
 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972



 

Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972

Is the long title an adequate 
description of what the 
amended Act
should set out to do? 
What do you think are the 
best ways to ensure the 
appropriate people are 
consulted about what 
Aboriginal heritage places 
should be protected, and 
how a proposal may impact 
those places?

To what extent has the 
provision to appoint 
honorary wardens been 
effective and how can it be 
improved?

Are the roles and functions 
assigned under the Act 
sufficiently clear and
comprehensive to fulfil the 
objectives of the legislation 
to preserve Aboriginal 
heritage places and 
objects? 
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Does section 5 adequately 
describe the sorts of places 
or sites that should be 
protected under the 
amended Act? 
Do section 6 and Part VI 
adequately describe the 
sorts of objects that should 
be protected under the 
amended Act?
Is the declaration of a 
Protected Area under the 
Act the best way to deal
with Aboriginal sites of 
outstanding importance?
Should the Act provide for 
the management of 
Aboriginal Ancestral
(Skeletal) Remains? If so, 
what needs to be 
considered?
What sort of activities that 
may affect an Aboriginal site 
should require
consent or authorisation?

What should be the criteria 
against which to evaluate an 
activity that may
affect a site (e.g. a proposal 
to use or develop land)?

Who should provide consent 
or authorisation for 
proposals that will affect 
Aboriginal sites?
To what extent is the current 
section
18 application process 
effective and
how can it be improved?
What provisions could be 
included
in an amended Act to 
ensure the
long-term protection of 
Aboriginal



 

sites where alternative 
statutory
arrangements do not apply?
Are the enforcement 
provisions under the Act 
adequate to protect sites?
Are the current penalties 
under the Act adequate? 

Should a defence continue 
to be provided where the 
disclosure of information 
(section 15) is against 
customary laws/protocols?
Are the criteria for assessing 
the significance of sites 
under section 39 (2) and (3) 
adequate to evaluate 
whether a site should be 
added to the Register? 
What should be the steps to 
report, nominate, assess, 
enter, amend or remove an 
entry from the Register?

 


