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To the committee’s questions: 

Whether to adopt Whole of State or Regionally based electorates.  Although I happen to be a metropolitan 

voter, I am in favour of retaining the current regionally based system.  

a) Advantages and disadvantages.

i. Whole of State is obviously more equal in terms of each person’s voting power, but I don’t think

that’s an overwhelming reason to adopt it.  In a system where regions feel constantly outvoted

there can be tendencies toward separatism.  Witness the U.K. right now.

ii. Therefore, that the regions have relatively more representation in the upper house is a design

feature, not a flaw.   That voting power is unequal is a small price to pay.   The metropolitan

voters will always dominate the Legislative Assembly and hence the origin of most legislation,

but the regions, with their greater powers of review, feel like they still count.   Everybody wins.

iii. There is also a bigger picture to consider.  Regions mirror how things are organised at a federal

level.  If we are arguing for a whole of state electorate for the Legislative Council, then we are

arguing for a whole of Commonwealth electorate for the Senate.  I don’t think Western Australia

should be advancing that line of argument anywhere.

b) Alternative Systems not considered.  I defer to the committee’s experts on this question.

c) Changes to the distribution of preferences?  On election day, I am one of the few people who number

all the boxes below the line.  I do this very specifically to prevent my vote exhausting prematurely or my

preferences being used in ways I did not intend.    I would very much welcome any reform that presents

me with a shorter ballot paper.   I have never seen the need for preference voting for the upper house

so would do away with group ticket voting entirely.

i. I would propose preserving proportional representation but with each person marking a single

box for the party (not candidate) of their choice.  Each party in a region needs to then field 6

candidates.

ii. While this means inevitably that some votes will be exhausted from the start, this number should

be minimised by the fact that you are only going to find serious contenders on the ballot paper.

No one will run unless they have at least some prospect of achieving a quota of votes.

Yours Sincerely 
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