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Forestry Now

The Forest Products Commission (FPC) acknowledges the Aboriginal Peoples as the traditional custodians of Western Australia’s 
lands, forests and woodlands. We pay our respects to Elders past present and emerging.  

Fire mitigation strategies
The FPC is committed to protecting Western 
Australia’s plantations and working with 
stakeholders to ensure neighbouring properties 
are also protected.

We continually discuss the value of our forests and 
plantations, as well as the importance of protecting them with 
Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) and local 
governments across the South West 

The Balingup-Nannup wildfire in March 2019 highlighted the 
importance of continuing our focus on strengthening fire 
mitigation strategies.

New strategies, such as tactical deployment of suppression 
resources on days of elevated fire danger and adopting 
alternative plantation designs, are being explored.

The FPC is committed to meaningful and constructive 
engagement with our stakeholders, and relevant stakeholders 
and neighbours will be consulted on any potential changes to 
plantation design.

Our Stakeholder Engagement Strategy guided our work with 
stakeholders following the Balingup-Nannup fire.

Wildfire Management
Uncontrolled wildfire is one of the biggest 
threats to Western Australia’s forests  
and plantations. 

We work closely with the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions (DBCA), DFES and 
private forest management companies to plan and 
deliver fire mitigation measures to help protect life, 
property and our resources.

Wildfire management activities include fuel reduction 
burning, construction and maintenance of fire breaks,  
and firefighting water supplies.

Uncontrolled wildfire is one of the biggest threats to  
Western Australia’s forests and plantations. 

Fire management in Western Australia
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More information 
For more information, please visit www.fpc.wa.gov.au/choosewood,  
email info@fpc.wa.gov.au or call (08) 9363 4600.
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Fire mitigation strategies
Fire protection has continued to be a priority, 
with the expansion of our fleet of fire suppression 
vehicles and increased fire response training  
for staff.

We continue to assist with developing fire management 
policies and procedures, manage working arrangements with 
DBCA and liaise with local government and DFES on fire 
management issues. 

Our staff fulfil key operational and support roles in bushfire 
incident management structures and provide an important 
contribution to the protection of life and property.

More than one quarter of our permanent and fixed term 
employees participated in joint agency emergency response 
arrangements. 

We have recently expanded our fleet of fire 
suppression vehicles and increased fire response 
training for our staff, and we continue to explore 
new fire mitigation strategies such as alternative  
plantation designs.

We also purchased an additional heavy-duty, 3,400-litre fire 
truck to build internal capacity to contribute to our effective 
response to fires threatening FPC freehold estate and 
sharefarm plantations in the South West region, while also 
increasing our ability to assist with joint agency emergency 
response efforts where required.

The purchase of an additional heavy-duty, 3,400-litre fire truck 
has increased our capacity to contribute to effective bushfire 

response in the South West.

Fire response 

Greg Hodgson is the newly appointed FPC Fire Protection Manager. 
He is eager to assist in the development of the fire management 

policy and procedures with DBCA and DFES. 
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