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Dear Chair 

ELECTORAL REFORM 

13/04/0008 

WA Electoral Reform - Legislative Council 

Carl Askew, Chief Executive Officer 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide commentary on matters raised in the. 

Electoral Reform Discussion Paper. The Town of Port Hedland (Town) is 

located in the Mining and Pastoral Region under the Legislative Council 

electoral system. 

The Town has reviewed various research papers on electoral reform of the 

Legislative Council and Australian Senate including publications by former 

Parliamentary Fellow and Associate Professor Dr Harry Phillips AM and by the 

Parliament of Australia fellowship program. It is evident that the system of 

Proportional Representation in Western Australia is complex, including the 

notion of electoral equity in the distribution of seats and transfer of votes 

formula. Further, that the electoral system for the Upper House has been 

subject to significant complex analysis of electoral results, Parliamentary 

debate and sequential proposed or actual legislative amendments over 

successive governments. 

The Town does not consider it appropriate to propose amendments to the 

Legislative Council electoral system as this is the responsibility of the 

Parliament as the legislature in consultation with electors (in line with 

principles of voter franchise and democratic participation). In this regard, the 

Town requests that sufficient engagement occurs with electors, including in 

regional and remote centres, to inform the consideration process. 

That said, as a regionally located tier of government, the Town supports 

effective regional representation in the formulation and review of statute and 

public policy. Representation that captures the diverse and complex 
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Should you require further information to support the submission, then 

please contact me on (08) 9158 9313 or email ceo@porthedland.wa.gov.au. 

Yours sincerely 

Carl Askew 

Chief Executive Officer 

7 June 2021 
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