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EASING OF CONTROLLED BORDER CONTROLS IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Dear Premier 

I write to provide updated advice on amendments to current Western Australia 
(WA) controlled border arrangements, relating to travellers from South Australia (SA) 
and New Zealand (NZ). Advice regarding the situation in New South Wales (NSW) is 
unchanged from that I provided to you on 18 December 2020 and will not be further 
discussed here. 

Background 
The current WA controlled border arrangements are designed to manage the risk from 
COVID-19 outbreaks currently or previously occurring in other Australian jurisdictions and, 
to a lesser extent, from visitors from NZ arriving in WA via other Australian jurisdictions 
under the Commonwealth’s New Zealand travel ‘bubble’ arrangements.  

The ‘Controlled Border for Western Australia Directions’ came into force on 14 November 
2020. The ‘South Australia Outbreak Response Directions’ were introduced on 15 
November 2020 in response to an outbreak of COVID-19 in Adelaide, stemming from a 
quarantine hotel worker. These Directions were replaced by the ‘Controlled Border for 
Western Australia Amendment Directions (No 3)’ on 7 December 2020, which requires 
that all arrivals from SA undertake home quarantine and day 11 testing from 11 December 
2020.  

On 17 December, the Chief Health Officer recommended that the ‘Controlled Border for 
Western Australia Directions’ should be amended on, or after, 22 December 2020, to 
move SA travellers, and New Zealand travellers coming via other Australian jurisdictions, 
from the Low Risk category to the Very Low Risk category, as per Attachment 1. The 
advice regarding SA was based on the absence of community cases reported since 23 
November 2020, meaning that, unless further cases were reported, the 28th day of no 
community transmission would fall on 21 December 2020. In the case of NZ, the milestone 
of no community cases for 28 days was reached on 18 November 2020. 

If SA was to be moved from the Low Risk to the Very Low Risk category, the current 
‘Controlled Borders for Western Australia Directions’ should be amended and applied to 
remove the requirement for home quarantine and day 11 testing travellers from SA. Similar 
amendments should be made for travellers from NZ who have arrived via another 
Australian jurisdiction other than NSW and have spent at least 14 days in New Zealand 
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prior to arrival in Australia. Those arriving from New Zealand directly or through a third 
country across international borders should continue to be managed in the same way as 
other international travellers, unless they arrive on a direct ‘green’ flight, which has been 
agreed by Government and is managed separately by Perth International Airport. 
 
Current situation 
South Australia  
Since the Chief Health Officer’s advice on 17 December, there have been no cases of 
COVID-19 reported SA. With regards to mitigating the risk of importation of COVID-19 into 
the state from the current outbreak area in NSW, the Northern Beaches Local Government 
Area (LGA), travellers from that LGA have been prohibited from entering the state from 
18 December 2020. Anyone who was already in the state who had been in the Northern 
Beaches LGA and a number of additional Greater Sydney Suburbs since 11 December 
2020, were directed into quarantine for 14 days. From 21 December 2020, any person 
who arrives in SA from the Greater Sydney Region will be required to self-quarantine for 
up to 14 days and undertake COVID-19 testing on day 1, 5 and 12. 
 
Potentially infected travellers from NSW will not be able to travel to WA via SA due to the 
‘NSW Outbreak Response Directions (No 3)’, which restricts entry into WA for travellers 
who have been in NSW since 11 December and in the last 14 days unless the person is 
an approved traveller. 
 
New Zealand  
There have been no cases of COVID-19 reported since the Chief Health Officer’s advice 
on 17 December. The travel ‘bubble’ is currently one-way - Australian citizens or 
permanent residents cannot leave Australia to any country, unless provided an exemption. 
There are currently no direct flights from NZ to WA, and no agreement by government to 
set up ‘green’ flights from NZ. 

The ‘NSW Outbreak Response Directions (No 3)’ will prevent NZ travellers who transit 
through NSW in the previous 14 days from travelling to WA unless the person is an 
approved traveller. 
 
Recommendations 
In summary, for the reasons outlined above, I am of the view that the ‘Controlled Border 
for Western Australia Directions’ should be amended to move SA travellers, and New 
Zealand travellers coming via other Australian Jurisdictions, into the Very Low Risk 
category on, or after, 22 December 2020.  

 
Yours sincerely 
    
 
 
 
Paul Armstrong 
ACTING CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER 
 
22 December 2020  
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Attachment 1 

Trigger Points for Reviewing Border Controls  

Risk of 
importation 
from affected 
jurisdiction 
(as at 17 
December) 

Trigger Point for 
Review  

Proposed amendments to 
current conditions 

Recommended 
review date and 
proposed 
action 

High Risk  

Greater than 20 
new community 
cases per day, on 
5-day and 14 day 
rolling average 

1. Hotel quarantine for 
travellers  

2. Exemptions restricted to 
Commonwealth, State 
and specialist functions 
only 

3. Testing at days 2 and 12. 

 

Medium Risk  

5 to 20 new 
community cases 
per day, on 5-day 
and 14 day rolling 
average 

1. Home quarantine for 
travellers  

2. Testing at days 1 and 11. 

3. Exemptions restricted to 
Commonwealth, State 
and specialist functions 
only. 

2 weeks. If risk 
falls to a low risk, 
implement low 
risk conditions 

Low Risk  

Less than 5 new 
community cases 
per day, on 5-day 
and 14 day rolling 
average 

1. Home quarantine for 
travellers. 

2. Testing at day 11. 

3. General exemptions may 
be considered if 
community cases are still 
occurring. 

4-6 weeks. If risk 
falls to a very low 
risk, implement 
very low risk 
conditions 

Very Low Risk  

No community 
cases, from either 
an unknown source 
or where the 
contacts of a case 
were not in 
quarantine, for 28 
days. 

1. No quarantine or testing 
required. 

2. Declaration that visitor 
has been in a very low 
risk jurisdiction for last 14 
days 

3. Health screening.  

4 weeks. If all 
jurisdictions 
meet the very 
low risk criteria, 
implement the 
negligible risk 
conditions 

Negligible 
Risk 

No community 
cases, from either 
an unknown source 
or where the 
contacts of a case 
were not in 
quarantine, for 28 
days in all 
jurisdictions. 

1. Open all interstate 
borders 

 

 

 


