
Action Plan  
for Planning Reform  
Better planning, better places
The Action Plan for Planning Reform will ensure the Western Australian planning 
system sustains liveability and continues to deliver great outcomes and great places 
for Western Australians. It sets three overarching goals and 19 reform initiatives to 
assist in achieving the State Government’s priorities. 

The Action Plan outlines a series of early actions, next priorities and future actions. 

This is an update against some of the early actions.

Planning is easier to  
understand and navigate. 

Planning creates 
great places for people.

Planning systems are  
consistent and efficient.www.dplh.wa.gov.au/planning-reform

The Western 
Australian Planning 
Commission (WAPC) 
is more efficient and 
strategically-focussed
The WAPC and Statutory 
Planning Committee to 
publish agenda papers that 
provide the ‘key matters 
under consideration’ for 
schemes and amendments, 
allowing deputations to 
address the areas of known 
concern. 

Progress: 
 ✓Working group convened 
in October 2019 to develop 
framework for collection, 
analysis and publication of 
planning activity data. 

 ✓WAPC meeting agendas and 
minutes published online 
from February 2020.

 ✓Local governments and 
applicants now notified, 
via email, seven days in 
advance of a meeting.

 ✓Complete officer reports 
published for a greater 
range of statutory planning 
proposals.

 ✓Key Matters Coversheet 
introduced to provide 
high level information on 
confidential statutory 
planning proposals.

 
Planning systems are 
consistent and efficient



Round 1  
Legislative Changes
Amendments to Planning 
and Development (Local 
Planning Schemes) 
Regulations 2015 currently 
being drafted by the 
Parliamentary Counsel 
Office will support the 
goals and reform initiatives 
of the Action Plan.
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Collaborative planning 
delivers district-level 
priorities
Pilot a joint District Planning 
Strategy in a suitable area.

Progress:
 ✓Draft framework and 
principles being finalised.

 ✓Expressions of interest 
will be sought from local 
governments mid-2020 
for one regional and one 
metropolitan pilot project.

Urban corridors 
are realised with 
integrated planning
A new position to be 
established dedicated to 
providing stakeholders with 
early guidance to support 
development along and 
access to the corridors.

Progress:
 ✓New Director, Road Access 
and Planning appointed 
within Main Roads WA in 
late 2019.

Engagement and 
consultation processes 
are consistent and 
effective 
Pilot community engagement 
project. Review and test 
consultation and engagement 
process.

Progress: 
 ✓Pilot community project 
completed December 2019.

 ✓Working group involving 
industry, local government 
and private sector 
representatives established 
to consider more 
streamlined and consistent 
consultation processes for 
development assessment.

 ✓Testing of initial 
improvements to 
consultation processes 
underway in 2020.

 ✓Scope developed, 
and procurement 
commenced, for new 
Community Engagement 
Toolkit to support and 
improve engagement and 
consultation practices for 
local and State planning 
processes. Delivery of first 
part of toolkit due late 2020.

Clear and concise 
guidance is readily 
available
Prepare and publish 
contemporary guidance 
on a range of planning 
instruments, including 
content, process  
and assessment. 

Progress: 
 ✓Online WA Planning Toolkit 
in development to provide 
guidance for all users of the 
planning system. Drafting 
underway of the first 
chapters focused on local 
planning strategies, activity 
centre plans, structure 
plans and development 
applications.   

Good design is 
required and design 
excellence encouraged
Progress next stages of 
Design WA, including policies 
and guidelines for precinct 
design and medium density 
policy.

Progress: 
 ✓Draft State Planning Policy 
7.2 – Precinct Design 
and associated design 
guidelines and proposed 
changes to the planning 
framework released for 
public comment August 
2019. Good response 
received with general 
support for the concept of 
precinct design. Anticipated 
release of final policy late 
2020.

 ✓Medium density “Missing 
Middle” policy being 
developed. Industry 
workshops held early 
February. Draft policy to 
be released for public 
comment mid-2020.

Approvals are quicker 
and easier for small 
business in commercial 
and mixed-use centres

Car parking 
requirements in 
commercial and 
mixed-use centres are 
consistent
Partner with local 
government to develop,  
test and pilot:

•  a framework for change-
of-use development 
applications; and 

•  the criteria and 
methodology used 
to assess car parking 
requirements for small 
business in similar settings.

Progress:
 ✓Trial underway in selected 
inner-city locations of a new, 
more streamlined change-
of-use development 
approval framework for 
commercial and mixed-use 
areas.

 ✓Details for an improved and 
more consistent approach 
for carparking are being 
finalised with intention 
to partner with local 
government for a trial in  
late 2020.

Development 
Assessment Panel 
(DAP) processes are 
more consistent and 
transparent
DAP procedures and 
practice notes will be 
updated to provide 
clear arrangements for 
deferring matters, managing 
additional information 
presented at meetings, 
and exercising flexibility in 
meeting procedures where 
appropriate.

Progress: 
 ✓DAP procedures, practice 
notes and reporting 
templates have been 
updated and are being 
trialled.

 ✓State Government will soon 
consider proposed changes 
to DAP structures, with 
reductions in the number of 
panels likely to commence 
implementation by  
mid-2020.

 ✓Community guides and 
tools to explain how the 
DAP process operates 
and provide guidance for 
applicants and stakeholders 
in development, and will 
be publicly available in the 
coming months.

 
Planning creates 
great places for people

 
Planning is easier to 
understand and navigate

 
Planning systems are 
consistent and efficient


