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Dear Professor Murray and gentlemen,
Greetings!

| write to you as members of the Ministerial Expert Committee on Electoral Reform.
As I understand it the purpose of the Committee is to modernise the Electoral Act
1907 in relation to the electoral system by which members of the Western

Australian Legislative Council are elected. In making this submission my problem is to
know where to begin. Anyway, as a former teaching academic | am accustomed to
marking students, so | have decided to begin by marking the seven proportional
representation systems in operation for parliaments in Australia today.

Marking Seven PR Systems

For parliamentary elections the best PR method of election in Australia today is the
Tasmanian Hare-Clark system. | call it “the original and the best”, and | give it a high
distinction mark of 85 per cent. The second best is the ACT variant of Hare-Clark to

which | give a distinction mark of 81 per cent.

it will be noticed that the above are both lower house systems, applying to elections
for the Tasmanian House of Assembly and the Legislative Assembly for the Australian
Capital Territory. What about the upper house systems? None of them is excellent.
They range from the good to the passable, to the bad, to the ugly.

The ugly one is the Senate voting system and the bad is the WA Legislative Council
system. Of the other three opinion differs about which is the good, which gets a
decent pass mark, and which gets a bare pass mark. | say the Victorian Legislative
Council system is good because it gives voters an incentive to vote below the line.
Others say the New South Wales Legislative Council system is good because of its
high district magnitude. With 21 elected each time that system yields very high
degrees of proportionality. The quota is only 4.55 per cent. That enables minor
parties like the Animal Justice Party to win seats without the need to game the
system. Consequently, the two Animal Justice Party members of the NSW Legislative
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