
The Eastern Goldfields Prospectors Association (EGPA) is a not for profit organisation operated 
by volunteers, representing some 600 members with a mandate to protect, to facilitate and to
further the interests of the small end of the mining industry represented by non-corporate
prospectors, small miners and leaseholders in the Eastern Goldfields region.

From the small end of the mining, we believe that the State should not introduce new policies 
and regulations that will adversely affect the ability for other land users to make a living. Other 
land users contribute to the general economy and help sustain regional economies where most 
aboriginal people needing economic assistance live, where most services that these people 
need are based, and where the employment benefits for local aboriginal people can be 
maximized.

It is of little use if most regional aboriginal people end up being further disadvantaged by these 
programs, shutting down employment and economic benefits and regional communities.
Heritage sites of significance should be recognised and protected, but some estimate of the 
value of these sites in relation to the value to existing aboriginal and regional economies for 
alternative uses should be also recognised. It would be counter-productive for everyone if the
net outcome of protecting low value heritage sites were to increase hardship (economic or 
otherwise) on all, including existing and future Aboriginal communities.



.



In conclusion

This submission raises some of the issues of concern for professional prospectors and small miners, depending as they 
do, on timely access to ground and the regular turnover of tenements needing timely heritage clearance. The concerns 
are focused on reducing the cost and regulatory burden and improving and standardising the heritage protection process. 
Heritage protection is principally designed to both recognise and protect sites of heritage value, and not to be seen as 
providing income streams for individuals in the evaluation process, at the expense of existing small prospecting 



businesses operating in the area. Unlike larger corporate miners, small operators cannot afford expensive and time-
consuming additional regulatory burdens when operating on tight financial budgets and time constraints.

A preferred solution to most heritage issue problems would be a State Government controlled process with a designated 
fully funded government department to take over responsibility for managing and implementing a fair, functional heritage 
system for the State, similar to how the Geological Survey of WA operates within the Mines Department managing many 
mapping and reporting functions.

The existing 1972 Aboriginal Heritage Act has worked reasonably well over the last 46 years.  By this time all significant 
sites should have been identified. Surely the discovery of any significant new sites becomes a case of diminishing 
returns, highlighting the increasing futility of continuing the process. Apart from managing the existing database and 
general housekeeping, does much more really need to be done and is there really much of significance left undone?

The EGPA looks forward to continuing this discussion and progressing towards a streamlined and functional Aboriginal 
Heritage Act that accommodates the concerns and protects the interests of both professional small miners and Aboriginal 
heritage values.
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