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Dear Premier 
 
CONTROLLED BORDER ARRANGEMENTS 

 
I am writing to provide updated advice on Western Australia’s (WA) controlled border 
arrangements with Tasmania and Queensland. 

 

Tasmania 
 
On 15 December 2021, Tasmania opened its border to all Australian states and 
territories. Fully vaccinated travellers are not required to quarantine, but are required 
to provide evidence of a negative COVID-19 test in the 72 prior to arrival. Unvaccinated 
travellers require approval to enter Tasmania and are required to quarantine on arrival. 
On 16 December 2021, Tasmania reported a single case of COVID-19 in the 
community. A man in his twenties had arrived in Hobart from New South Wales (NSW) 
on 15 December 2021. After arrival, he was notified by NSW Health that he was a 
close contact of a case in NSW. He presented for testing and received a positive test 
result and was immediately placed in isolation. It is understood that the man had been 
at a hospitality venue in Newcastle on the previous weekend, where there was 
significant transmission of COVID-19. 

 
The man had travelled from Sydney to Hobart on Qantas flight QF1533. Nineteen 
passengers from that flight were identified as close contacts and were contacted by 
the Tasmanian Department of Health for interview, testing and quarantine purposes. 
A family member and a taxi driver were also identified as close contacts. The 
remaining people on the plane were classed as casual contacts and were requested 
to be tested on days three and five. The airport has been defined as a low-risk 
exposure site between 8:30am and 9:00am on 15 December 2021. People who were 
at the airport at that time have been requested to monitor for symptoms and, if they 
develop any symptoms, to get tested. 

 
On 17 December 2021, Tasmania reported two further cases. Both cases travelled 
from Newcastle via Melbourne and are suspected Omicron cases. Virgin Australia 
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flight VA 1328 from Melbourne to Hobart, arriving at 6pm on Tuesday 15 December 
2021, has been listed as an exposure site. Passengers in rows 27 to 31 have been 
identified as close contacts, the remaining passengers are casual contacts. 

 
As there appears to be no link between the case detected on the 16 December and 
those detected today, it is anticipated that these cases are unrelated and have 
occurred because of Tasmania’s changed border policy. On this basis, further cases 
should be anticipated, resulting in an increased risk of transmission from Tasmania to 
WA. Measures should be undertaken to prevent this from occurring prior to WA 
reaching its own 90% vaccination target. 

 
I therefore recommend, as Chief Health Officer, that: 

 Effective from 00:01Hrs on Monday 20 December 2021, Tasmania should 
move from the ‘very low’ to ‘low’ risk category, with travellers entering WA being 
required to self-quarantine for 14 days and be tested immediately (within 48 
hours) and at day 12. 

 Anyone who arrived in WA on or after the 15 December 2021 who has been at 
the Tasmanian exposure sites at the times specified since 15 December 2021 
should be required to self-quarantine for 14 days and be tested immediately 
(within 48 hours) and at day 12. 

 Anyone from the Tasmania who did not visit the venues and has arrived from 
15 December 2021 until 00:01Hrs on 20 December 2021 should be advised to 
get tested if they develop any symptoms that may be related to COVID-19. 

 
Queensland 

 
On 11 December 2021, I recommended that Queensland be moved from the ‘very low’ 
to the ‘low’ risk category, effective from 00:01 Hrs on Monday 13 December 2021. At 
that time, Queensland had reported nine new cases of COVID-19; three cases were 
detected in people in quarantine, having arrived from international and interstate 
locations, and six cases were community cases. The six community cases were known 
to have been active in the community for some time while infectious. It was not known 
if there was a single source case or multiple source cases, though noting the locations 
and activity of the known cases, it was anticipated that multiple source cases would 
be identified and that further cases would be detected. 

 
Since that time, Queensland has continued to experience more community cases of 
COVID-19. On 17 December 2021, Queensland Health reported 20 new cases, 
including 16 that have been active in the community while infectious. Five of the new 
cases are in Brisbane's north, eight in Brisbane's south, one in West Moreton, two on 
the Sunshine Coast, two on the Gold Coast and two in Cairns. Seven people acquired 
the virus interstate, while nine contracted it in Queensland, and the source of infection 
was unknown for four cases. A further four people picked up the virus overseas and 
tested positive while in quarantine. Queensland now has 565 active COVID-19 cases, 
with 42 cases in hospital, though none are requiring intensive care. The state has 
confirmed it has a total of five cases of the highly transmissible Omicron variant. 
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As the number of cases in Queensland continues to increase and they have confirmed 
cases of the Omicron variant, I recommend, as Chief Health Officer, that: 

 Effective from 0001 on 20 December 2021, Queensland should move from the 
‘low’ to the ‘medium’ risk category. This will mean that travellers from 
Queensland are not permitted entry into WA unless they are fully vaccinated, 
and an exemption is granted. 

 All exempt travellers will be required to self-quarantine for 14 days and be 
tested immediately (within 48 hours) and at day 12. 

 As previously required, anyone who arrived in WA on or after the 1 December 
2021 and has been at the Queensland venues at the times specified between 
01 December 2021 and 00:01 Hrs on 13 December 2021 should be required to 
self-quarantine for 14 days and be tested immediately (within 48 hours) and at 
day 12. 

 As previously required, anyone from the Queensland who did not visit the 
exposure sites and has arrived from 01 December 2021 until 00:01 Hrs on 13 
December 2021 should be advised to get tested if they develop any symptoms 
that may be related to COVID-19. 

 
I will continue to monitor the situation in the different jurisdictions and internationally 
and provide further advice when it is appropriate to do so. 

 

 

Dr Andy Robertson 
CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER 

 
17 December 2021 


