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Present Positions 

Solicitor and Attorney  

Adjudicator, mediator, arbitrator, expert determiner. 

Professional Qualifications 

Attorney – South Africa 

Notary Public – South Africa 

Advocate of the Supreme Court of South Africa – South Africa 

Admitted in New South Wales as a Lawyer - Australia 

Admitted to practise as a Solicitor in Western Australia - Australia 

 

 

Professional Standing 

Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, London  

Fellow of the Australian Centre of International Commercial Arbitration  

Fellow of the Association of Arbitrators Southern Africa NPC 

Member, Law Council of Australia and Law Society of Australia Joint Committee on 
Construction and Infrastructure 

Registered Statutory Adjudicator (Construction Contracts Act  (2004), Western Australia) 

Registered Statutory Adjudicator (Construction Contracts (Security of Payments) Act, (2004) 
Northern Territory, Australia) 

Senior Adjudicator, Adjudicate Today, Western Australia 

Arbitrator and Mediator, Resolution Institute, Australia 

Foundation Member, Dispute Resolution Board Foundation, Australia 

 

Educational Qualifications 

Bachelor of Commerce  (Stellenbosch University) 

Bachelor of Laws (Stellenbosch University) 

Programme for Management Development (Harvard University Business School) 

Executive Negotiation Programme (Harvard University) 

Higher Diploma in Tax Law (University of Witwatersrand) 
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Diploma in International Commercial Arbitration (University of New South Wales) 

 

 

 

Past Memberships and Professional Appointments 

▪ Society of Construction Law, Australia and London 

▪ Chair of the International Bar Association Subcommittee on Construction Project 
Management. 

▪ Swiss Society of Arbitrators 

▪ Foundation Member and Advisor to the South African Association of Shaft Sinking and 
Tunnelling Companies 

▪ Member of Panel of Mediators for the Settlement of Disputes – South African Institute 
of Civil Engineers 

▪ Member of Documentation Committee of South African Federation of Civil 
Engineering Contractors. 

▪ Consultant to South African National Committee of Tunnelling 

▪ Consultant to South African Association of Plate-Laying Contractors  

▪ Member, FIDIC Contract Document Review Panel 1999 Suite of Standard Contracts 

▪ Editor, Construction Law International, from the IBA International Construction 
Projects Committee 

 

 

Background Experience  

After serving articles and admission as an attorney I gained on-site practical experience 

dealing with legal issues arising on a large construction project for a major general contractor.  

My duties included legal advice, contract administration, management and avoidance of 

disputes, insurance matters, claims, negotiations, interacting with subcontractors and 

suppliers, and dispute resolution.  I was later appointed Group General Counsel for the same 

company and in that capacity gained considerable international experience in the 

management of risk in international construction contracts, in international joint ventures, in 

international litigation and in general commercial matters. 

I was later appointed partner in charge of the Construction Law division of a large law firm 

and in 1988 founded his own multi-disciplinary firm, specialising in engineering and 

construction contract services.  I succeeded in attracting work from some of the world’s 

leading mining houses, (including shaft-sinking and underground construction), major oil 

companies and contractors. My clients were working in Africa, the Middle East, South 

America, and Australia which I visited frequently. Although most of my work has been in the 

private sector, I was appointed and retained for the duration of construction to advise 

government on all legal aspects of public-private partnership toll-roads, and on one of the 

largest dam and tunnelling projects of its time, introducing the use of dispute boards. I re-

qualified as a Lawyer in New South Wales, Australia, and am enrolled as a Solicitor. 

I have had considerable practical experience in developing and delivering mega-projects, 

including full-time involvement as in-house counsel in the negotiations and legal department 
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for Chevron Australia on the construction of the USD$54Bn Gorgon LNG project during the 

previous five years, and for four years more recently as in-house counsel for Bechtel on the 

construction of the US$37Bn Wheatstone LNG project in Western Australia. Both projects 

included significant components of infrastructure, marine construction and dredging. I hold 

the position of Adjunct Professor at the Centre for Mining, Energy and Natural Resources, 

Faculty of Law, University of Western Australia. 

Having practised exclusively as a construction lawyer for more than 40 years, I am a 

recognised authority on construction law; in addition to writing numerous articles in 

international publications in this field, I authored and co-authored a number of legal text-

books:  

 “Engineering and Construction Law” (431p) published by Juta & Co, Cape Town, 

South Africa (1987) - author: Philip Loots. 

 “Construction Law and Related Issues” (1213p) published by Juta & Co, Cape Town, 

South Africa (1995) - author: Philip Loots. 

 “Practical Guide to Engineering and Construction Contracts” (458p) published by CCH 

Australia (2009) - co-authored with Dr Donald Charrett. 

 “The Application of Contracts in Developing Offshore Oil and Gas Projects” (362 p) 

published by Informa law from Routledge, Oxford, UK – co-authored with Dr Donald Charrett. 

Disputes in which I have been appointed as mediator or arbitrator have been exclusively in 

engineering and construction matters.  

Arbitration, Adjudication and Mediation Experience 

I have acted as arbitrator, adjudicator and mediator in numerous local and international 

disputes and in particular as Senior Statutory Adjudicator in more than 50 payment disputes 

under the Construction Contracts Act 2004 (WA), many of which relate to mining and oil and 

gas infrastructure, and general infrastructure, with amounts in dispute ranging from 

A$200,000 to in excess of A$180m. 

Contact Details      Personal Details 

Email: philip@philiploots.com    Languages: English, Afrikaans 

      Nationality:  South African  

        Australian 

Mob: +61 0400 246 851     
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ATTACHMENT 2 

 


