
Mrs Roma Strahan, 
 

8th June 2021.   
 

Mr  Malcolm McCusker AC CVO QC 
Chair 
Ministerial Expert Committee on Electoral Reform. 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the Ministerial Expert Committee on Electoral 
Reform.    
 
Your Committee has been asked  to make recommendations for the distribution of preferences in the 
Legislative Council’s proportional representation system. 
 
The current voting system   for the Council   allows “harvesting” of preferences which returns a result  
not necessarily the  voter’s intent, and as clearly demonstrated at the last Election, returns a Member 
with very few primary votes. 
 
I firmly believe all that has to be done is to change the WA Act to copy the current voting system in 
Federal Government for  the Senate eg:- 
  
Vote  above the line:- fill out boxes 1-6 (or similar number of boxes appropriate to the WA situation) 
 
OR 
 
If the Elector wishes to vote below the line:- It should be optional preferential voting whereby there is 
a stated number of minimum boxes to be filled in,  or  all boxes may be filled in.  This will stop the 
likes of a candidate being elected  with such a small primary vote as happened in the last State 
Election!   Plus I think the Senate vote at the last Election proved to be a more accurate reflection of the 
Voter’s intent. 
 
I am a private citizen and I have lived in Waterford for the last 24 years.  For the previous 53 years I 
lived  in the Central Wheatbelt area of Western Australia.  Many people of my age group have  exited  
the rural and regional areas through lack of services and whilst we enjoy our new lifestyle with all the 
services available to city folks, it is disappointing that one has to leave the place where our hearts are   
if we wish to access the services required as one ages.  The towns and communities of rural and remote 
areas  lack amenities and services, the drift to the city will continue unabated if there is not some 
consideration given to the people who live in these areas.  Should the current electoral system  change 
to further disadvantage people in the regions of the State   it will only further disadvantage the Electors 
and their families. 
 
When people talk of equality, this should translate to equal services to ALL in ALL areas of the State.   
Having spent my working life in the country I can assure you this  does not apply.  Periodically I travel 
back to these areas and sadly all I see is the further erosion of services. Sadly in  most  rural and regional 
towns, the only place which increases in size is the local town cemetery!  Over the years I have travelled 



extensively throughout  the remote areas of Western Australia and the lack of services and amenities in 
many places is disheartening and very sad.  
 
To be equal we all should have access  to the same quality  services available in the Metropolitan area. 
The following are glaring examples  of a failure to deliver  equal services to country people:- 
 
Child care.  Non existent in  many cases and limited in others.  
 
Education. Long distances on school buses, particularly to Secondary Schools. Alternatively  send your 
child to boarding School at the beginning of Year 7. All students rely on the internet which in many 
areas is unreliable and they suffer the same disadvantage as their parents due to the lack of a reliable 
service. University, just forget it unless a family can afford to send their teenager the City.  The are no 
Universities outside of  the City. 
 
Health  and Dental Care.  There  are a band of Doctors, Nurses and other Health Care Givers working 
in country areas doing their utmost to provide care for all. They give their all against all odds.  Generally 
they are overworked and in many cases suffer professional isolation.   The Royal Flying Doctor also 
gives outstanding care and service, however the time lag between the onset of a serious illness or 
accident  to a Specialist Hospital – again in the City, is considerable.   The Flying Doctors Service 
would fail to operate if it wasn’t for the ongoing donors from both the private and mining sector.  So 
many City folks assume the Flying Doctor Service is funded totally by the Government. Not so!   
 
We who live in the City and Suburbs call an ambulance and it arrives in 10/15 minutes and a patient is 
moved to a “state of the art”  hospital in a matter of minutes – not hours!!  A couple of years ago I knew  
a woman who was bitten by a snake about 280kms nth east of Perth – through a series of confusion and 
mishaps she finally arrived in a city hospital about 10 hours later. Fortunately she survived due to the 
high care she received upon her admittance.  The lack of services let her and her family down very 
badly.  There is nothing equal about this!  I could write of many more cases where people’s lives have 
been threatened purely from the isolation. It is not unusual for many people in the north and eastern 
wheatbelt to  have  at least a 100km trip to a Doctor, and in the outer areas their journey is much longer..  
These areas are not remote, they are just rural!! And they are not equal!! 
 
I haven’t even touched on Specialist treatment, or Mental Health issues.  Most women have to be away 
from home for weeks on end when they have their babies, many country Doctors and  Hospitals are 
unable to deliver babies.  No equality here! 
 
Communications.  All businesses rely on the internet to carry out their business.  They must suffer the 
unreliability of both internet and telephone often.  How many times does a person have to find the 
highest point in the landscape to get the phone to work and how many farmers will climb up the 
windmill tower or tractor to make a phone call.  With most business done on line these days, reliable 
Internet is an absolute  necessity to the prosperity of these people.  Again no equality! 
 
Transport. Many local store keepers work very hard to supply their communities with fresh fruit, 
vegetables, meat and bread etc etc.  They always face the tyranny of distance and there is constant 
pressure to regulate their prices, at the same time  return a profit.  Cost of Transport is huge for all 
commodities delivered to  country areas. Then there is the cost of transporting all local production to 
the coast. 
 



There are  many more inequities in living and working in these  country areas.  The people and 
businesses are due for some vote weighting to justify some of these inequities.   The Committee must 
not overlook the fact that it is the Mining, Pastoral and Agricultural areas which generate the wealth of 
Western Australia and Australia.  To penalize them further by reducing their Parliamentary 
Representation will not do anyone any good.  The whole community will suffer.   These areas must be 
supported to maintain the lifestyle of all Western Australians. 
 
Thank you 
 
Roma Strahan, 
. 
 


