the days events,
This statement was made while we were all on the beach just prior to departure. |
have honoured this request for some fifty vears, however as we were not required
1o formally undertake such an obligation I do not believe one exists. Due to the
lapse of time and changed circumstances on one hand and secondly as this is a
factual history of what actually happened, it can hardly be said to prejudice
national security any more than the official record, if one actually exists

There is some doubt as to when the operation occurred. Evidence from a number
of spurces definitely point to early December 1943 as the actual time. As proof of
this the reporis of Captain Horwood and Lt Yarra, the newspaper articles
appearing in “The Sunday Times™ on 9 December 1945 all point directly 10
Diecember in spite of the assertions by Lt T Frame of the Royal Australian Mavy
1o the effect that Dr List made his alleged revelation in February 1943,
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Assuming Lt Frame was correct, it does appear an inordinately long time, and
highly unlikely, that the military would fail 1o act for some ten (10} months and
then wrap up the actual search in a very few hours.

Having talked 1o Dy List on & number of occasions it would, in my opinion, be
unlikely and out of character for him to have made such revelations regarding the
camera before the cessation of hostilities on & May 1945 (V E Day) and most
probably not before the 15 Augest 1945 (V' J Day). Further I believe he would
not have heen permitted by his superiors to make such a revelation before May,
1945 at the earliest. These probabilities further strengthen the case for December,
1945 being the time this expedition was carried out, thus casting grave doubts
about another of Lt Frame's many assertions.

Several years later | was contacted by Mr Jonothan Robotham, an ex army
intelligence officer. He spent a lot of time at Red Bluff, wrote a book on the
subject but did not, or could not, get it published. Copies of the manuscript cxist
in Battye Library, and | understand in the Carnarvon Shire Library. The
manuscript is titled “Eagle in the Crows Nes”. This meeting raises an important
question “How did Mr Robotham obiain my name as a participant in the Refurn
fov Foedl Biwgff™ .

Paragraph Twenty-six (26) also poses the question of why a book written by John
Robotham and another by Bryan Clark have not been published, From what |
have been able to read of the draft of the book by John Robotham there is very
little, if anything, to preclude its publication and therefore its contribution 1o
posterity. | cannoi comment on the book by Bryan Clark as | have not seen the
draft

My next involvernent was as a result of an article by Bryan Clark of Carnarvon
which appeared in “The West Australian” Newspaper in August/Seplember 1991,
I wrote to Bryan pointing out that it was basically RAAF personnel involved in
the “feiwrn to Red Bluff”. This has initiated some correspondence back and forth
over the years.

A item in the West Australian Newspaper on 14 September 1992 led me to the
“Ened Secrecy O Sydiee)y” Group which included Mrs Maoylan, Mr Doohan and
mr MeArthur. Arising from this contact | prepared a written report for the group.
That report was basically the same as the facts recorded so far herein.  Strangely
this repant was LOXT 5o 1 provided a further copy. 1 understand that my account
was not well received in certain circles as it refuted the official line, and was
described as a issue of lies, a common tactic. This naturally upset me, | dislike
being called a liar, so [ set out to prove my story, for my own peace of mind as
well as to set the record straight for posterity. 1 have continued periodic
cormespondence with John McArthur over the years.
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Firstly I read the book by Barbara Winter regarding the Sydney (twice) and as a
result 1 wrote to her querying several assertions, her reply of 11" February 1993
refers. In essence her book and those by Michael Montgomery, Lt T Frame, what
I have bBeen able to read of the book by Capt Detmers or of the manuscript by
John Robotham were of no help to me in my particular field of investigation.

Secondly 1 prepared a list of personnel whom | remember as being at 7108U
Carnarvon about the time of “The Remrn to Red Bhaf”. and tried by use of
telephone books, electoral rolls, ete to locate them and so verify my story, Many
of the airmen had died or could not be located. Eventually 1 found Mr A A (Bill)
Firns of Dardanup in Western Australia. His lester of the 15 March 1996 refers
and verifies my recollections

My next veniure was to write to “The FMAS Syaney Foundation Trase through
Mr Paul Filing M.H.R. on 3" February 1996 enclosing a copy of the repors made
10 the “ES05" Group. This report was also allegedly LOST, so a further copy
was supplied to & Mr Punchard. Receipt of that copy has been acknowledged

On ;7" March 1997 [ wrote fo the Australian Archives in Dixon A.C.T, asking for
a copy of the report by Lt Yarra and a statement by Dr List regarding “The Return
jes Ref Bluff". The report by Lt Yarra and my memorics of that day vary in many
ways. See Appendices (C) and (D). | provided Mr Punchard with a copy of that
report and my written comments therean.  The report did however canfirm my
contention regarding RAAF involvement in the operaticn,

In vew of the articles appearing in The West Australian Newspaper on the 17"
and 20 June 1995 it would not be unreasonable to assume that perhaps Lt Yarra
was more interested in locating the goldicoin from KORMORAN than the camera
e was allegedly endeavouring to locate.

From inguires | have made it does appear certain that raiders such as
KORMORAN did carry adequate gold/coin in order to pay for necessary goods
and services at friendly or neutral ports, Whether this gold/coin was brought
ashore or not is another mystery. 1F it was not then location of the wreck of the
KORMORAN would appear to be one of high priority.

If on the other hand the gold/coin was loaded into one of the five (5) known
lifeboat from KORMORAN, then there are a number of possibilities,

{a)  Had the gold'coin been loaded into one ar more of the lifeboats taken into
tow by passing ships, then obviously the goldicoin would have been
jettisoned at some appropriate time to prevent it falling into enemy (our)
hands; or

(b) O the twi lifehoats which are said 10 have came ashore, one at Red Bluff
and the other at some distance south, the gold/coin could have been hidden
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at gither site. This means that there are many hectares of beach and land
io be searched. 'Was this what Jonothan Robotham was really about?

(c}  Would not some of the German survivors, who were aware of the hiding
place for this gold./coin, have made some serious effort to recover this
treasure. Apparently this did not oceur, therefore it is logical 10 assume
that this goldcoin was not hidden on the Western Australian coast and
mmay still be in the wreck of KORMORAN.

id) s there a possibility of a sixth lifeboat being launched from KORMORAN
and if 50 what became of it? It is now known that some eighty (80)
German Sailors remain unaccounted for. Given that a number of these
would have been killed in the battle where are these lost seamen?

() Historically it is important to know the fate of all these lifeboats, rafts &ic,
how they were recovered, by whom and where are these boats today.

Presumably Sydney was also provided with a similar supply of funds, in which
case the location of the wreck would have a second purpose, namely financial

gain

As an ex-serviceman [ am very aware of the importance the BAAF placed on the
communication of information of all kinds fo higher authority. | am alse aware
that Sgt Mel Kitson from the orderly room prepared a daily record of the activities
at the base, Mr ™ T Durham in his letter of 23 June 1998 confirms this practice, 1
cannot believe that the navy did not have similar practices in place, as well as the
responsibility to report emergency situations. Maval headquarters must therefore
have a number of “Sigmals” initiated by SYDNEY prior to and during the
encounter with KORMORAN, To deny this must inevitably lesd to the
assumption of a “Cover Up" which should and must be put to rest.

Regarding the various facts, theories, conjectures, all too scarce official records,
and denials put forward from time to time concerning the loss of SYDMNEY, it
would from my reading of the books by Messrs Frame, Montgomery, Robtham,
Winter and Detmers, personal knowledge and other information that | have been
able to acquire, that:-

{a)  Tom Frame, as a naval historian, tried very hard to defend the navy, to
discredit or disregard any facts or disparage any theories advanced on the
basis of lack of proof, yet expected his assertions, no matter how incorrect,
to be accepted as indisputable. He did not convince.

{by  Michael Montgomery tried to defend Capt Burnett but in view of Barbara
Winter's summation of Capt Bumett’'s actual seagoing experience,
Montgomery also failed to convinee, Michael also condemned the
responses of the German POW's under interrogation. He completely
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ignores the fact that these people had a duty to refrain, evade or even lie
when replying to guestions.

{c)  Barbara Winter was cerainly the mosi balanced in her writing, She
compared the firepower of the two boats pointed out the problems of gun
and torpedo control suffered by SYDNEY, a fact which should have been
of considerable concern to the Mavy and the Government of the day, the
problems with the bearings on the drive shaft of KORMORAN, the lack of
sen poing and command experience of Capt Burnett. None of these facts
have been refuted. The only criticism of her writings would be that she
appeared to follow the official line too closely.

(dy  From what | have been able to read of Capt Detimers book, that gentleman
was not impressed by the tactics wsed or forced upon Capt Burnett
throughout the engagement.

My research has raised more questions than answers, grave doubts about the
weracity of the contents of such official document as | have been able to acquire,
nasty suspicions where no answers have been provided and glaring examples of
acceptance of siuations which should not have existed or have been allowed to
exist.  Examples of the shsence of answers leading to doubts, suspicious,
unsatisfactory and unacceptable situation are referred to throughout this account,
we must ask:

{a)  Why did the Navy Heirachy and the Government of the day who were
well aware of the deficiencies in the control of the armament on
SYDMEY, do nothing to correct these deficiencies, thus endangering the
vessel and its company!

(b} Why, in view of the known inexperience of Capt Burnett in command and
seagoing experience, appoint him to such an important position.

ic) Capi Burnett is contineally being cited as being a strict follower of orders.
Is it not therefore logical Lo assume he was following order in making a
broadside approach to KORMORAN and to such close range, and
therefore became the “Fall Guy™

(d)  Mational security is continually being used as an eccuse for not providing
answers to untasteful questions. The given reason being to hide the fact
that the Japanese secret codes had been broken. This was a valid reason in
the 1940's but some sixty (60) years later can no longer be justified
Obviously national security is still being used as an excuse to protect some
unknown fact/s, event's or person's.

Page 9 of 16




41.

42

]

(e} Why do we persist in refusing to accept that SYDNEY and KORMORAN
were capable of similar firepower, therefore the eventual result came
down to tactics, experience, discipline and luck.

i) Where are the ‘Signals’ generated by SYDMNEY, there obviously were
some. T understand SYDNEY had trouble with ils wireless equipment.
What else was wrong with Sydney, It appear she was catastrophe going
somewhere 1o happen

My research is running into a lot of *dead ends’ due o the lack of accurate official
records, the lack of knowledge as to how and where 10 locate such reports. A
number of necessary reports appear o be classified as restricted, unavailable and
even destroyed in the interest of national security. Other causes are the death of,
inability to locate personnel who were present & the time, or their descendants, or
the failing memories of such personnel when found, after fifty plus years fior
example a request for specific information resulted in a letter from Air Force
Headquaners dated 15™ July 1997 which said, and 1 quate:

“As that Departaent does not meainiain nowinad rolls of indivichaals that serve at
dlifferent wits o hases [ vegrer thay [ am unable to provide you with o fist of
personmel that served at Carvarvan in (9457

This poses the questions:

{a)  How did Jonothan Robotham obtain my name as a participants in the
return to Red Bluff. See paragraph twenty-six (26) hereof,

() How did Mr ™ T Durham locate and forward me a complete list of airmen
who were stationed at T710BU in Camarvon during its entire operation.
See Morm's letter of 23" June 1998,

Apparently T am asking the wrong people the wrong question,

Concerning the German lifeboats that came ashore north of Carnarvon, Sgt
Anderson reported (see Appendix A) that the local customs officer and Constable
Sullivan were to recover these boats and relevant equipment. Mo official record
appears 1o exist of any report by either of these individuals to their respective
superiars, on such operation. The Customs Department letter dated 26" February
1999 and the Police Depariment letter of that date refer. The Western Australian
Archives were contacted on 24" March 1999 and were unable to supply any
information on this matter  This is quite unbelievable, especially in the
circumstances. Barbara Winter provides some information on the five (5) known
German lifeboats in her book, ai page 243, 1 understand that a lifeboat said to
have come from KORMORAN is currenily displayed on the Camarvon jetty but
have been unahle (o confirm this at this stage.
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Due vo the lack of qualified manpower in those days, the local circumstances and
the remoteness of Carrarvon | assumed that Mr Tom Annear would have acted as
the local customs officer. In fact | have recently learned that this role was filled
by a Mr Gordon Ewers. Tom Annear was obviously a man of many talents. He
was involved in every facet of the loading and unloading of the State Shipping
Service vessels which emtered the port of Carmarvon and in vanous aspects of the
activities and responsibilities of the Harbour And Lights Depariment which
included the maintenance and repair of the jettv, navigation lights, railway rolling
stock and track and the goods sheds.

A letter from Mr G H Ewers dated 30" June 1999 confirms that he was the local
customs officer in Carnarvon in 1941 and also acted as the representative for the
Depariment of the Navy. As such he reccived some signal traffic from the
Depariment. Regarding the SYDNEY/KOREMORAN battle, 1 wonder what
those signals said, | puess we will not be told.  Apparently he was superseded in
Authority by a Commander Everafl so he was nod prive 10 3 lod of information o
the relevant actrvity including the recovery of the lifeboats. He did say he kept
hig superions aware of evenls so obviously the Mavy has some information on the
whole picture but comtinues (o siy nothing. Why? More recently | have learned
that Constable Sullivan had died and it was not known if there were any
descendents,

This information clearly indicates that the Mavy was solely responsible for the
fecovery of the beached German lifeboats, Commander Rverofl was named as
bemng in charge of this operation.  He presumably obtaned the services of some
local labour including that of Constable Sullivan.  Commander Ryeroft should
certainly have made a detailed written report on the operztion and 1 am sull o
obtuin a copy for inglusion in this account and for posterity, but [ will not hold my
breath, From this i 15 obvious the Navy 15 lax in not demanding a report by
Commander Ryverofi or is not prepared 1o make it available, it in fact such a report
exists,

| have: written to the Roval Australian Navy requesting information regarding the
recovery of the German Iifeboats from KORMORAN and to the Australian Army
Engineers regarding the expedition o Red Bluft by Lt Willis and Corporal “No
name” tos recover the camera saud o have been buried there by Dr List, the war
correspondent on board KORMORAMN

Regarding Flight Lieutenant Cook who is referred to in Appendix A, it appears
this officer was a pilot detached from Pearce to Carmnarvon. He could have been
from either fourteen {14) or twenty-five (25) squadron. One squadron flew single
engined WIRRAWAY Aarcrafi, the other flew twin engined LOCKHEED
HUDSON Aircraft. The reason for his detachment was merely as part of the
effort to locate SYDNEY and had no other significance. Pearce is the permanent
RAAF hase which is situated at Bullshrook some fifty (300 kilometres nonth of
Perth.
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Regarding Appendix F which is the report made by Capt Horwood | wonder if the
recommendation made in paragraph twenty-five (25) of that report was ever acted
upon.  If so was this the “missing” Appendix A referred 1o by L1 Yarea in his
report. See paragraph one (1) of Appendix C hereof.

An obvious question which arises from the report by Spt Anderson of the
Carnarvon Police is why he (S3gt Anderson) first received the message regarding
survivors from Mr Sharp of Dalgety and Company. This 15 not a criticism of
Mr Sharp, or his informant, or the various actions taken by Mr Sharp as a result of
that message, rather he is o be congratulated for what preparations he set in train
for the reception of the survivors, Mr Sharp was apparently also the recipient of
messages from Flight Lieutenant Cook reparding the survivors who were thought
to be from SYDNEY,

The report by Lt Yarra {Appendix C) led me to the conclusion he was anti-
Gierman in spite of his own heritage, or because of it, and was unfortunately in a
position to “bend the truth” or at best to be quite inaccurate in order to denigrate
Dr List and the German P.0O.W’s in general. | cannot retract from the stand | take
in my varous comments on LU Yarra's report,

Appendix E is said to be an interpretation, by Lt Yarra, of the observations made
by Dr List of the altered conditions at the cave site after four (4) vears, Are these
a biased version of what Dr List said to Lt Yarra and if so why?

Generally the report by Capt J F Harwood (Appendix F) appears fo be a
reasonably accurate account but does not support the assertions of Lt Yarra
{Appendix C). Paragraph twenty-four (24} and twenty-five (25) of Capt
Horward’s report raises two unanswered and probably unanswerable questions,
The letter from the Australian Archives dated 17" November 1997 signed by
Darren Watson, covering Capt Horwaood's report is staggering in that it is
assumed that the majority of the associated records have been DESTROYED.

Fact Sheet 111 {hirp e i gow suiressmch/factsher/fil | L himl) states that “of the
EORMORANs crew of 397, 317 were rescued”, Paragraph 36(d) of my account

refers to the question and was the question of these missing seamen investigated
in any great depth wath the POW?s and if not, why nol. The same fact sheet also
states “How could the SYDNEY with such superior fire power have been sunk by
KORMORAN, Paragraphs thirty-nine (39) and Forty (40} of my account and the
book by Barbara Winter both cast grave doubt on this assertion. Surely a ship
with officially acknowleged problems with gun control, torpedo firing mechanism
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it 15 past ime that the Navy admitted these facts and permanently withdraw the
assertion of SYDNEY s supenior fire power.

The publication (b goy s hosseommines (b dem eram b ) makes
interesting reading but contnbutes very little to this account. 1t 15 broken up into a

number of chapters, as follows

(i} This chapter laments the fact that the inguiry wok place some fifty-eight
(58) vears after the event. It questions the reasons for such a long delay
and poses the thought that this was a deliberate aci, or even that the
enguiry was forced upon officialdom by public pressure and may not
otherwise have occurred

{1} Credit Tom Frame with the proposal that Capt Detmers acted outside the
rules of wartare. Is there any such rules? To me the proposal appears to be
the typically Australian tactic of accusing your opponent of practising
those unfair wetcs which you voursell use in order 10 cover your own
inadequacies

(11}  Recommended that the operations of the Archive Act 1983 be reviewed so
that researchers such as | may be enabled to access approved records,
however the Commitiee did not see that it should undertake such a search,
It also made the point that there was no evidence of Japanese participation
in the loss of SYDINEY and that ceniain documents would not be available
for public scrutiny.  Why?  This statement also indicates that the
Commitiee did do some research of such documents s were made
available to it

{ivl  This chapter skirts round the deficiencies on the SYDNEY but does not
deny their existence. 1t further implics that the “close approach’ was part
of Capt Burnett's order and that in fact he was virtually “set up’.

(vl The question of “signals™ initiated by SYDNEY 15 also skirted around in
spite of the testmony of Robert Mason.  The sugpestion of Japaness
interventions is ruled out on the basis of lack of evidence and the
probability that the sugpestion was floated to excuse the erfoneous belief
that SYDNEY was the more powerfully armed ship (see sub-paragraphs
twio {2 and Four (4) of this paragraph.

(vi}  This chapter deals with the delay in commencing a search for SYDNEY.
This poses TWo qUestiens:

(a} What dav of the week was 19" Movember 19417

() Who first sighted the CGeemen sunvivers and reported such
informateon, presumably to Mr Bastos of Cueobba Stason, to Mr
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Sharp of Dalgety and Company and finally 1o S5g Anderson of the
Carnarnvon Pohce.

1 have made six checks on the day of the week of 19" Movember 1941
Five of these have shown this was a Wednesday, On the other guestion 1
wnderstand that it was an Abariginel stockmon who mised the initial
alarm. Seemingly the search of SYDNEY had commenced some time
hefore Spt Anderson hecame invelved on 25 Movember 1941 This
chapter also poes some way towards establishing that the German version
ot the conflict is as accurate and truthfidl as such a traumatic event can be
and thal clam of muder of the SYDNEY survivors by German op
Japanese could not be subsianiiated

(vity  Thas chapter deals mamly with the Carley Float and Body thar came
ashaore on Chostmas [sland and related matters and possibilibies.

(vin} This chapier deals with vanous aspects related o the possible/probable
locaton of wreck sies of SYDNEY and KORMORAMN

(1%} Mis chapter deals generally wath the proviston of & memanal for
SYDNEY and the source of funds for that project.

The paper, as se1 out 1n paragraph fitty-tour {54 ) was theretore of very ittle use to
me momy panicular sphere of research. My record of my memones of “The
Retum o Red Blufi™ appears to be the only factual record in exisience of that
porteon of Australizn wartime history.

In December 19494 | had the oppomunity 1o returm 1o Camarvon for a few days. |
ried to contact the Shire Clerk but he has otherwase occupied 50 | alked o one of
the Library stall for some time. Apparently the records of “The Morthern Times’
Mewspaper are not held there. 1 did not ask about the book by John Robotham. 1
then talked o a lady in the Tourist CHiice who put me in touch wath Cecily Miller
{mee Mckail), [ also called on Mr Jim Richards, one ume editor of ™ T'he Northern
F'imes” Mewspaper He told me that all the papers records had been destroved ina
evelene 50 he could not be of any real help to me. | alzo @lked 1o one of the
Hughes Family but cannot recal| her married name,  We bandied names of people
of vestervear back and fonh for some ime. | atso contacled an estote agent with
busimess premises i Robinson Street wiho allowed me necess to his many reconds
on the Sydney/Komoran saga But | just did not have enough tme o do a
thorough search of that matenal,

My dnughter and | went to visit the cave at Bed Bluff. Eventually we pot o the
caretaker’s house af Red Bluft and over a cup of tea and biscunis | told him my
story and the purpose of my vigit. He told me that there was no windmull, water
tronghs, vards or out camp in the mmediate vicimty and 48 far as he knew there
mever hisd been, He pointed oul the cave said to have been used by the German
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sanlors, so we set ofl to investigate. The cave was sinmlar to whal my memory sad
it should be except that a large portion of the roof over the scaward entrance was
missing. as were the pot holes (man sized grotios according o Lt Yarra) in the
Southem Wall. Even these vanations could be accepted but | cannot beheve any
cyclome storm could alter the adjacent terran fo such an extend as fo remove
some two'three miles of unscaleable sandy, rock based and scrub covered cliffs 1o
the nogth of the cave and further | have no memory of Red Bluff some distance
southwards. However we took some photographs of the cave for the record.

Chn our way home we stopped at the caretaker’s home and 1 told him that 1 did not
think that the cave was the one | was taken ton 1945 and the reasons why, as sel

out in the previows paragraph,

| had hoped i0 visii an area locally known as “the Caves” some distance south of
Hed Bludt but we missed the tumott and it was too late to tum back.  Further
south again we went in towards the coast o see pant of the area known locally as
the “17 mile™ which 15 where one of the German life boats and a number of sailors
are said to have come ashore,

Further south again we visited the Caim erected o the memory of SYDNEY and
KORMORAN and their crews. We pard our respects and took some photographs.
We passed (Juobba Homestead, had a quick look at the *Blow Holes” and home to
Carnarvon

Mext day we weni out to the coastal end of the jetty and had a look at the hicboat,
sind 10 be one of those from KORMORAN, 1 cannot confirm or deny ils ongin,
though i peneral desien and appearance, aparl from s much smaller siee, 15
similar to that of the German hifebaat | saw in Perth, where 1t was being used o s a
fund raiser for the war effor.

Ui reflection | am now becoming more and more convinged that the cave 1 was
taken to om 1945 was not the cave at Red Blull which we visited i 1999, The
1945 Cawve must therefore exist on some other part of that wild coast, for example
“The Caves™ area. These words of Dr List keep coming back 1o me, There were
many caves 10 the Chils where we landed. | wish | were a ot vounger and
stronger and had unlimited time and resources m order o cary out a thorough
search of the consthing north of Cruobba Homestead 1n order 1o locate my missing

Ll

There sull remans the unanswersd requesis 1o the navy and the army engineers
tor copies of reports on The Becovery of the German hieboats by CDE Rycroft
on one hand and the actvines of Lt J Willis on the other these documents if made
avmlable will be treated as appendices with appropiate comments iF necessary.
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ti.  The photographs taken i Decemnber 1999 and any explanatory nodes thereon will
receive similar treatment. | do thank my daughter for her help and co-operation in
myy visit to Carnarvon and the vanous parts of the const 1o the nofh of Carnarvon.

65 1 had 1o go o the oty recently so ook a few mimetes to visit the Battye Library, |
asked 1o see their copies of *“The Northern Times” Mewspaper. The stall member
indicated they had film of everv issue so | asked for issues published n
Movember/December 1941 and in December 1945, [ did not have much time ban
The ssue dated & Decembser 1941 gives a farly full account of the action and the
rescue of the German survivors. The section under the sub-heading “wounded in
action’” 15 very interesong as the word picture 1t portrays 15 nothing ke my
memory of the area adjacent 1o the cave [ was iaken to in 1945 and to alleged
statements attributed to some of the German sailors. Which 15 correct! Wil we
ever know or 15 1t, be allowed to know, or probably the real questions 15 who does
know the whole truth

35711

SOT W I WELR
12 January 2000
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