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Project background 

The number of deaths reported to the coroner in 

Western Australia increased by 74 per cent in the 

period from 2003-04 to 2016-17, outpacing 

population growth by a substantial factor.  The 

rapid increase in demand for coronial services 

within both practical and legislative constraints has 

led to increasing delays throughout the coronial 

system. 

Index of annual deaths reported to the coroner and 

population in Western Australia, 2003-04 to 2016-17 

 

Collaborative approach 

This project has been implemented in consultation 

with principal stakeholders, including: 

✓ The Office of the State Coroner; 

✓ Western Australia Police Force; 

✓ Department of Justice; 

✓ Department of Health; 

✓ PathWest Laboratory Medicine; and 

✓ ChemCentre. 

Contributions of other stakeholders, including 

interstate counterparts, were also invaluable.

Recommendations for reform 

In consultation with stakeholders, the Department of Treasury has identified 19 priority recommendations for 

reform of coronial investigations in Western Australia.  Many of these support existing initiatives being 

progressed within the Coroner’s Court and other government agencies.  Recommendations cover: 

Efficiency reforms: 

✓ Acquisition of a CT scanner at the State Mortuary. 

✓ Legislative amendments to facilitate the early 

resolution of natural cause death investigations 

under specific circumstances. 

✓ Timely provision of medical records to the forensic 

pathologist, including access to electronic records. 

✓ Implementation of a computer-based case 

management system within the Coroner’s Court. 

✓ Modified performance measures reflecting the 

integrated components of coronial investigations. 

Effectiveness reforms: 

✓ Mandating responses from Government agencies to 

coronial recommendations. 

✓ Improved guidelines and legislative amendments 

for the return of seized property. 

✓ Enhanced powers of the coroner to obtain 

information outside an inquest. 

✓ Improving consistency of regional investigations 

and updating guidelines to police. 

✓ Improving the provision of counselling services to 

regional areas and remote communities. 
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Implementation of priority reforms 

During the project review period, the McGowan 

Government has progressed priority reforms to 

improve the efficient provision and finalisation of 

coronial investigations, including: 

• approving an allocation of $2.2 million in 

December 2017 to purchase, install and 

operate a dedicated CT scanner at the State 

Mortuary; and 

• introducing the Coroners Act Amendment Bill 

2017 to Parliament on 28 June 2017 to permit 

the coroner to discontinue an investigation into 

a natural cause death in specific 

circumstances and to issue non-narrative 

findings if there is no obligation to inquest the 

death and the coroner has determined there to 

be no public interest in a detailed narrative 

finding. 

These reforms, in addition to other measures 

proposed and being progressed within the 

Coroner’s Court, will enhance the ability of the 

coroner to reduce unnecessary delays and 

facilitate a more timely response to families. 

Project outputs and benefits 

Consistent with the approved Terms of Reference, 

the project has produced: 

1. A map of the regulatory, physical and 

administrative processes involved in the 

coronial investigation in Western Australia; 

2. Identification of impediments to the efficient 

delivery of coronial outcomes for 

stakeholders, including next-of-kin, service 

providers and the Western Australian 

community; and 

3. Practical and achievable 

recommendations for reform, developed in 

collaboration with principal stakeholders, and 

which are aligned with reform initiatives being 

progressed within the Coroner’s Court. 

Past reviews 

The project draws upon and complements 

recommendations and reform priorities derived 

from several prior reviews of the coronial system in 

Western Australia, including: 

• The Law Reform Commission of Western 

Australia Review of Coronial Practice, 

published in January 2012, including 113 

recommendations for reform; 

• The Strategic Review of the Office of the State 

Coroner, published in November 2012; 

• The Legislative Project, formed by the 

Department of Justice to consider and 

progress the recommendations of the Law 

Reform Commission review. 

About the project 

The 90-day Regulatory Mapping and Reform 

Project series was launched in May 2016 to 

identify and deliver fast, practical reforms within a 

reform agenda that aims to reduce barriers to 

productivity, investment, employment and broader 

social goals by reducing regulatory burdens and 

improving government processes and 

administration. 

The project mapped the coronial investigation 

process, identified key concerns and developed 

recommendations collaboratively with 

stakeholders. 

This project is the fourth in the 90-day Regulatory 

Mapping and Reform series.  Previous reports 

cover aquaculture, small business licencing, and 

eco and nature-based tourism. 

Further information on the 90-day projects series 

is available at the Department of Treasury website: 

http://www.treasury.wa.gov.au/ 

Alternatively, please contact the 90-day projects 

team: 90dayprojects@treasury.wa.gov.au

http://www.treasury.wa.gov.au/
mailto:90dayprojects@treasury.wa.gov.au


 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


