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Karri grows directly from seedlings.  
For a karri seedling to grow it requires 
disturbance, such as fire or windstorm, at the 
time of establishment to grow into a sapling. 

Silviculture objectives in karri forest used for timber 
production are to thin stands of regrowth and promote the 
growth of the retained trees, or to clear-fell and regenerate 
stands of mature trees.

Clear-felling is a method in which all or nearly all trees 
(except trees retained for habitat) in a defined area are 
removed at one time to allow regeneration to establish and 
develop, compared to thinning operations which does not 
seek to establish regeneration. 

Karri seedlings require space to grow which is why the  
clear-fell harvesting method is used as it reduces competition 
for light and the nutrients needed to ensure strong growth.

Thinning is undertaken two to three times to improve  
the health and growth of the forest, until the trees  
reach maturity.

The FPC manages the harvesting operations to 
meet State timber demands, to create regional 
employment and for forest health.

Today, approximately 66 per cent of the karri forest on 
public land in Western Australia is excluded from harvesting, 
and this includes all old-growth forest, rivers and stream 
zones, travel route zones, diverse ecotype zones, less well 
reserved vegetation complexes, and fauna habitat zones.

Harvesting for timber products occurs on a rotational basis 
in patches throughout the South West region and is guided 
by natural processes. The different aged patches create a 
mosaic of forests at different stages of growth, providing a 
range of habitat.

The total amount of timber removed from the State forest 
each year is less than the annual growth ensuring timber 
resources are sustained in perpetuity.

Regeneration and silviculture

Sustainable harvesting

The FPC replants and regenerates forest areas where harvesting  
takes place to ensure our forests grow back for the use and enjoyment  

of future generations, to provide habitat for native fauna and to 
maintain and enhance the biodiversity of the forest.

Silviculture practises in the karri forest are conducted to promote the 
regeneration of the mature growth trees.

The Forest Products Commission (FPC) acknowledges the Aboriginal Peoples as the traditional custodians of Western Australia’s 
lands, forests and woodlands. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.  
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More information 
For more information, please visit www.fpc.wa.gov.au/choosewood,  
email info@fpc.wa.gov.au or call (08) 9363 4600.
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More information 
The FMP can be found on the DBCA website: https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/forests/managing-our-forests
If you would like to receive a copy of the FMP plans or comment on the plans you can mail forest.info@dbca.wa.gov.au.

You can access the Karri Forest Management Plan and our indicative annual harvest plan current harvesting operations on the 
FPC website. Alternatively for more Information, please email info@fpc.wa.gov.au or call (08) 9363 4600.

The FPC supports the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 
(DBCA) in sustainably managing 850,000 
hectares of productive State forest. 

There are approximately 2.5 million hectares of land vested 
in the Conservation and Parks Commission in the South 
West of Western Australia. Of this more than 1.5 million 
hectares or 62 per cent is protected in national parks, 
reserves and other areas not available for timber production, 
including all old-growth forests. 

The FPC’s role is managing timber production and 
regenerating the resource that is harvested. 

Sustainably managed forests support the community’s 
environmental, social and economic needs and values by: 

•  maintaining forest health, structure and habitat values; 

• providing beautiful, renewable, carbon storing products;

• creating jobs and investment in regional communities; and 

• supporting recreational forest activities such as mountain 
bike riding and bushwalking.

The FPC manages the harvesting and regeneration of native forest 
available for harvesting under the FMP.

Sustainable forest management
The FPC is committed to sustainable forest 
management to the highest standards. It is 
certified to the Australian Forestry Standard 
(AS4708:2013) and the international standard 
for Environmental Management Systems (ISO 
14001:2015).
It is reviewed by the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and approved by the Minister for Environment and 
administered by DBCA. 

Opportunity exists for stakeholders to influence forest 
management policy via the Forest Management Plan 
(FMP). Each 10-year period, a new management plan for 
the forests of the South West is produced. The current 
FMP was prepared with wide-ranging consultation with 
key stakeholders across industry and conservation groups, 
within government, local government, and the community. 

According to the requirements of the FMP, DBCA prepares 
rolling three-year timber harvest plans which provide a 
forward schedule of areas or coupes available for timber 
harvesting.

Old-growth forest areas are made up of many trees that are 
predominantly in the late to over mature-growth phases. 
Together with the understorey species, these patches make up 
a ‘stand’ that is excluded from harvesting.

Areas of old-growth forest are considered important for several 
reasons including for their aesthetic and conservation values. 
All old-growth forest in Western Australia is protected.

What is old-growth? 

South West native forests for 
conservation and timber
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