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Consultations were based on a PowerPoint presentation prepared by DPLH staff to ensure
consistent presentations were made across the state. This draws on, and summarises
information from the March 2019 Consultation Paper which was handed out to all
participants in the workshop. The order of proposals differed from the document but all
Desired Outcomes / Proposals listed in the Consultation paper were covered.

Issues raised by participants were written down on large sheets of paper displayed on the
walls of the venue for the whole length of the consultation where they were checked by
participants. These are the official records of the meeting and will be published on the DPLH
website. They are also attached at the end of this report.

This was an active group with elders and senior members of the community with extensive
experience and involvement with heritage in the region. Discussions of the proposed
changes were often put in the context of real on ground experience and issues surrounding
management and heritage protection. This included occasions when the existing AHA had
failed to live up to Aboriginal community needs and expectations. This resulted in very active
participation in the discussions and well thought out comments on the proposals presented.

Details of all the discussions are not covered here as the formal responses of the group are
those put up around the meeting room and are to be uploaded on the DPLH AHA review
website. However, the following general points that underlay the responses to a range of
the proposals and came up several times are noted below.

e Generally supportive of proposals which were seen as a big improvement on the
existing legislation. But process needs to be open.

e Based on previous experience there was some distrust as to whether it will get
properly implemented and given the necessary resources.

e Decisions about heritage need to be made by those with cultural authority. These
are generally the elders and senior members of the custodian families.



Younger members of the community also need to be involved

Aboriginal people need to be employed in all aspects of Aboriginal Heritage work and
heritage processes should lead to better social and economic outcomes for local
Aboriginal people.

Want more input into local government and for them to take Aboriginal heritage and
Aboriginal interests more seriously.
Aboriginal people should have access to their sites

The role of Local Heritage Services is strongly supported but these need to be
provided with sufficient support, both administratively and financially if they are to be
effective.

Government and the Department responsible for the AHA needs to be strong in
protecting heritage and be seen to be supporting the Aboriginal community.

Other Issues

Inevitably issues beyond the scope of the AHA review were raised during the meeting.
These acted as real issues on which broader discussions of effective heritage legislation
could focus.

However, unless they had direct relevance to the working of revised heritage legislation
these were parked and those raising them were asked to bring them up during the break
with DPLH Staff. They were written These were noted down at the time and staff also
followed them up if they were not raised. These form a valuable part of ongoing engagement
between DPLH Aboriginal heritage section and local community members.

Issues raised at the Bunbury meeting included

Concerns about intellectual property rights, especially use of cultural knowledge on
medicinal plants that is then used for commercial advantage.

Past examples were sites were damaged and not prosecution occurred
o Lake Jingie, near Dunsborough
Changing of boundaries / registration status of Sites (eg Collie River)
o This should not be the role of Government
o Aboriginal Custodians should be able to decide these things
Aboriginal people should have hunting rights over their traditional lands
Perth Airport — additional runway
Jeremy explained the process
Alteration of design to reduce impact on the site
Minister’s openness in publishing basis of his decision

Process seen as a move towards the underlying values of the new act (group
reasonably satisfied with response.

Local Governments, NRM groups etc getting funding from Rovyalties for Regions to
undertake work on culturally sensitive places such as rivers without consulting the
correct TO’s/Knowledge holders

Wanting training to equip community to benefit from economic activity in the region
0 Relates not only to heritage bit also SW settlements and industry

o Jobs needed on ongoing basis not just short term projects (heritage monitoring
etc.)

O O O O




General follow up

As per attendees’ request, copies of the presentation and notes recorded to be e-mailed to
all attendees whose e-mail addresses provided.

Robert Reynolds
8/5/2019
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