
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ACT 2005 (WA) 

Sections 61, 67 and 72A 

COVID TRANSITION (PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL MEASURES) 
AMENDMENT DIRECTIONS 

The World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic on 11 March 2020. 

On 15 March 2020, the Minister for Emergency Services declared a state of emergency with 

effect from 12 am on 16 March 2020 in respect of the pandemic caused by COVID-19 pursuant 

to section 56 of the Emergency Management Act 2005 (WA) (Act). The state of emergency 

applies to the State of Western Australia. 

I, Christopher John Dawson, Commissioner of Police and State Emergency Coordinator, now 

give the following directions, pursuant to my powers under sections 61, 67 and 72A of the Act. 

PREAMBLE 

1. These directions amend the COVID Transition (Public Health and Social Measures) 

Directions (Primary Directions) and are for the purposes of preventing, controlling 

and abating the risks associated with the emergency presented by the pandemic caused 

by COVID-19. 

CITATION 

2. These directions may be referred to as the COVID Transition (Public Health and 

Social Measures) Amendment Directions. 

COMMENCEMENT 

3. These directions come into effect at the time of signing. 

DIRECTIONS 

4. The Primary Directions are amended by: 

(a) inserting the following note immediately after paragraph 9: 

Gatherings at specified entertainment venues can have the greater of75% of 

fixed seated capacity or the number of persons that can be accommodated 

applying the 2 square metre rule. 
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(b) deleting paragraph 10 and the heading immediately preceding paragraph 10 

and inse1iing in their place the following: 

Maximum numbers of people at homes, outdoor weddings and funerals 

and private gatherings 

10. In the affected area, a person must not hold, conduct, paiiicipate in, 

or attend: 

(a) a gathering of persons at a home: 

(i) if the gathering is inside the home, where the total 

number of persons exceeds 30 (including 

members of the household); or 

(ii) if the gathering is outdoors, where the total 

number of persons exceeds the greater of: 

(A) 30 people (including members of the 

household); or 

(B) the number of people that can be 

accommodated in the outdoor space 

allowing at least 2 square metres of space 

per person present at the gathering up to 

a maximum of 200 people; or 

(iii) if the gathering is both indoors and outdoors, 

where the total number of persons present at the 

gathering exceeds the greater of: 

(A) 30 people (including members of the 

household); or 

(B) the number of people that can be 

accommodated in the outdoor space 

allowing at least 2 square metres of space 

per person present at the gathering up to 

a maximum of 200 people, 
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provided that no more than 30 persons may be 

inside any building or structure at, or forming part 

of, the home at any one time. 

Note: a gathering at a home includes a wedding or wedding 

reception, a birthday celebration or other celebration or a funeral 

or wake that takes place at a home. 

(b) a wedding, wedding reception, funeral or wake of more 

than 200 persons that occurs in an outdoor space that is not 

a high risk venue; or 

Note: weddings, wedding receptions, funerals and wakes 

that are held indoors or at a high risk venue are subject to 

the requirements that apply to the venue at which the 

particular gathering is being held. For example, if a 

wedding is at a high risk venue, the 2sqm rule will apply. 

( c) a private gathering of more than 200 patrons that occurs 

in an outdoor space unless the gathering is: 

(i) solely for a community sporting activity, m 

which case there is no maximum number of 

persons who may be present at the gathering; or 

(ii) at a major stadium, in which case the 

requirements set out in paragraphs 15 to 16 apply 

(in addition to those requirements applying to any 

gathering at a major stadium which is not a private 

gathering). 

( c) deleting paragraph 52 and inse1iing in its place the following paragraph: 

52. Fixed seating means seats which are securely affixed to the floor or 

otherwise fastened together in blocks of not less than 4 seats and 

also includes tiered seating that forms paii of the immovable 

structure of a place, such as the tiers of an amphitheatre or a stadium 

grandstand. 
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( d) deleting paragraph 77 and the note immediately following paragraph 77 and 

inserting in their place the following paragraph and note: 

77. Private gathering means an organised or planned gathering or 

activity for a common recreational purpose, other than a gathering 

at a home, an event or a specified gathering. including a gathering 

for which tickets need to be purchased for the purposes of engaging 

in a shared performance or enteiiaimnent other than an event. 

Example: a party or picnic or jazz in the park is a private gathering. A 

gathering will not be a private gathering where the presence of people at the 

gathering is incidental. For example, where people are at the beach at the 

same time but their presence was not arranged or organised but is incidental. 

(e) inserting the following paragraph immediately following paragraph 86: 

86A. Specified gathering means a gathering of over 200 people that is 

held outdoors and where members of the public gather together for 

the purposes of viewing a performance or other ente1iainrnent other 

than: 

( a) a private gathering; 

(b) an event; 

( c) a gathering at a major stadium; or 

( d) any gathering or class of gathering which the Chief Health 

Officer or a person authorised by the Chief Health Officer 

for the purposes of this paragraph designates not to be a 

specified gathering. 

(f) inserting the following paragraph immediately following paragraph 24 of 

Schedule 1: 

25. a place at which a specified gathering is at the time being held 
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5. For the avoidance of doubt, the Primary Directions continue in effect as in force 

immediately before the commencement of these directions but, from that time, as 

amended by paragraph 4 of these directions. 

Christopher John Dawson 
Commissioner of Police and State Emergency Coordinator 

February 2022 hours 
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