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Jarrah is a very resilient species, starting life as 
a seedling which, after germination, develops a 
woody swelling called a lignotuber at the base 
of the stem.
The lignotuber, commonly dormant, stores nutrients and 
develops buds. As it increases in size, more buds develop, 
and when disturbance occurs, new shoots called coppice, 
re-sprout. Once it reaches optimal size, a disturbance event, 
usually a fire, triggers the emergence of a dynamic shoot 
which grows rapidly into a sapling, and eventually a tree.

Fire is the most common disturbance event in the jarrah 
forest and wild fire is beneficial to jarrah as it promotes 
regeneration by stimulating seed fall, creating ash bed for 
seedlings to grow in, and stimulating the development of 
lignotubers from the coppice to sapling stage.

Silvicultural treatments of forest stands are used to conserve 
and improve their productivity. Jarrah trees can establish 
closely together, at high levels of competition. Every tree 
in a forest is competing for water and nutrients. Thinning 
is a silvicultural treatment involving the removal of small or 
poor-quality trees to improve the growth and health of the 
remaining trees.

The FPC manages harvesting operations to 
meet State timber demands, to create regional 
employment and for forest health.
Harvesting for jarrah products occurs on a rotational basis in 
patches of regrowth forest within Western Australian State 
forest throughout the south west region. The time between 
harvest events is 25 to 40 years. To ensure a sustained 
timber supply into the future, each year no more than  
one per cent of the overall forest area is harvested.

Jarrah forests are selectively harvested, leaving a healthy 
forest structure. All harvested forest is regenerated after 
harvesting for use by future generations, while providing  
a range of beneficial environmental services as it grows.

Timber production in Western Australia’s South West 
native forests is governed by a comprehensive legislative 
framework and management procedures. Before harvesting 
can begin, extensive planning and assessment of proposed 
timber harvesting coupes is undertaken to protect cultural 
and environmental values and ensure risks of weed, pest 
and disease spread are minimised.

Regeneration and silviculture

Sustainable harvesting

Silvicultural treatments aim to ensure that  
all overstorey and understorey species present before  

harvesting are present after harvesting in the regenerating forest. 

The Forest Products Commission (FPC) acknowledges the Aboriginal Peoples as the traditional custodians of Western Australia’s 
lands, forests and woodlands. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.  

Jarrah forest management in Western Australia
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email info@fpc.wa.gov.au or call (08) 9363 4600.
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The FPC assists the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) in 
sustainably managing 850,000 hectares of 
productive State forest.
There are approximately 2.5 million hectares of land vested 
in the Conservation and Parks Commission in the South 
West of Western Australia. Of this more than 1.5 million 
hectares or 62 per cent is protected in national parks, 
reserves and other areas not available for timber production, 
including all old-growth forests. 

The FPC’s role is managing timber production and 
regenerating the resource that is harvested. 

Sustainably managed forests support the community’s 
environmental, social and economic needs and values by: 

•  maintaining forest health, structure and habitat values; 

• providing beautiful, renewable, carbon storing products;

• creating jobs and investment in regional communities; and 

• supporting recreational forest activities such as mountain 
bike riding and bushwalking.

The FPC manages the harvesting and regeneration of native forest 
available for harvesting under the Forest Management Plan.

Sustainable forest management
The FPC is committed to sustainable forest 
management to the highest standards. It is 
certified to the Australian Forestry Standard 
(AS4708:2013) and the international standard 
for Environmental Management Systems (ISO 
14001:2015).
Opportunity exists for stakeholders to influence forest 
management policy via the Forest Management Plan 
(FMP). Each 10-year period, a new management plan for 
the forests of the South West is produced. The current 
FMP was prepared with wide-ranging consultation with 
key stakeholders across industry and conservation groups, 
within government, local government, and the community. 

It is reviewed by the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and approved by the Minister for Environment and 
administered by DBCA. 

According to the requirements of the FMP, DBCA prepares 
rolling three-year timber harvest plans which provide  
a forward schedule of areas or coupes available for  
timber harvesting. Based on the three year plan FPC is also 
required to produce an annual harvesting plan.

Old-growth forests are mature patches of forest where the 
overstorey trees are in the late to over mature-growth phases, 
with little evidence of unnatural disturbance, like previous 
harvest events. All old-growth forest is protected in Western 
Australia and is excluded from harvesting.

All areas of jarrah forest meeting the definition of old-growth 
are excluded from timber harvesting activity, with all future 
jarrah harvesting confined to areas of regrowth which is 
previously harvested and regenerated forest. 

What is old-growth? 

South West native forests for 
conservation and timber
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