
PROTECTING WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S 
NATIVE FORESTS

The McGowan Labor Government has made the historic decision to protect the State’s 
native forests by 2024, and will invest a record $350 million to expand WA’s softwood timber 
plantations to create and support sustainable WA jobs.

Given the importance of retaining our native forests for their intrinsic value, their role as a carbon sink 
in the fight against climate change, and other commercial uses, Government has decided to end 
logging of our native forests, so they can be preserved for future generations.

END TO LOGGING OF NATIVE FORESTS
Given the ever increasing impacts of climate change, the importance of maintaining 
ecological biodiversity for forest health, and the need for carbon capture and storage 
– in addition to declining timber yields, the Government has taken the decision to end 
logging of South-West native forests from 2024. 

The decision to end logging of native forests in the upcoming Forest Management Plan (FMP) 2024-33 will 
preserve at least an additional 400,000 hectares of karri, jarrah and wandoo forests, meaning nearly 2 million 
hectares of native forests inside the FMP area will now be protected for future generations.  
From 2024, timber taken from our native forests will be limited to forest management activities that improve 
forest health and clearing for approved mining operations.

SOFTWOOD PLANTATION
The 2021-22 State Budget invests a record $350 million over 10 years in new softwood 
plantations across the South-West, which will create and support WA forestry jobs. 
This record investment will provide at least an additional 33,000 hectares of softwood timber 
plantation. Up to 50 million pine trees will be planted, sequestering between 7.9 and 9.5 
million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent.

It will also create about 140 timber industry jobs, protect about 1,980 existing jobs, mostly in the south-west 
timber industry, and support the many thousands of jobs in the state’s construction industry that depend upon 
the reliable supply of softwood timber.

JUST TRANSITION PLAN
The McGowan Government will support workers, businesses and communities in the 
South-West with links to the forestry industry through a $50 million Just Transition Plan. 
A Native Forestry Transition Group will be established, to assist in the development and 
implementation of the Plan, and will be comprised of local industry, union and government 
stakeholders.

THE STATE GOVERNMENT WILL END LOGGING OF 
SOUTH-WEST NATIVE FORESTS FROM 2024

 ■ All two-tier karri forest immediately safeguarded from commercial harvesting
 ■ $350 million will be invested to expand WA’s softwood timber plantations – creating 

and supporting sustainable jobs in the South-West
 ■ $50 million Just Transition Plan to support affected workers and communities



INDUSTRY TRENDS
The native forestry industry in WA represents only 8% of the total forestry sector. 
Since the commencement of the current FMP in 2014, the Forest Product Commission’s 
native harvesting operations have operated at a loss of $2.8 million dollars to the taxpayer.
The investment in our softwood plantations will continue that transition. 

PRODUCT AVAILABILITY
While the decision to end logging of our native forests will have some impact on supply of 
certain products, native timber will still be produced from forest management activities and 
clearing for approved mining operations.
Firewood is expected to still be available, as well as charcoal and timber for furniture and 
artisanal products.  

LONG TERM PROTECTION
All two-tier karri forest immediately safeguarded from commercial harvesting
The Government will investigate options for long term protection, including expanding or 
creating additional national parks and reserve and conservation areas where appropriate over 
areas of our unique South-West forests.

CLIMATE AND YIELD 
Approximately 160 million tonnes of carbon is stored across the native forests managed under 
the FMP. This equates to 600 million tonnes of CO2-e (carbon dioxide equivalent), or roughly 
116 years’ worth of annual emissions for every car in Western Australia.
Since the 1970s, there has been a 20% decrease in winter rainfall in the South-West.

Climate change continues to have an impact on our natural environment through reduced timber yields, 
pressure on biodiversity and the need for carbon sinks.
Declining “yields” of native timber means that larger areas of forest must be cut down in order to fulfil 
contracts. 
‘Business as usual’ logging is not sustainable under the forthcoming Forest Management Plan.
It is estimated that half or even less of the jarrah and karri sawlog currently available for harvesting would be 
available under the next Forest Management Plan if we continue to harvest areas at the same rate. 

Public Consultation on the Value and Use of WA’s Native  
Forests Now and Into the Future Snapshot

Survey prepared by The Western Australian Biodiversity Science Institute on behalf of the WA Government, August 2021

95% OF ALL 
RESPONDENTS  
either agree or 
strongly agree with 
the statement “more 
areas of native forest 
should be protected”

83% OF ALL 
RESPONDENTS  
either disagree or strongly 
disagree with the statement 
“harvesting of native 
forests should continue 
at current levels”

73% OF ALL RESPONDENTS  
either agree or strongly agree with 
the statement “no native forest 
harvesting should occur”95%
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“We need a huge fundamental shift. We need 
to change the short-term thinking and make 
plans for the next 100 years.

Survey respondent


