


parties and their preference flows. This process results in exclusions and redistributions that 

significantly change the fortunes of parties and candidates, in many cases a few votes may 

see a candidate excluded, thereby triggering a redistribution that may not only see them 

excluded but also another unrelated candidate excluded depending on where the 

redistributed preferences flow. 

The question therefore is what system to adopt. The SFF argues that if one vote one value is 

to be considered then, for the reasons outlined in the first two paragraphs of this submission, 

the six regions would need to be abolished otherwise it will disadvantage regional 

representation. A whole of state system similar to NSW would be the only fair alternative to 

our current system and allow for all members of the community to be democratically 

represented in the Legislative Council. 

Members of the Legislative Council are not confined to dealing with matters only within their 

electorate or their electorate constituents. This is particularly true where parties may not 

have representation in all six regions and therefore are approached from individuals or groups 

from anywhere in the state that see the MLC or party platform and policies aligning with their 

particular area of interest or matters of concern. Therefore, there is already in practice, a 

potential for whole of state representation. 

As the discussion paper points out NSW abolished its GVT in 2003. Our understanding is that 

the impetus for the change was similar to that in WA where the use of tactical preference 

tickets in the 1999 NSW election saw the Outdoor Recreation Party's Malcolm Jones elected 

to the Legislative Council with a primary vote of 0.19% or 0.042 of a quota. Reference Group 

voting ticket - Wikipedia 

It is critically important that if a NSW type system is adopted that the number of MLCs in the 

Western Australian Legislative Council be increased to 42 members as it is in NSW. The reason 

for this is to lower the percentage of the vote required to achieve a quota. Any change must 

provide for a balance of community representation from small to medium parties and 

independents, so that we don't end up with a two party system, where MPs toe the party 

line, that excludes representation for those that have interests in agriculture, the 

environment, religion, social matters or recreational pursuits etc. 

Should you require any further information we would be pleased to attend in person before 

the committee. 

Rick Mazza 
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