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The FPC manages timber production and 
regeneration operations in small areas called 
coupes spread across 850,000 hectares of 
productive State forest which contributes to the 
Western Australian forestry industry. 
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beautiful  
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$220 million  
injected into the 
economy each year.

The sustainable West Australian forestry industry is a key 
economic and environmental driver

Forestry Now

Sustainably managed forests support the community’s 
environmental, social and economic needs and values now 
and into the future, by:

• producing renewable and carbon-storing wood products;

• providing a space for community and industry groups to 
engage in forest activities such as mountain biking;

• creating jobs and investment in regional  
communities; and

• supporting the habitat of native flora and fauna.

The native forestry industry supports the employment of 
more than 800 people in Western Australia and injects 
more than $220 million into the economy each year. 

Creating jobs 
and investment 

in regional 
communities

The FPC sustainably manages Western 
Australia’s State forests under strict State 
guidelines focused on ecologically sustainable 
forest management. 

Foresters undertake many silvicultural activities to manage 
the establishment, growth, composition, health, and quality 
of forests to meet diverse needs and values.

Every tree in a forest competes for sunlight, water and 
nutrients. Foresters undertake thinning or selective 
harvesting to improve the growth and health of the 
remaining trees, and in turn produce better quality trees for 
healthier forests, biodiversity, other environmental services 
and to increase timber values.

Fire plays an important role in regeneration. It stimulates seed 
germination, releases nutrients back into the soil and temporarily 

removes understorey competition so that seedlings can grow.

Native forestry industry

Sustainable forest 
management

Forestry Now

Native forest management in Western Australia
The Forest Products Commission (FPC) acknowledges the Aboriginal Peoples as the traditional custodians of Western Australia’s  
lands, forests and woodlands. We pay our respects to Elders past present and emerging.  
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More information 
For more information, please visit www.fpc.wa.gov.au/choosewood,  
email info@fpc.wa.gov.au or call (08) 9363 4600.
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Harvesting for wood products occurs on a 
rotational basis in patches throughout the  
South West region and less than one per cent  
of Western Australia’s total forest area is  
available for harvest each year. 

The different aged patches create a mosaic of forests at 
different stages of growth, providing a range of habitat. 

During harvesting operations, local communities and forest 
neighbours might notice increased traffic on roads associated 
with the haulage of sawlogs, and some dust, noise and smoke.

538,067 

tonnes
of log products

Products: 
• furniture and joinery 

timber
• structural
• flooring and decking
• cladding
• residue for silicon  

and energy
• pulp and paper

7,658 hectares harvested

853,970 hectares total 
accessible area

We are mindful of the impacts on local communities and consider safety, community needs, 
environmental aspects such as soil and water quality, biosecurity and fire risk in our harvest planning 
and forest management activities.

Regeneration

Harvesting

We regenerate the forest after every harvesting 
operation. Jarrah seeds are left to regenerate 
naturally, and karri seeds are collected from fallen 
tree branches. 
The karri capsules are dried in hothouses at the FPC nursery 
and seed centre for a few days before the seeds are extracted. 
The seeds are sown in December and grow for seven or eight 
months before the seedlings are packed and transported  
for planting. 

Following harvest of karri plantations, the site is prepared 
for planting in winter. Around 450 hectares of native forest 
karri and jarrah is regenerated; karri is planted by hand and 
jarrah regenerates naturally. This ensures Western Australia’s 
native forests and their products will be available for future 
generations to enjoy. 

Karri planting takes place yearly and by hand, where as jarrah  
regenerates naturally. 

Native hardwood

Native forest management in Western Australia


