Aboriginal Heritage Act (AHA) Review Consultation Meeting
My Heritage My Voice
Cannington

21 May 2018



1. ATTENDANCE
There were 3 attendees at the My Heritage My Voice meeting in Cannington.

2. MEETING PROCESS
e Welcome by the facilitator
e Introduction of Facilitator and Staff
e Powerpoint presentation provided to the meeting
e Attendees worked through the five topics of discussion

3. FACILITATOR AND STAFF
Facilitator: Graham Castledine
Staff: Jeremy Elliott, Glenn Shaw

4. DISCUSSIONS

Graham progressed discussion with a focus on getting responses to the 5 topics for
discussion.

5. KEY ISSUES RAISED
A common theme related to the role of Elders in the Aboriginal heritage process

Topic 1: WHAT NEEDS LEGISLATION TO PROTECT IT?
e Significant Sites and Artefacts
e Ongoing ceremonial significance
e Stories and other objects that tell us about traditional living

e Massacre sites

e Accidental finds (following excavation etc.)

e Any new sites found e.g. Artefact Scatters

e Areas for teaching culture — Bush Medicine, Bush Tucker

e Trading Routes, Walking Tracks

e Preamble to the Act should refer to ‘the oldest living culture in the world worth
protecting’

TOPIC 2: WHAT ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITES ARE NEEDED?

e Monitors involved in excavation works

o Elders Committees need to be more involved

o  Full members of the ACMC must be Aboriginal

e Ex Officio include Archaeologist, Anthropologist

e Minister to consult with Elders as well as advice from ACMC

e Aboriginal people should have a right to appeal Ministers decision
e Decision making should be transparent

e Aboriginal consultants should be given access to locked areas



TOPIC 3:

TOPIC 4:

TOPIC5:

WHO SHOULD BE CONSULTED AND HOW?

Elders group for different areas

Land and Sea Councils

Department database, Land and Sea Council and PBC databases to identify right
people

Consultants, Archaeologists, Anthropologists

NOTE: Importance of passing on knowledge

Important sites need to be documented with sensitive information protected

WHAT ACTIONS REQUIRE APPROVAL?

The Act should not be watered down

WHAT PENALTIES ARE NEEDED?

Money (from penalties) to go to Aboriginal community for education
Penalties to be increased

Provision for compensating Aboriginal people for site damage
Orders for Remediation, Mitigation and Recognition












