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The softwood industry
The FPC manages around 78,000 hectares 
of softwood plantations which contribute to 
the Western Australian forestry industry. These 
plantations are on public land, State-owned 
freehold land and joint venture share-farms.

Well-managed forests and plantations deliver a range 
of economic, environmental and social benefits to West 
Australian communities including:

• creating jobs and investment in regional communities;
• absorbing/storing carbon and producing oxygen; and
• providing resource security to the State’s housing and 

construction industry by reducing the dependence on  
timber imports.

The softwood industry supports the employment of more than 
1,900 people in Western Australia and injects more than $600 
million into the economy each year. 

After nine months of growth, the pine seedlings are packed and 
transported to the site for planting. They’re planted by hand during  

the winter months by FPC contractors.
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Growing Western Australia’s 
pine plantations
Pine cones are harvested from trees in the 
nursery, seeds are then extracted from the 
pine cones and sown in November. 

After nine months of growth, the pine seedlings are packed 
and transported to the site and are planted by hand during 
the winter months by FPC contractors. 

Once the plantation is established, the trees will usually 
grow for 30 years before they are harvested. 

Over this time the plantation may be thinned two to three 
times depending on species, site characteristics and tree 
growth. The plantation is monitored regularly to ensure 
positive health, growth rates and fire mitigation works are 
in place each summer to provide safe access around the 
plantation and access to water supplies. 

During the lifetime of the plantation, pruning, prescribed 
burns, thinning operations, and weed, pest and fertiliser 
operations are undertaken to help ensure the plantation is 
growing well and is protected from fire.

The Forest Products Commission (FPC) acknowledges the Aboriginal Peoples as the traditional custodians of Western Australia’s  
lands, forests and woodlands. We pay our respects to Elders past present and emerging.  
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More information 
For more information, please visit www.fpc.wa.gov.au/choosewood,  
email info@fpc.wa.gov.au or call (08) 9363 4600.
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Regeneration
Following clearfell, plantation sites are cleared 
and prepared for replanting in winter. This may 
involve the use of heavy machinery and burning 
pine debris heaps. 

These burns are undertaken by the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions staff towards the end of summer 
and are monitored closely. 

Once planted, it takes 36 months for the seedlings to grow into 
young trees, the size of Christmas trees, and for the site to  
look green.

Sustainable harvesting
Softwood plantations may be harvested up to 
three times over a 30-year cycle. 

The FPC is mindful of the impacts on local communities and 
consider safety, community needs, environmental aspects such 
as soil and water quality, biosecurity and fire risk in the design 
and maintenance of our plantations. 

The first harvest is called first rotation thinning and occurs 
when the trees are 10 to 15 years old. This thinning reduces the 
number of trees to about half of the plantation estate to ensure 
the remaining trees have access to enough water, nutrients and 
sunlight to produce large sawlogs at the final harvest. 

Harvesting access tracks are created in every fifth row to allow 
access for future harvesting and fire suppression. 

Some plantations require a second rotation thinning when the 

trees are 20 to 25 years old to further increase access to water, 

nutrient and light resources for the remaining trees. 

The wood from the first or second thinning can be used in  

a range of products, such as wood panels and structural  

house frames. 

The remaining trees are clearfelled at the final harvest at age 

30 to 35 years, producing large sawlogs which local processing 

and manufacturing facilities use to produce furniture and 

building products for the construction industry.

During harvest operations, local communities and  

plantation neighbours may notice increased traffic on  

roads associated with the haulage of pine logs, as well  

as some dust and noise.

We are mindful of the impacts on local communities and consider safety, community needs, 
environmental aspects such as soil and water quality, biosecurity and fire risk in the design and 
maintenance of our plantations.

After every harvesting operation the FPC contributes to planting over 
three million softwood seedlings per year.
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