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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

On Monday 27 July 2020, the State Government announced a Green Jobs Plan to 

help Western Australia’s economic recovery from COVID-19. 

The Green Jobs Plan is a $60.3 million investment in environmental projects that will 
create more than 1,000 jobs as part of the WA Recovery Plan. The Green Jobs Plan 
is being managed by four State Government departments, working together and 
coordinated by the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) on 
behalf of the State Government. 

Two of the Green Jobs Plan environmental programs DWER is managing are: 

• Offsets Funds for Recovery (OFFR) – to establish native vegetation from the 

Native Vegetation Offsets Fund that restores the biodiversity values identified 

in the WA Environmental Offsets Register for native vegetation clearing 

permits. The program is constrained to localities where clearing has been 

authorised in the past and to properties where those values can be re-

established and/or maintained. 

• Native Vegetation Rehabilitation Scheme (NVRS) – to establish native 

vegetation, with less constraints than the OFFR program. To complement the 

broad outcomes identified in State Recovery Plan implementation, projects 

funded from the program will be designed and delivered with a focus on jobs 

and training for vulnerable people, and the regions of the state that have been 

most impacted by COVID-19. The program will also be structured to assist 

with the development of the ‘restoration economy’, building in training 

pathways and opportunities to increase capability within new social 

enterprises. On-ground works like fencing, weeding, seeding and planting will 

create employment opportunities while achieving revegetation, rehabilitation, 

habitat restoration and protection of existing vegetation. 

1.2 Environmental Revegetation and Rehabilitation 
Fund and grants 

The Environmental Revegetation and Rehabilitation Fund (ERRF) was launched in 

July 2020 to help deliver the OFFR and NVRS programs. The scope of what is able 

to be funded from the ERRF is guided by the principles in the State and 

Commonwealth environmental offset policies, and the State Recovery Plan. 

Grants funded through the ERRF support community-based projects in areas of the 

intensive land use zone where employment has been most affected by COVID-19 

and where environmental priorities, such as the strategic delivery of on-ground offset 

projects, can be achieved. 

https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/07/McGowan-Government-unveils-Green-Jobs-Plan-to-support-recovery.aspx
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/publications/wa-recovery-plan
https://www.der.wa.gov.au/your-environment/offsets
https://www.der.wa.gov.au/your-environment/offsets
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/epbc-act-environmental-offsets-policy
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/wa-recovery
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1.3 Guideline overview 

This guideline provides information to support applicants applying for a 2021/22 

ERRF Grant. It sets out: 

• fund investment strategy 

• grant eligibility 

• applying for a grant 

• application assessment 

• important information for applicants. 
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2 ERRF grant round 2021/22 

2.1 Funding available 

The total fund for the 2021/22 open funding round is about $1.7 million. 

2.2 Investment strategy 

There are no specific value ranges or thresholds for project proposals. Project 

proposals will need to demonstrate the following outcomes will be delivered and are 

value for money. 

As outlined in the ERRF Investment Strategy, the approach to the investment of 

funds from ERRF is guided by two principles: 

• Creation of jobs. 

• Delivery of environmental outcomes. 

Creation of jobs 

Creating jobs provides paid employment and boosts Western Australia’s economy. 

Employment opportunities are to target young people, Aboriginal people, 

unemployed people, disabled people, women, culturally and linguistically diverse 

people, in regions impacted by COVID-19. 

Delivery of environmental outcomes 

The successful delivery of on-ground projects which establish and maintain native 

vegetation and counterbalance the significant residual impacts from clearing under 

Part V Division 2 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 is a legal requirement of 

offset conditions imposed on clearing permits. This, along with the application of the 

WA Offsets Policy and Guidelines, is particularly relevant for projects funded by 

OFFR. 

NVRS has less constraints than OFFR when funding projects. Ideally, it will 

contribute to or ‘top up’ funds from OFFR to deliver offset outcomes where possible. 

Consideration may be given to projects which support establishing and maintain 

native vegetation such as seed collection and propagation, or weed control. 

Strategic allocation 

The Green Jobs Plan is a major investment into the conservation sector which has 

had inconsistent funding over many years. While excellent projects have been 

delivered on-ground, the requirements for offsets in terms of specific environmental 

values being restored, project reporting, evaluation and successful delivery are more 

complex than existing natural resource management style grants. Projects funded 

through ERRF will be expected to deliver on these requirements and this is reflected 

through the application form and assessment process. 

https://www.wa.gov.au/service/environment/business-and-community-assistance/environmental-revegetation-and-rehabilitation-fund
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3 Eligibility 

3.1 Who can apply 

Applicants must be legal entities and be one of: 

• an incorporated, not-for-profit organisation within the jurisdiction of the state of 

Western Australian that has a registered ABN, including a: 

− Landcare group 

− land conservation district committee 

− ‘friends of’ group 

− regional NRM group 

− community resource centre 

− residents and ratepayers association 

• a Corporations Act 2001 company 

• a partnership 

• a trust 

• an Aboriginal community organisation, including Registers Native Title Bodies 

Corporates 

• a government-related entity (excluding federal agencies subject to the 

Financial Management and Accountability Act 1997), including local 

government authorities 

• an unincorporated organisation or community group applying through the 

auspice of an incorporated body or a local government authority that has an 

ABN.  

It is the responsibility of the applicant and/or any auspice organisation to 

independently negotiate and agree on the conditions of their agreement, including 

any management fees. Any auspice fees should be clearly listed in the project 

expenses. 

For payment purposes, organisations are required to have an ABN or an auspice 

body if they are unincorporated. If the applicant is not GST registered, the group will 

only be eligible to claim the base grant amount (excluding GST) if successful. 

Partnerships between eligible organisations are encouraged. In such cases, one 

organisation must take responsibility for project accountability and reporting 

requirements and be the ‘lead organisation’. 

Applicants are not eligible to apply if they are: 

• an individual 

• WA State Government agencies, public or private education institutions 
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• organisations that do not have a branch or base of operations in WA. 

Applicants with existing ERRF grants must be up to date with all reporting and 

contractual requirements by the closing date of this grant round to be eligible to apply 

for new funds through ERRF. This includes progress reports, variations and final 

reports/financial acquittals, and can be checked through your ERRF program grants 

login or by contacting covidrecoveryproject@dwer.wa.gov.au. 

3.2 Eligible projects 

Projects for funding must: 

• occur wholly or partly within the broad offset project areas (refer to Appendix A 

for more information, shapefile available on request) 

• demonstrate tangible benefits for vegetation 

• align with State and Australian Government environmental offset policies, and 

be:  

− relevant and proportionate 

− cost-effective  

− strategic and landscape scale  

− enduring and secure in the longer term (in perpetuity)  

− additional to activities that are already required under legislation by the 

land manager 

• have in-principle support from parties with rights and interests to land 

• have a strategy to secure longevity for offset outcomes (e.g. ceding land to 

conservation estate, adding ‘conservation’ as a purpose to reserve vesting, 

registering a conservation covenant over the land). 

Depending on the number of eligible projects received, the selection process for 

funding may prioritise eligible projects that are also within: 

• Regional Development Commission boundaries of Peel, Wheatbelt and Great 

Southern, which have been identified as the regions within which employment 

has been most affected by the COVID-19 pandemic 

• local government areas in the agricultural zone with 15-40 per cent remnant 

vegetation cover, where revegetation efforts are likely to have the greatest 

environmental benefit. 

3.3 Eligible activities 

Activities that are eligible for funding must directly relate to the delivery of an on-

ground project and include: 

• purchase of materials (e.g. seedlings, fencing) 

mailto:covidrecoveryproject@dwer.wa.gov.au
https://www.der.wa.gov.au/your-environment/offsets
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• labour and training (job creation for vulnerable communities) 

• plant and equipment (e.g. seed collection/storage equipment, hired equipment 

for site preparation) 

• external consulting costs directly related to the delivery of the project 

• project management that relates directly to on-ground project delivery 

• survey, monitoring, reporting and evaluation. 

Further information relating to eligible activities is provided in Appendix B. 

3.4 Ineligible activites 

Activities that are ineligible for funding include: 

• ongoing operating costs, including utilities and staffing 

• soft infrastructure, including computer software or hardware that is not an 

integral part of the project  

• project overhead items not directly related to the project, including office 

equipment, vehicles or mobile capital equipment.  

Please note some activities may be considered ineligible based on the proposed 

locations (e.g. within a national park, on some contaminated sites, sites with 

moderate to high salinity risk).  

Items and activities ineligible for funding, although they may be included in the 

project as co-contributions, are: 

• expenses that have already been funded or resourced, including: 

− project coordination (e.g. salaries or salary on-costs) 

− officer ‘time’ 

− overheads 

− administration expenses  

• any prior or retroactive projects, activities or events, including works, planning 

or site assessment completed before the grant was awarded 

• expenses to cover salary or on-costs of Western Australian or Australian 

Government employees 

• purchase of clothing, excluding items necessary for personal safety  

• revegetation with species that are not endemic to the region. 

ERRF grants must not be used for activities that are already funded or resourced. 

These can form part of a broader project but must be included as in-kind 

contributions to the project. 
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4 Project application process 

4.1 Application deadline 

All applications, together with any supporting documentation, must be submitted no 

later than noon AWST on Monday 21 June 2021. Late or incomplete applications 

will not be accepted. 

4.2 Application forms 

Applications must be submitted using the online form available at dwer-

env.smartygrants.com.au/. Applications will not be accepted in any other format. 

SmartyGrants is the online grants management tool used by the ERRF. A 

downloadable version of the application form is available on the ERRF website. This 

may assist applicants in drafting responses to the application questions before 

entering the online application form. Please contact 

covidrecoveryproject@dwer.wa.gov.au for assistance with planning or preparing an 

application. 

4.3 Workplan 

The workplan is a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet. It is a valuable planning tool to set up 

what resources and budget will be required to undertake the project activities, and 

who will be funding those resources. It is a critical component of the application that 

helps the Project Board determine if the project is properly planned and costed and 

shows the project’s overall value for money. The 2021 workplan template, including a 

worked example, is provided on the ERRF website. There is also a link within the 

application form. Without a completed workplan on the correct template, your 

application will not be considered. Information and instructions are provided in the 

template. 

Applicants must: 

• use the 2021 workplan template to complete a project workplan 

• attach the completed workplan to the application in the relevant section 

• include at least one measure for each activity (e.g. hectares of weed control, 

kilometres of fencing, number of participants attending an event) 

• list all expenses which MUST NOT include GST 

• list all contributions of cash and other resources, including the source, quantity 

and estimated value (do NOT include GST) 

• provide an annual year breakdown (if relevant, i.e. one year per tab) in the 

workplan 

• check that the ‘Summary’ page (or worksheet) calculates correctly. 

https://dwer-env.smartygrants.com.au/
https://dwer-env.smartygrants.com.au/
https://www.wa.gov.au/service/environment/business-and-community-assistance/environmental-revegetation-and-rehabilitation-fund
mailto:covidrecoveryproject@dwer.wa.gov.au
https://www.wa.gov.au/service/environment/business-and-community-assistance/environmental-revegetation-and-rehabilitation-fund
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4.4 Mapping 

Applicants are required to provide detail on the location of their proposed on-ground 

project activities which shows the works planned and the landscape scale context, if 

relevant. 

Mapping involves a two-step process. 

1 The online application form requires applicants to enter the address of the 
project’s primary location; this will automatically populate. The primary location 
could be: 

− the place where most project activities will take place, or 

− the central point if the project activities are equally dispersed across a 
large area. 

2 If the project involves on-ground activity, applicants are required to submit a 
map for each project site. Each map should clearly identify: 

− the type of activity or activities that will be undertaken at the site 

− the extent or area of each activity at the site, for example: 

o length of fencing 

o area of revegetation or weed control 

− if there are multiple sites, an overarching map that places these sites 
together in a landscape setting is required. 

 Maps can be uploaded in the relevant section of the application form. 

 Applicants must: 

• provide each map as a shapefile (where this is not possible pdf, jpg or png 

formats will be accepted) 

• label the map appropriately (e.g. project name_site A, project name_site B, 

project name_landscape) 

• provide a short description of each map in the box provided in the application 

form. 

4.5 Other supporting documentation 

Applicants are encouraged to pay close attention to attachments that support the 

application. 

Applications must include: 

• revegetation and/or rehabilitation plans prepared in accordance with A guide 

for preparing revegetation plans for clearing permits and at least a three-star 

standard as described in SER’s International Standards for the Practice of 

Ecological Restoration if these activities are included in the project 

https://www.der.wa.gov.au/images/documents/our-work/consultation/Revegetation-plan/A_Guide_to_Preparing_Revegetation_Plans_for_Clearing_Permits.pdf
https://www.der.wa.gov.au/images/documents/our-work/consultation/Revegetation-plan/A_Guide_to_Preparing_Revegetation_Plans_for_Clearing_Permits.pdf
http://seraustralasia.com/wheel/image/SER_International_Standards.pdf
http://seraustralasia.com/wheel/image/SER_International_Standards.pdf
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• written evidence where a landowner has agreed to change the vesting or 

zoning of crown land to include ‘conservation’ as a purpose or placing a 

conservation covenant in perpetuity on free-hold land. The written evidence 

should also demonstrate discussions have commenced with the appropriate 

body. For example, crown land – discussions have commenced with the 

Department of Lands, Planning and Heritage; free-hold – discussions have 

commenced with covenanting agencies and those agencies would support a 

covenant over the property 

• letters of commitment: a letter from each organisation that contributes (cash or 

other resources or effort) to the project must be included. The letter must 

provide the details of what is being contributed and the total value of that co-

contribution. The letter will be used to validate the information supplied in the 

project workplan. Letters of commitment must be signed by a representative of 

the organisation with the authority to commit the cash or in-kind contributions 

• land access permission: confirmation that land access permission (from all 

relevant landowners/managers) has been obtained at the time of applying 

• Signed sponsorship agreement: this is required if the application is made 

under a sponsorship arrangement. Refer to Appendix C for more information. 

To assist the Project Board in their deliberations, applicants are strongly encouraged 

to include: 

• signed landholder agreements, where the project involves work on private 

property. Applications that include signed landholder agreements as evidence 

are preferred*  

• quotes for any services provided by a third party, such as contractors, 

consultants, or speakers* 

• quotes for assets* 

• plans, diagrams, or other evidence of the strategic intent of the project 

• copies of any documents that you have referenced in the body of the 

application. 

*If not provided with the application, successful applicants will be required to provide 

these before funds are released. 

Please ensure attachments are labelled meaningfully so it is clear what the file 

contains. 



Environmental Revegetation and Rehabilitation Fund grants   Guideline for applicants 

 

 

 

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation  10 

5 Project assessment process 

5.1 Project assessment overview 

 

5.2 Project assessment criteria 

The merit of each application is assessed against criteria under three categories of 

environmental outcomes, social outcomes and capacity/capability: 

Environmental outcomes 

• Establishes and maintains native vegetation, including addressing key threats 

to vegetation; or delivers an essential part of the supply chain (e.g. seed 

collection and storage) of a revegetation project.  

Minister for Environment

Endorses projects that will receive monies from ERRF consistent with the ERRF Investment 
Strategy

Director General of the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation

Provide recommendations of the Project Board to the Minister for Environment

Project Board

Provides and recommends projects and expenditure to the Director General DWER

Technical Advisory Group

Assesses acceptability of projects against the project scoping and selection criteria

Individually and then as a group and provides a shortlist of recommended projects to the 
Project Board

ERRF project team

Reviews and assesses project eligibility. Individually and then as a Team and provides a 
shortlist of eligible projects to the Technical Advisory Group 
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• Delivers the environmental values as outlined in the ERRF project snapshots 

(Appendix 2 – ERRF Investment Strategy). 

• The project site (where the revegetation or rehabilitation project is located) 

must be secure (in perpetuity) from future clearing. 

• The project site location contributes to other strategic biodiversity outcomes 

and complements existing conservation efforts. 

• The project will be maintained beyond the funding provided through this 

program, including a land manager that will continue ongoing management of 

the site; the activities of the project are enduring. 

Social outcomes 

• Creates new jobs or extends an employing project that would otherwise cease. 

• Maximises employment numbers. 

• Creates employment for vulnerable communities and within COVID-19 

impacted regions. 

• Creates longer-term or ongoing employment beyond the project funding. 

• Training to contribute to a formal qualification for the individual (e.g. nationally 

accredited certificates). 

Capacity/capability: 

• Adequate planning undertaken to ensure the project will be a success 

combined with the applicant’s capacity and capability for delivery of the project 

and meeting the required outcomes. 

• Demonstrates value for money. 

• Evidence that scientific and traditional knowledge has been incorporated in 

project design. 

• Reasonable justification on how the project builds ongoing capacity for the 

conservation sector (restoration economy). 

For more information, please refer to the Project Selection and Scoping Matrix in the 
ERRF Investment Strategy. 

Tips for your application: 

• Don’t assume the assessors are familiar with the local areas and background 

to the project. 

• Show your thinking – use the application to clearly: 

− explain the purpose of the project and why it’s important 

− show why each activity is necessary to achieve the intended outcome 

− show why the resources requested for each activity are essential and 

cost-effective 

https://www.wa.gov.au/service/environment/business-and-community-assistance/environmental-revegetation-and-rehabilitation-fund
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− explain why the chosen approach/locations/sites are best 

− show how local community and other stakeholders have participated in 

project planning 

− show how other stakeholders will contribute to the delivery of the 

project 

− show that the planning is evidence based (and upload the evidence as 

an attachment). 

• Where a project is only proposing one component of the supply chain, the 

applicant is encouraged to collaborate and/or partner with other organisations 

to deliver the complete revegetation supply chain elements. 

• Be clear and concise as possible. 

• Avoid acronyms and jargon. 

5.3 Project assessment outcome 

It is anticipated successful applications will be announced in September 2021 by the 

Minister for Environment. All successful grants will be published on the ERRF 

website, with applicants notified by email on the outcome of their grant application. 
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6 Important information for applicants 

6.1 Conflicts of interest 

A conflict of interest is a situation arising from a conflict between the performance of 

duties or activities as a member of an applicant organisation and an individual’s 

private or personal interests. These interests can also be indirect, such as those 

involving family, friends or associates. Applicants must declare and describe any 

conflicts of interest (actual, perceived or potential) in the appropriate section of the 

application form. Declarations help to ensure conflicts of interest can be managed 

openly and transparently and do not automatically rule out a project from 

consideration. Here are some examples: 

• Applicants must advise if any member (or their relations) are property owners 

of any land that is the subject of a project activity. 

• Applicants must advise if any member (or their relations) could benefit from 

the grant through receiving payments, for example, for fee-for service or 

contract work funded by the ERRF. 

6.2 Continuing projects 

The ERRF will consider funding projects that are a continuation of previously funded 

ERRF grants (previously Green Jobs Plan grants) should a case be provided in the 

application which demonstrates how it will build on the outcomes of the previous 

project. All applications will be assessed on individual merit. 

Other grant applications 

If the applicant organisation is successful in attracting other grant funding for a similar 

purpose, the applicant must notify the ERRF project team immediately. In such 

cases, the applicant may be required to provide evidence the multiple funding 

sources are undertaking different and additional activities, and/or working in different 

areas. 



Environmental Revegetation and Rehabilitation Fund grants   Guideline for applicants 

 

 

 

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation  14 

7 Value for money 
Value for money is an important aspect of the grant assessment process. The 

following information is provided to assist applicants in developing their project plans, 

and to assist with demonstrating the value for money aspect of their project. Your 

project budget will consist of: 

• funds requested through the grant. 

• co-contributions that the applicant organisation or partners are committing to 

the project. 

7.1 Co-contributions (cash and in-kind) 

Co-contributions are resources (e.g. money, labour, time, machinery, equipment, 

consumables or materials) donated to the project or provided through other funding 

sources and usually take the form of either cash or ‘in-kind’. Applications that attract 

a greater value of co-contributions are preferred because they: 

• indicate the project has broad support from stakeholders 

• demonstrate the considerable planning and effort that has already gone into 

the project 

• illustrate the leveraging power of each dollar of ERRF grant investment. 

Applicants should clearly identify, describe and accurately value the source of all co-

contributions and must provide evidence from the contributing organisation (see 

Section 7.2 below). The Volunteering WA Calculator for individuals and organisations 

is a useful tool to help determine the full value of volunteer effort. 

Types of co-contributions 

1. Cash – Money (or income) received for project purposes. 

2. In-kind – Goods or services that are donated (provided free of charge) to the 

project or made available to the project via an alternative source of funding. 

This includes: 

− time spent by volunteers on: 

o participation at committee or board meetings 

o project activities such as coordinating events, conducting field 
activities, and organising volunteers 

o project administration or management such as budgeting, 
preparing project reports, preparing for and conducting 
meetings  

− time spent by paid staff where the salary costs of that position are 
already resourced/funded 

− administrative or overhead costs where they are already 
resourced/funded 

https://www.volunteeringwa.org.au/resources/volunteer-benefits-calculator
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− expertise or professional services 

− advice, expertise or other services provided by employees of the WA 
public service 

− student research 

− provision or donations of materials such as fencing materials, 
chemicals, baits and seedlings  

− donated use of specialised equipment and the services of its operator. 

7.2 Project coordination expenses 

The ERRF recognises some projects may require a level of coordination or project 

management. Applicants can consider requesting funding for this purpose if it is 

necessary for the project to be successful in achieving its ERRF outcomes. Such 

requests must meet the following requirements: 

• The total ERRF grant request for Project Coordination and Management must 

not exceed $90,000 per annum. 

• Any salaried positions must not exceed 1.0 FTE (full-time equivalent). 

• Salary on-costs (superannuation, leave expenses, payroll tax and workers 

compensation insurance) must not exceed 20 per cent of the approved salary 

expenses. 

• Applicants must provide a detailed case to justify this request in the application 

form. 

Salary, and salary on-costs for project coordination should be itemised separately in 

the project workplan. The Project Board will consider this information in the context of 

the complexity of the project and the effort required to coordinate it. The Project 

Board will be looking to determine if the coordination/project management expenses 

are commensurate with the nature and scope of the project (e.g. if there is a high 

coordination ask) but the bulk of the activities are delivered by a consultant or 

contractor, this would not be considered value for money. If the need for this 

coordination ask is unclear in the application form, the request will not be considered 

or will be reduced to an amount that aligns with the information provided in the 

application. 

7.3 Administration and overhead expenses 

The ERRF recognises there may be general costs that arise from delivering a 

project. Applicants may seek administration funding to cover costs, such as: 

• office expenses (phone, internet, printing) 

• general communications 

• insurance (volunteer, public liability and personal accident) 

•  a single, end-of-project financial audit: 
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− essential for projects valued over $55,001 

− not required (and will not be supported) for grants under $55,000. 

A maximum of 10 per cent for administration and overhead expenses can be 

requested in addition to the project’s total funding request for all other grant activities. 

Applicants must use the workplan and application form to clearly itemise each 

expense and explain why it is necessary to deliver the project. Administration and 

overhead requests that are not commensurate with the activities proposed may be 

reduced. For example, if the full 10 per cent for administration is requested but the 

bulk of the activities are delivered by a consultant or contractor, then the Project 

Board may reduce the administration funding offered.  

The following is an example of how to calculate the administration allowances: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.4 Sponsorship expenses 

Proposals submitted under a sponsorship arrangement are entitled to request a 

sponsorship fee. Further details are provided in Appendix C. This should be clearly 

shown in the workplan 

7.5 Project-specific travel 

The ERRF recognises general travel-related expenses are part of the delivery of a 

project as the nature of some projects, particularly where large distances are 

involved, may require specific travel arrangements (e.g. to on-ground work sites). 

Funding requests for travel that is essential to the delivery of a particular project 

activity must be itemised and described in the project workplan. Travel expenses 

should be shown in the workplan ‘at cost’ (the actual cost), up to a maximum of 68 

cents per kilometre. This will be assessed against the value for money criteria. 

Item budget 
 
Grant activity 
Coordination and on-costs   $10,000 
Seedlings     $30,000 
Workshop     $5,000 
Grant activity sub-total   $45,000 
 
Administration 
10% of grant activity subtotal  $4,500 
 
Total grant request   $49,500 
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7.6 Purchase of materials 

If you plan to purchase materials, such as seedlings or fencing materials, quotes are 

not required unless you exceed the maximum allowable rates in Appendix B. 

7.7 Environmental outcomes 

An ERRF outcome is to successfully deliver on-ground environmental outcomes with 

a focus on the environmental values required to be offset. Priority will be given to 

those projects that can deliver multiple environmental values within the one site as 

achieving overlapping values will minimise the number of hectares required to meet 

all offset requirements.  

For example, a site could contain a high level of biodiversity, be adjacent or connect 

to conservation areas, and contain vegetation types suitable for black cockatoo 

foraging. That one site could contribute to the offset hectares required for each of 

these values where they overlap. 

7.8 Contractors and consultants  

Grant funding can be used to engage consultants and contractors if it can be 

demonstrated this is necessary for the project to be successful in achieving its ERRF 

outcomes. Contractors and consultants are people or organisations that you plan to 

engage to deliver part of the project on your behalf (as a service), such as an expert 

presenter, fencing contractor or weed control specialist.  

The Project Board will be looking to determine if the costs for engaging contractors or 

consultants are commensurate with the nature and scope of the project. Where the 

project results in the transfer of skills from the contractor or consultant to project 

participants to build capacity would be highly regarded by the Project Board.  

Applicants requesting funding must: 

• itemise services provided by the consultant or contractor in the workplan; this 

is how value for money is determined and why sufficient detail is essential 

• provide a description in the relevant section of the application form including: 

− why it is essential to the project to engage a contractor/consultant 

− the name and qualifications of the preferred service provider/s 

− what services are being provided. 

Quotes from service providers should demonstrate the project budget is well-

researched and the applicant has considered value for money when choosing their 

preferred provider.  

Quotes should specify the cost of the service and provide a detailed breakdown of 

what will be delivered (e.g. for weeding the quote should confirm cost, area and 

method, and a breakdown of materials and labour).  
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Applications that provide quotes are preferred at assessment. If not supplied at 

application, successful applicants will be required to provide formal written quotes as 

a condition of funding.  

If an applicant organisation, its members or an affiliate intend to provide consulting or 

contracting services to the project, this should be noted in the ‘conflict of interest’ 

section of the application. In the ‘contractors and consultant’ section of the 

application, applicants must also justify why they should be considered the preferred 

provider of the service. This can include evidence about the competitive rate or 

advantage that is offered over other providers (e.g. location, prior experience). 

7.9 Job creation and training  

An ERRF outcome is to create jobs. Projects where jobs creation is maximised will 

be prioritised. This is not just about the highest number of FTE positions compared 

with the value of the grant. The number of participants and the duration of 

employment are also considered. The demographics for whom the jobs have been 

created, such as Aboriginal people, youth, people with disability, women, and people 

in regional locations will also be considered when prioritising projects for funding.  

Grant funding can be used to provide training that is required for implementation of 

the project. It is expected applicants investigate and use, where possible, fee-free 

training programs. The Department of Training and Workforce Development can 

assist with fee-free skill-set training for ERRF projects via the Jobs and Skills WA 

website. If unable to utilise fee-free training, justification should be provided. In 

addition, accredited training will be prioritised over non-accredited training. 

For projects that target vulnerable or disadvantaged groups such as long-term 

unemployed people, job-ready training can be funded but should not be the only level 

of training offered. 

7.10 Aboriginal Rangers and elders 

The ERRF can be used to support projects that contract Aboriginal Ranger groups to 

deliver project activities. Applicants planning to work with Aboriginal Rangers must: 

• clearly outline how the services provided to the project consist of ‘new’ work 

outputs that are not funded through other means 

• confirm whether the Aboriginal Ranger team has already secured funding to 

cover its employment costs. If employer costs are: 

− already funded, these can be included as in-kind contributions to the 

project 

− not already funded, these can be included in the ERRF grant request. 

 

https://www.courses.com.au/government-funding/jobs-and-skills?msclkid=9a97d1c04010156a2ec6b1bd0614a913&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Government%20Funding%20-%20WA&utm_term=%2Bjobs%20%2Band%20%2Bskills&utm_content=Jobs%20and%20Skills%20-%20Broad
https://www.courses.com.au/government-funding/jobs-and-skills?msclkid=9a97d1c04010156a2ec6b1bd0614a913&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Government%20Funding%20-%20WA&utm_term=%2Bjobs%20%2Band%20%2Bskills&utm_content=Jobs%20and%20Skills%20-%20Broad


Environmental Revegetation and Rehabilitation Fund grants   Guideline for applicants 

 

 

 

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation  19 

Applicants are encouraged to refer to the WA Government’s Aboriginal Ranger 

Program Guidelines which provides a guide for suggested maximum rates for 

employment expenses. 

ERRF funding can be used to support Aboriginal elders to participate in ERRF events 

and work activities on Country that relate directly to an ERRF outcome; however, 

their inclusion will need to be fully justified and excludes sitting fees. More 

information on the capture and transfer of Traditional Ecological Knowledge is 

provided in Appendix D.  

7.11 Insurances 

Successful grant recipients must have insurance coverage appropriate to the nature 

of the project. Grant recipients will be asked to provide details about: 

• public liability insurance 

• personal accident/workers compensation insurance 

• professional indemnity insurance (where appropriate). 

The costs of acquiring appropriate insurance (i.e. the cost of insurance premiums) 

can be requested for ERRF funding as an item within ‘administration and overhead 

expenses’ (see Section 7.3, above). Unincorporated organisations are encouraged to 

talk with their project sponsor about their insurance cover requirements. Refer to 

Appendix E. 

7.12 Assets 

Grant funding can be used to purchase a specific asset if it is essential to project 

delivery. ERRF considers an asset to be: 

• any single item of a transferrable physical nature (i.e. that can be moved from 

one place to another) 

• valued at $5,000 or more. Permanent infrastructure, seedlings and fencing are 

not considered assets. 

Each asset must be listed in the workplan budget and, if the application is approved, 

up to three quotes may be required before making the purchase. At the end of the 

project, the asset will remain with the grant recipient; however, it must continue to be 

used for the purpose for which it was originally approved and should be available to 

the wider natural resource management community. Please contact the ERRF 

project team for further information about items that should be considered as assets. 
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8 Stakeholder engagement 
It is important all stakeholders are consulted in the project planning process. For 

smaller projects which address localised issues, it is recommended applicants 

consult with catchment or regional NRM groups to recognise where the proposed 

project sits within a strategic context. For larger projects which address issues at a 

landscape scale, it is essential consultation occurs with other catchment or regional 

NRM groups in the proposed project area to ensure the project is fully supported. 

Stakeholders include people or groups that influence a project or may be affected by 

the project work. They can include: 

• landholders and land managers 

• neighbouring groups and landholders 

• regional NRM groups 

• Recognised Biosecurity Groups 

• relevant State Government departments 

• local government authorities 

• Aboriginal people 

• other organisations conducting similar or complementary work. 

Applicants should keep a record of their consultations, including who, when and 

where the contacts occurred and the result of the discussion. 

8.1 Consultation with Aboriginal people 

ERRF extends across various land tenures as well as lands covered by native title, 

lands where native title has not been determined, and lands where native title has 

been extinguished. The program acknowledges the value of Traditional Ecological 

Knowledge of Country – the evolving knowledge acquired by Aboriginal people over 

thousands of years of managing the land and sea country of Western Australia. The 

ERRF also recognises the importance of Western Australia’s vast cultural heritage 

that is protected by the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.  

As a minimum, all applicants must conduct a search of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Inquiry System to check whether there are known heritage sites in or around the 

project area. For further information contact AboriginalHeritage@dplh.wa.gov.au. 

Appendix D provides more information of engagement with Aboriginal people. 

Projects should incorporate Aboriginal people and organisations in all stages of 

development and delivery. Projects that have increased Aboriginal consultation, 

engagement and participation will be prioritised over those that do not include 

Aboriginal people.  

 

https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/ahis
https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/ahis
mailto:AboriginalHeritage@dplh.wa.gov.au
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Aboriginal-led organisations and businesses are encouraged to apply and are invited 

to contact the ERRF project team to discuss their projects before submitting an 

application.  
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9 Activities, milestones and deliverables 

9.1 Activities and deliverables 

Activities that need to be included are the primary activities the project will be 

undertaking for which funding is being provided across all years of the grant. The 

deliverables for each activity will show how successful the activity has been through 

physical outputs.  

To ensuring alignment with your workplan: 

• provide a description of the specific activity that your project will be 

undertaking 

• select the most relevant category from the list of activities in the ‘activity 

category’ dropdown menu 

• detail the dollar value ($) that will be allocated from the ERRF grant funding to 

this activity across all years of the grant 

• choose a most appropriate activity measure from the dropdown lists; you must 

have at least one measure for each activity but may have more than one 

• provide the number of each measure you propose to achieve across all years 

of the project.  

Note Activity 1 relates to project administration – if you are not receiving grant 

funding for this activity, please leave blank. 

9.2 Milestones 

Milestones describe an event and date at which one or more of your project activities 

will be completed and are used to show how the project will progress. For longer 

projects, reporting against milestones enables the project to keep on track or to 

manage delays when they occur. 

Milestones must align with key dates outlined in your workplan and should be in 

chronological order.  

Please ensure the final milestone completion date is on or before the estimated 

project completion date. 

9.3 Progress payment schedule 

Payments may be made in two or more instalments. Progress payments must be 

tailored to align with the completion of milestones which demonstrate adequate 

progress of the project. Projects of more than $50,000 are required to report 

periodically on their progress.  
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10 Monitoring, reporting and evaluation  
Evidence of achievement is a critical part of your grant reporting and acquittal. A 

good monitoring plan enables you to assess the effectiveness of project activities and 

provide evidence of achievement.  

As a minimum, all projects will need to report on jobs created, including number of 

participants, FTEs, training undertaken and if accredited or non-accredited. Seed 

collection works will require reporting on dates, location, species and quantity of 

seeds collected. Propagation works will require quantity of each species propagated 

and success rates. On-ground revegetation or rehabilitation works will need 

photopoint monitoring to show before and after works as well as compliance against 

the approved rehabilitation/revegetation plan. 

All ERRF-funded projects are required to have a monitoring plan. You will be asked 

to discuss the results of your monitoring in the final report as part of the project 

evaluation. The ERRF project team considers the monitoring as essential evidence 

the project has been completed as contracted and the funding has been spent 

appropriately. 

Provide details of: 

• what you are monitoring 

• how you are monitoring (e.g. photopoint monitoring, feedback forms, event 

photos, etc.) 

• start date/baseline date 

• frequency of monitoring 

• what will be produced (e.g. photos, report, etc.). 

On-ground rehabilitation and revegetation activities will need baseline monitoring 

information (e.g. photos for photopoint monitoring, baseline vegetation survey). 

Evaluation questions will give your project reference points for successful 

achievement. These questions relate to the outcomes and objectives of the project. 

You will be reporting against these outcomes and goals in your final report. 

 



 

 

Appendices 

Appendix A — ERRF priority areas for investment 

Broad offsets project areas 
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Regional Development Commission boundaries 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Local government areas in the agricultural zone with 15–40 per cent remnant vegetation cover 

Local government 
authority 

% Remveg cover1 
Overlapping Development 
Commission Region 

Overlapping OFFR project 
areas 

MOORA, Shire of 14.98% Wheatbelt (Central Midlands) 

5: Northern Coastal Carnaby’s 

6: Avon Valley Carnaby’s 

8: Wheatbelt Woodlands and 
Remnant 

KULIN, Shire of 16.11% Wheatbelt (South) 
8: Wheatbelt Woodlands and 
Remnant 

GOOMALLING, Shire of 16.17% Wheatbelt (Avon) 

6: Avon Valley Carnaby’s 

8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

PINGELLY, Shire of 16.92% Wheatbelt (South) 
8: Wheatbelt Woodlands and 
Remnant 

NUNGARIN, Shire of 18.59% Wheatbelt (Central East) 
8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

WOODANILLING, Shire of 18.97% Great Southern 

4: Kojonup 3 x cockatoos 

8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

10: Esperance Carnaby’s 

 
1 Sourced from: Government of Western Australia (2019) 2018 Statewide Vegetation Statistics incorporating the CAR Reserve Analysis (Full Report). Current as of March 

2019. WA Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, Perth 



 

 

Local government 
authority 

% Remveg cover1 
Overlapping Development 
Commission Region 

Overlapping OFFR project 
areas 

KOJONUP, Shire of 19.59% Great Southern 

2: SW forests for 3 x cockatoos 

4: Kojonup 3 x cockatoos 

8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

10: Esperance Carnaby’s 

NARROGIN, Shire of 19.74% Wheatbelt (South) 
8: Wheatbelt Woodlands and 
Remnant 

 
GNOWANGERUP, Shire 
of 

20.11% Great Southern 

3: Albany forests 3 x Cockatoos 

8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

10: Esperance Carnaby’s 

BROOKTON, Shire of 21.04% Wheatbelt (South) 
8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

THREE SPRINGS, Shire 
of 

21.83% Mid West 
8: Wheatbelt Woodlands and 
Remnant 

CUBALLING, Shire of 22.07% Wheatbelt (South) 
8: Wheatbelt Woodlands and 
Remnant 

DALWALLINU, Shire of 23.19% Wheatbelt (Central Midlands) 

6: Avon Valley Carnaby’s 

8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

NORTHAM, Shire of 23.62% Wheatbelt (Avon) 

6: Avon Valley Carnaby’s 

8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

WEST ARTHUR, Shire of 30.69% Wheatbelt (South) 
2: SW Forests for 3 x Cockatoos  

4: Kojonup 3 x Cockatoos 



 

 

Local government 
authority 

% Remveg cover1 
Overlapping Development 
Commission Region 

Overlapping OFFR project 
areas 

MORAWA, Shire of 31.56% Mid West 
8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

KENT, Shire of 31.56% Great Southern 

8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

10: Esperance Carnaby’s 

CAPEL, Shire of 33.22% South West 2: SW Forests for 3 x Cockatoos 

CHAPMAN VALLEY, Shire 
of 

33.79% Mid West 7: Northern Ecological Linkages 

WILLIAMS, Shire of 34.67% Wheatbelt (South) 
2: SW Forests for 3 x Cockatoos  

4: Kojonup 3 x Cockatoos 

MUKINBUDIN, Shire of 35.24% Wheatbelt (Central East) 
8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

BEVERLEY, Shire of 35.42% Wheatbelt (Avon) 
8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

CRANBROOK, Shire of 35.42% Great Southern 

3: Albany forests 3 x cockatoos 

4: Kojonup 3 x cockatoos 

8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

10: Esperance Carnaby’s 

YORK, Shire of 35.64% Wheatbelt (Avon) 
8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

ALBANY, City of 35.92% Great Southern 

3: Albany forests 3 x cockatoos 

8: Wheatbelt woodlands and 
remnants 

10: Esperance Carnaby’s 



 

 

Local government 
authority 

% Remveg cover1 
Overlapping Development 
Commission Region 

Overlapping OFFR project 
areas 

CHITTERING, Shire of 38.08% Wheatbelt (Central Coast) 

5: Northern coastal Carnaby’s 

6: Avon Valley Carnaby’s 

11: Eastern Perth TECs and 
wetlands 

LAKE GRACE, Shire of 38.41% Wheatbelt (South) 10: Esperance Carnaby’s 

WESTONIA, Shire of 39.46% Wheatbelt (Central East) 
8: Wheatbelt Woodlands and 
Remnants 

COOROW, Shire of 39.79% Mid West 

6: Avon Valley Carnaby’s 

8: Wheatbelt Woodlands and 
Remnants 

BUSSELTON, City of 40.97% South West 2: SW Forests for 3 x Cockatoos 
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Appendix B — Eligible Activities 

On-ground activities 

Good environmental hygiene 

It is your responsibility and a contractual condition of your successful grant that your 

activities do not contribute to the spread of weeds, pest animals and disease (e.g., 

Phytophthora spp. dieback in south-west Western Australia). 

Fencing 

Fencingcan help protect remnant vegetation, waterways, revegetation or fragile areas 

of biodiversity and can be used to establish connectivity between these areas. Things 

to consider in your application: 

• Funding for materials is limited to $4,000 per kilometre unless higher rates are 

justified. To justify the fencing expense, within the workplan, please describe what 

kind of fence you are intending to install and what its purpose is. Please provide 

quotes as part of your justification. 

• Fencing that serves to protect new or remnant vegetation must be to protect from 

threats (e.g. stock, feral animals).  

• Landholders must commit to providing ongoing maintenance of ERRF-funded 

fencing for a minimum of 10 years. 

• In accordance with the Dividing Fences Act 1961, it is the responsibility of 

landholders to fence property boundaries including those bordering crown land. 

Therefore, grant funds cannot be used to pay a landholder to construct boundary 

fences on their own property unless fully justified.  

• Funds may be used to employ a contractor to construct fences. This is particularly 

relevant where the landholder is unable to undertake this task themselves because 

of circumstances such as peri-urban areas or in difficult terrains. 

• Any fencing that occurs along a watercourse should have a minimum 30 m buffer 

from the high water mark. 

Threat mitigation 

Protecting areas from pest plants, animals and diseases is highly desirable. Things to 

consider in your application: 

• Pest control as part of a broader revegetation or rehabilitation project may be 

funded, unless it is a declared pest where the landholder is already required to 

undertake pest control in accordance with the Biosecurity and Agriculture 

Management Act 2007. 

• Appropriate animal welfare is essential, as is evidence of understanding for what is 

required. Providing the relevant licenses, approvals, or permits to conduct your 

https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_272_homepage.html
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chosen activities is the best way to show your understanding of what is required. 

This includes: 

− using animals for scientific purposes, which requires a licence issued under 

the provisions of the Animal Welfare Act 2002, and administered by the 

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 

− approval for Eradicat from the Feral Cat Technical Committee 

− permission to work on public lands. 

• To ensure funds requested through this program do not duplicate the work of a 

Recognised Biosecurity Group (RBG), evidence of the outcome of consultation with 

the relevant RBG must be included in the application at the relevant section, 

including information regarding priority species, and how the project will 

complement or extend the activities already being undertaken by the RBG. 

Pest Plants 

• Funding may be given to control of Weeds of National Significance (WoNS) as part 

of a broader revegetation or rehabilitation project where it is considered additional 

to what is already required by the landowner. The latest list of WoNS is available 

here (scroll to the bottom of the webpage for the list). 

• Funding may be given to control of declared plants of Western Australia as part of a 

broader revegetation or rehabilitation project where it is considered additional to 

what is already required by the landowner. Contact the Department of Primary 

Industries and Regional Development for the latest list of WA declared plants. 

• Control of other weed species on public lands will be considered. 

• Projects that propose innovative weed control methods will be highly regarded. 

• A maximum of $5,000 per ha can be requested for weed control unless fully justified 

within your application and attached workplan. 

Feral animals 

Funding may be given to projects that, as part of a broader revegetation or 

rehabilitation project, include the following activities: 

• Address landscape scale control. 

• Protect threatened species or threatened ecological communities. 

• Produce the relevant licenses, approvals, permits, or other documents to show the 

proposed activities will be conducted in a way that complies with animal welfare 

legislation. 

• Increase community capacity to continue feral animal control past the life of the 

application. 

• Show how the proposed works are complementary to the works of the local RBG. 

https://weeds.org.au/
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/pests-weeds-diseases/weeds/declared-plants
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/pests-weeds-diseases/weeds/declared-plants
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• Demonstrate that by implementing control, the situation won’t be made worse. For 

example, by controlling foxes, the feral cat population won’t increase, and do more 

damage than leaving the foxes in the landscape. 

• Provide data for the numbers of both predators and prey. 

• Describe why the chosen methodology of single species or integrated pest 

management will give the best value result. 

Working with animals 

• Projects involving native wildlife will require consultation with Department of 

Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions as licences and permissions are required 

for the take or release of fauna under the provisions of the Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 2016. Depending on the activities, separate licences may also be 

required from the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development. It is 

not essential to provide a copy of the licence on application but a copy may be 

required as a condition of funding. Providing the licence at application is preferred. 

• A licence is required when using animals (including non-natives) for scientific 

purposes under the provisions of the Animal Welfare Act 2002, which is 

administered by the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development. 

Depending on the activities, separate licences may also be required from the 

Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. It is not essential to 

provide a copy of the licence on application but a copy may be required as a 

condition of funding. Providing the licence at application is preferred. 

• It is the responsibility of the applicant to investigate what is required for your project. 

Remnant vegetation protection 

Protecting remnant vegetation is a highly desirable activity. 

Funding may be given to projects that: 

• have a high protected area to boundary ratio (large patches are a higher priority 

than long, thin areas) 

• deliver connectivity between remnant patches or revegetated corridors 

• demonstrate high-quality representative plant communities 

• incorporate buffer zones 

• incorporate cross-boundary remnant protection. 

Replacing or repairing fences previously funded under other programs may be 

considered. 

Provide details of any covenants which may apply to the area. Repairs to fences 

constructed by landholders may also be considered. 

Revegetation 

Things to consider in your application: 

https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_13811_homepage.html
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_13811_homepage.html
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_13811_homepage.html
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_50_homepage.html
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_50_homepage.html
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/animalwelfare/using-animals-scientific-purposes?page=0%2C8&smartpaging_toc_p8_s0_h2%20
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/animalwelfare/using-animals-scientific-purposes?page=0%2C8&smartpaging_toc_p8_s0_h2%20
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• Funds cannot be used to pay landholders for site preparation or planting. Where 

landholders conduct this work it is considered an in-kind contribution towards the 

project. 

• Funds can be used to employ a contractor for site preparation and planting if the 

group or landholder is unable to undertake these tasks, but this request must be 

fully justified. 

• Funds can be used for the purchase or collection of local provenance seeds; 

however, the seed collection must be carried out by a fully licenced collector in 

accordance with the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 and Biodiversity 

Conservation Regulations 2018.  

• Seed collection within an area of remnant vegetation should be limited to no more 

than 20 per cent of the viable seed from an individual plant and be undertaken in 

accordance with relevant seed standards. 

• A maximum of $5,000 per ha is typically allowed for revegetation. More costly 

revegetation plans, may be approved if fully justified. 

General guidelines for revegetation activities: 

• DWER’s A guide for preparing revegetation plans for clearing permits  

• SER’s International Standards for the Practice of Ecological Restoration (at least a 

three-star standard) 

• RAIWA Seed Standards  

• www.anpc.asn.au/florabank/Guidelines for best practice native seed collection and 

use  

• www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/off-reserve-conservation/234-habitat-for-nature-

conservation  

Capability building 

It is recognised that provision of key labour and knowledge resources at critical times 

can significantly improve the outcomes of a project. To that end, funding may be 

considered for the following capability-building activities if it can be demonstrated they 

will contribute directly to improved environmental outcomes and/or building the 

restoration economy. 

Training and skills development 

Grant funding may be used to build the capacity of an organisation through training 

and skills development. Applications that describe the training need required for 

implementation of the project, how it was identified, and how the training need or skills 

gap will be addressed will be viewed favourably. Training that is accredited and/or 

leads to a formal qualification will be prioritised. 

https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/RedirectURL?OpenAgent&query=mrdoc_43237.pdf
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/RedirectURL?OpenAgent&query=mrdoc_43237.pdf
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/RedirectURL?OpenAgent&query=mrdoc_43237.pdf
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/RedirectURL?OpenAgent&query=mrdoc_43237.pdf
https://www.der.wa.gov.au/images/documents/our-work/consultation/Revegetation-plan/A_Guide_to_Preparing_Revegetation_Plans_for_Clearing_Permits.pdf
http://seraustralasia.com/wheel/image/SER_International_Standards.pdf
http://riawa.com.au/wordpress/?page_id=1059
http://riawa.com.au/wordpress/?page_id=1059
http://www.anpc.asn.au/florabank/
https://www.anpc.asn.au/florabank/
https://www.anpc.asn.au/florabank/
http://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/off-reserve-conservation/234-habitat-for-nature-conservation
http://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/off-reserve-conservation/234-habitat-for-nature-conservation
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Technical advice 

There is an increasing amount of technical information available, many in different 

formats that may help participants improve how they do their project work. This 

information is often not readily accessible, may not be easily understood and may 

possibly be conflicting. 

Grant funding may be used to engage the services of advisers or consultants who can 

help participants to access, interpret and better understand technical information. 

Planning 

Effective planning typically results in quality outcomes. 

Projects that include the development of a plan (e.g. action plan or management plan) 

should clearly indicate how the plan will be used in future management of the area 

and how it will contribute to decision-making. 

Capturing or implementing Traditional Ecological Knowledge 

Activities incorporating Traditional Ecological Knowledge, including the spiritual and 

the sacred, should focus on Indigenous biological and ecological knowledge, and how 

that knowledge is applied to natural resources, plants, animals and their 

environments. 

Applications must demonstrate how traditional owners will be involved in these 

activities, how the knowledge will be stored and how the knowledge will be used in 

future land and sea management. 

Data collection 

Activities that collect data should clearly show how it will be used to improve the 

condition of the area and how it will be stored, managed and shared. 

Resource condition assessment 

Gathering and recording data about the condition of natural resources is recognised 

as an important foundational activity enabling sound project planning and strong 

project outcomes. Resource condition assessments could include, for example: 

• flora, fauna or vegetation surveys and mapping 

• weed mapping or monitoring 

• pest animal surveys or mapping 

• water quality surveys 

• plant survival surveys. 

Projects that demonstrate a clear need for the proposed resource condition 

assessment, and the value of the activity in enabling improved long-term 

management, will be highly regarded. The funding request should also clearly identify 

how the assessment will be stored, managed and shared. 



Environmental Revegetation and Rehabilitation Fund grants   Guideline for applicants 

 

 

 

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation  35 

Monitoring 

Monitoring is critical to being able to tell if your project’s activities are addressing the 

goals of your project. The establishment of a monitoring and evaluation framework is 

an important first step in planning for and verifying if the project has been successful. 

A well-designed monitoring system can answer questions such as: 

• Is the project on track to meet the completion criteria? 

• What adaptive management do I need to implement to ensure the completion 

criteria are met? 

• Are there increased benefits to local people from sustainable natural resource use? 

• Are habitats and ecosystems being degraded or improved? 

• Are the populations of individual species of plants and animals declining or 

increasing? 

• What are the causes? 

• Has the management intervention had the intended impact on the ecosystem? 

There are many different ways of monitoring and the level of monitoring adopted 

should be consistent with the size and scope of the project. Some important points to 

consider when preparing your application: 

• Basic monitoring activities (such as fixed-point photo monitoring and drone 

photography) are generally considered an in-kind contribution or should be included 

in any coordination expenses. 

• Purchase of equipment for monitoring (such as remote sensing cameras) may be 

considered for funding if justified. 

Please refer to the State NRM Program Photopoint Monitoring Factsheet for more 

information on how to set up a fixed-point photo monitoring system. Please note site 

locations will have to be mapped out, and before and after images scheduled (and 

taken). We strongly recommend captured images are renamed with the name 

containing the site name and the date the image was taken. 

https://www.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-12/Fact%20Sheet%20Photopoint%20Monitoring_0.pdf
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Appendix C — Sponsorship  

Do I need a sponsor? 

Unincorporated groups without an ABN are able to apply for an ERRF grant if 

they have entered into an auspice or sponsorship arrangement with an 

incorporated organisation (with an ABN). The incorporated organisation sponsors 

the application and receives the grant (if successful) on behalf of the 

unincorporated group which undertakes the project activities. The nature of the 

arrangement is detailed in the sponsorship agreement.   

Any incorporated group with a current ABN which meets the eligibility criteria 

provided above can act as a Sponsor. Incorporated groups are ineligible be 

sponsored under a sponsorship arrangement. 

How many projects can an organisation sponsor at 
one time? 

There is no limit to the number of projects an organisation can sponsor, either as 

standalone applications or as a collective of multiple groups bundled under a 

single application. 

Responsibilities of a sponsor 

The sponsor is responsible for the financial and legal aspects of funding, 

including proper project management and coordination, project reporting and 

financial acquittal. 

The sponsor organisation can also provide other services, such as: 

• administrative functions including insurance cover and financial management 

• human resources (HR) and occupational health and safety (OHS) functions. 

The role of the sponsor organisation does not include delivering the core project 

activities. 

Sponsorship fees 

A sponsor can charge up to 10 per cent of the requested funding for their 

services. If the sponsor is charging a fee, they must clearly indicate the amount 

they are charging in the workplan and identify the services they will provide in the 

signed sponsorship agreement. If the sponsor does not charge a fee for these 

services, the value of these services can be included as an in-kind co-

contribution to the project. Sponsors cannot also request funding for project 

coordination expenses. 

https://www.wa.gov.au/service/environment/business-and-community-assistance/environmental-revegetation-and-rehabilitation-fund
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Sponsorship agreement  

A complete, signed sponsorship agreement must be uploaded to the online 
application. Applicants must use the template provided. The detail in the 
sponsorship agreement must be consistent with information provided in the project 
workplan. 

This agreement enables the sponsor and the beneficiary to: 

• identify their roles and responsibilities 

• detail the tasks, services or resources that will be provided to the project 

• list any fees that will be accepted by the sponsor. 

  

https://www.wa.gov.au/service/environment/business-and-community-assistance/environmental-revegetation-and-rehabilitation-fund


Environmental Revegetation and Rehabilitation Fund grants   Guideline for applicants 

 

 

 

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation  38 

Appendix D — Engagement with Aboriginal people 

Early engagement with local Aboriginal groups during the development of your 

project is essential. It is required regardless of land tenure (whether the land you 

are working on is privately owned or public land). 

The purpose of consulting with Aboriginal groups is to: 

• acknowledge traditional knowledge and expertise 

• confirm the importance of the area to Aboriginal people, including cultural 

heritage values 

• protect cultural heritage and heritage sites 

• promote awareness of traditional knowledge in NRM and explore opportunities 

for Aboriginal people to inform land management practices or to be 

involved in the planning and design of projects. 

The approach that you take to engaging with Aboriginal people, and what you 

might ask of the Aboriginal people you engage with, will vary on a case-by-case 

basis. Factors that influence your approach include: the nature and scope of your 

project; the cultural heritage values of the areas in which you will be working; and 

the native title status of the area. 

What to do 

If you are unsure of where to start your Aboriginal consultation, we recommend 

that you read Ask First, an easy-to-read guide containing practical information. 

Then: 

• Conduct a search of the Aboriginal Heritage Inquiry System to check if there 

are heritage sites relevant to your project location and  to determine whether 

your project could impact a site. You will need to run the search for each 

project site (if your project has more than one). If in doubt, contact the 

Aboriginal Heritage section of the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage 

at AboriginalHeritage@dplh.wa.gov.au. 

• Make contact with representatives of the Aboriginal community relevant to 

the Country on which you are working. If you are unsure who to contact, 

some suggestions are provided below. 

Native title representative bodies 

These organisations represent and support Aboriginal people in relation to native 

title matters but also on issues affecting their lands, seas and communities. They 

also run community, environmental and economic development projects and may 

be able to assist with engaging with Aboriginal people. A list of contacts can be 

found at www.waitoc.com/culture-experiences/aboriginal-culture/land-sea-

councils. 

https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/tk/en/databases/creative_heritage/docs/ask_first.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/tk/en/databases/creative_heritage/docs/ask_first.pdf
https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/ahis
mailto:AboriginalHeritage@dplh.wa.gov.au.
http://www.waitoc.com/culture-experiences/aboriginal-culture/land-sea-councils
http://www.waitoc.com/culture-experiences/aboriginal-culture/land-sea-councils
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Community NRM groups 

There are a number of community NRM groups that may be able to provide 

suggestions for engaging with Aboriginal communities. Please contact the ERRF 

project team on (08) 6364 7000 or by email covidrecoveryproject@dwer.wa.gov.au 

for further direction. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:covidrecoveryproject@dwer.wa.gov.au
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