
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ACT 2005 (WA) 

Sections 67, 70 ancl 72A 

BEACH ENERGY OCEAN ONYX WORKERS DIRECTIONS 

The World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic on 11 March 2020. 

On 15 March 2020, the Minister for Emergency Services declared a state of emergency with 

effect from 12 am on 16 March 2020 in respect of the pandemic caused by COVID-19 pursuant 

to section 56 of the Emergency Management Act 2005 (WA) (Act). The state of emergency 

applies to the State of Western Australia. 

I, Christopher John Dawson, Commissioner of Police and State Emergency Coordinator, give 

the following direction pursuant to my powers under sections 67, 70 and 72A of the Act. 

PREAMBLE 

1. These directions set out the requirements that apply to relevant workers and are for 

the purpose of preventing the importation of COVID-19 into Western Australia and 

otherwise limiting the spread of COVID-19 into Western Australia. 

CITATION 

2. These directions may be referred to as the Beach Energy Ocean Onyx Workers 

Directions. 

COMMENCEMENT 

3. These directions come into effect at the time of signing. 

DIRECTIONS 

Entry requirements applicable to relevant workers 

4. Despite paragraphs 4A and 4B of the Controlled Border for Western Australia 

Directions, a relevant worker must comply with: 

(a) these directions and not the outbreak directions, unless otherwise specified 

in these directions; and 

(b) paragraph 4 and 5 of the Controlled Border for Western Australia Directions. 

1 



5. A relevant worker may only enter Western Australia pursuant to these directions if the 

relevant worker: 

(a) has been outside Western Australia solely for the purpose of working on the 

rig; and 

(b) complies with the approved green corridor 1·equirements; and 

(c) either: 

(i) has had administered to them a full course of an app1·oved COVID-

19 vaccine and produces accepted proof of vaccination to a 

relevant officer on request; or 

(ii) is vaccine exempt and produces accepted proof of vaccination 

exemption to a relevant officer on request; and 

( d) has been tested for COVID-19 using an approved testing methodology in 

the 72 hours before leaving the rig; and 

( e) has received a negative test result for the test referred to in paragraph 5( d) 

and produces evidence to the satisfaction of a relevant officer of that negative 

test result on request. 

6. A relevant worker may only enter Western Australia by disembarking a charter 

flight at Pe1th airpo1t. 

Quarnntine 1·equirements not applicable to a relevant worker 

7. Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in the outbreak directions, a relevant 

worker is not required to comply with any quarantine requirements. 

Presentation for testing requirements not applicable to a relevant worker 

8. A relevant worker is not required to comply with the Presentation For Testing 

Directions (No 36). 

General requirements applicable to a relevant worker 

9. Despite paragraphs 4A and 4B of the Controlled Border for Western Australia 

Directions, a relevant worker must comply with paragraph 5A of the Controlled 

Border for Western Australia Directions. 
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10. A relevant worker who enters Western Australia pursuant to these directions must also 

comply with any other direction given to them by an authol'ised officer·. 

11. A relevant worker must wear a face mask from the time they leave the rig until they 

are no longer engaged in transport services after affival in Pe11h in accordance with 

paragraph 6 unless one or more of the face covering exceptions apply at that time. 

INTERPRETATION 

12. Unless specified otherwise, any reference in these directions to any other direction 

made by the State Emergency Coordinator is deemed to be a reference to that direction 

as amended or replaced from time to time. 

DEFINITIONS 

13. Accepted proof of vaccination has the same meaning that it has in the Controlled 

Border for Western Australia Directions. 

14. Accepted proof of vaccination exemption has the same meaning that it has in the 

Controlled Border for Western Australia Directions. 

15. Approved COVID-19 vaccine means: 

(a) any vaccine that has been approved by the Therapeutic Goods Administration 

for use in Australia for the purpose of vaccinating persons against 

COVID-I 9; or 

(b) any other vaccine specified by the Chief Health Officer, or any other person 

authorised by the Chief Health Officer for that purpose, as an approved 

COVID-19 vaccine. 

16. Approved green corridor requirements means: 

(a) each relevant worker leaves the rig on a charter flight that travels directly 

from the rig to King Island; and 

(b) upon a11"ival at King Island, each relevant worker disembarks from the charter 

flight and transfers immediately to the Beach Energy King Island Facility 

and remains at the Beach Energy King Island Facility until immediately prior 

to the depai1ure of their chai1er flight from King Island to Perth; and 

( c) each relevant worker leaves King Island on a charter flight that travels 

directly from King Island to Perth. 
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17. Approved testing methodology means testing for COVID-19 via deep nasal and 

throat swab with polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing conducted by a laboratory 

that has National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA) accreditation for that 

test. 

18. Authorised officer has the same meaning that it has in the Act. 

19. Beach Energy means Beach Energy Limited ABN 20 007 617 969. 

20. Beach Energy King Island Facility means the dedicated passenger management 

transfer facility at King Island airport operated by Beach Energy. 

21. Cha1·ter flight means a flight airnnged by Beach Energy to can')' relevant workers 

from: 

(a) the rig to King Island; or 

(b) King Island to Pe11h, 

and that carries only relevant workers and the flight crew of the chaiier flight. 

22. Engaged in fransport services has the same meaning that it has in the Airpmi and 

Transportation (Face Mask) Directions. 

23. Enter has the same meaning that it has in the Controlled Border for Western Australia 

Directions, and enters has a coITesponding meaning. 

24. Face covering exceptions has the same meaning that it has in the Controlled Border 

for Western Australia Directions. 

25. Face mask has the same meaning that it has in the Controlled Border for Western 

Australia Directions. 

26. Full course means: 

(a) in respect of the SPIKEV AX, V AXZEVRIA and COMIRNATY -

BNT162b2 vaccines, two doses of the vaccine administered with an 

appropriate interval between doses; and 

(b) in respect of the COVID-19 Vaccine Janssen, a single dose of that vaccine; 

and 
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( c) in respect of any other approved COVID-19 vaccine, such number of doses 

of that vaccine as specified by the Chief Health Officer or a person authorised 

by the Chief Health Officer for that purpose. 

27. Outbreak directions means the Outbreak Outside of Western Australia Response 

Directions (No 17). 

28. Quarantine requirements has the same meaning that it has in the Controlled Border 

for Western Australia Directions. 

29. Relevant officer has the same meaning that it has in the Controlled Border for 

Western Australia Directions. 

30. Relevant worker means a person engaged or employed by Beach Energy to work on 

the rig. 

31. Rig means the Ocean Onyx offshore drilling rig located in the Otway Basin and 

operated by Beach Energy. 

32. Vaccine exempt means a medical exemption is recorded on the Australian 

Immunisation Register in relation to the relevant worker, and is displayed on the 

relevant worker's Immunisation Histo1y Statement. 

PENALTIES 

It may be an offence not to comply with any of these directions, punishable by imprisonment 

for up to 12 months or a fine of up to $50,000 for an individual or $250,000 for a body 

corporate. 

Christopher John Dawson 
Commissioner of Police and State Emergency Coordinator 

~ \ December 2021 \S~ hours 
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