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Western Australia has over 20,000 kilometres of coastline, featuring some of the most iconic and beautiful beaches 
in the world. The coast is one of WA’s most valuable assets and a major contributor to the State’s liveability and 
attractiveness for locals and visitors.  

The WA coast is subject to coastal erosion and the consequences of inundation from storm events, which have 
increased with the global rise in sea levels and population growth along the coast. Erosion is a natural coastal 
process that creates hazards and may threaten coastal assets and/or values. The cause of erosion and its impacts 
varies between locations, influencing possible management solutions. While State Planning Policy 2.6 – State 
Coastal Planning Policy requires new coastal developments to avoid coastal hazards, there are locations where 
existing coastal facilities and assets are vulnerable.

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/publications/state-planning-policy-26-coastal-planning
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/publications/state-planning-policy-26-coastal-planning
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Background
To assist with strategically planning for the effects of coastal 
erosion, the State Government commissioned a study to 
evaluate the scale and extent of coastal erosion in WA: 
Assessment of Coastal Erosion Hotspots in Western Australia 
2019. The study identified 55 hotspot locations where 
coastal erosion is, or is expected to be, a threat to coastal 
values and assets and require management and adaptation 
action within 25 years. Some of the erosion hotspots are 
in close-proximity to State strategic infrastructure, many of 
which have key cultural and social significance to tourism 
and WA’s economy. An additional 31 locations were placed 
on a watch-list for future consideration.

Coastal foreshore reserves are generally vested in local 
governments which are responsible for their care, control 
and maintenance. The WA State Government provides  
support to build local capacity to manage coastal hazards. 
Grants are provided by the Department of Transport 
(Coastal Adaptation and Protection grants) and the Western 
Australian Planning Commission (Coastal Management 
Plan Assistance Program and Coastwest). 

Coastal erosion at Port Beach

CoastWA enhances the State’s existing 
coastal planning and management program, 
providing additional support to implement a 
strategic response to the growing impacts of 
coastal hazards. 

https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine/coastal-erosion-and-stability.asp
https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine/coastal-erosion-and-stability.asp
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Aim
CoastWA supports planning, managing and adapting 
to the impacts of coastal hazards to ensure sustainable 
land use and development on the coast for the  
long-term. 

Objectives
CoastWA:

1. supports coastal managers to evaluate the 
options for coastal management and adaptation 
strategies;

2. provides the means to plan, budget and 
manage the impacts of coastal hazards; and

3. strengthens the State – Local Government 
partnership and ensures expertise is available 
– especially for smaller less-resourced local 
governments.

Budget 
CoastWA is a State Government investment  
of $33.5 million over five years from 2021-26.  

Windbreak fencing at the Floreat dog-beach - Photo courtesy Cambridge Coastcare
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Program elements

1. Grants 	To support local coastal managers to prepare plans such as coastal hazard risk management  
and adaptation plans and undertake projects that deliver priority implementation actions

2. Hotspot 
assessment

	Individual erosion hotspot ground truthing
	Monitoring
	Identification of inundation hotspots

3. Data 
collection

	Wave data collection, studies and reviews
	Basic raw materials study
	Hazard mapping
	Bathymetric sea-bed mapping

4. Community  
engagement

	Community engagement strategy
	Coastal values survey
	Training and education

5. Technical 
expertise

	Program and project management
	Technical expertise to support local  

coastal managers
	CoastWA Local Government Facilitator  

hosted at WALGA
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Implementation
CoastWA will be implemented over five years, overseen by the 
interagency Coastal Management Advisory Group and delivered 
through existing cooperative arrangements between Department of 
Planning, Lands and Heritage, Department of Transport and specific 
grants funding agreements with local governments. 

Mettams Beach - storm erosion after Ex-cyclone Mangga in May 2020 City of Stirling CHRMAP community consultation - Photo by Element



CoastWA  
7

Outputs 
To achieve the program objectives, CoastWA outputs 
include:

 • grants to local coastal managers

 • appointment of a CoastWA Local Government 
Facilitator

 • coastal hazard risk management and adaptation 
planning for all coastal erosion hotspot locations and 
delivery of priority implementation actions

 • a community education strategy to raise awareness 
about coastal processes and coastal hazard risk 
management and adaptation planning

 • inundation hotspot identification and assessment

 • monitoring programs to support adaptive decision 
making

 • a basic raw materials study to determine demand and 
availability of suitable sand supplies for those hotspots 
where protection is recommended for the 0-5 year and 
5-25-year timeframes

 • a study of the socio-economic values of beaches in 
coastal erosion hotspots where protection structures 
are to be considered as a management option given 
the impact of such structures on beaches

 • geotechnical investigations for coastal erosion 
hotspots, starting with those where private, leasehold, 
road/rail and services are susceptible within 25 years

 • wave data collection and sea-bed mapping to better 
understand coastal hazards and coastal responses.

Erosion hazard mapping, Albany
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Contact information 
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage – Vivienne Panizza or Christopher Lukes – coastal@dplh.wa.gov.au

Department of Transport – Fangjun Li – Coastal.Management@transport.wa.gov.au 

CoastWA Local Government Facilitator – Lucy Sheehy – LSheehy@walga.asn.au
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Disclaimer

This document has been produced by the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage on behalf 
of the Western Australian Planning Commission. Any representation, statement, opinion or advice 
expressed or implied in this publication is made in good faith and on the basis that the Government, 
its employees and agents are not liable for any damage or loss whatsoever which may occur as a 
result of action taken or not taken, as the case may be, in respect of any representation, statement, 
opinion or advice referred to herein. Professional advice should be obtained before applying the 
information contained in this document to particular circumstances.

website: www.dplh.wa.gov.au 
email: info@dplh.wa.gov.au

tel: 08 6551 8002 
fax: 08 6551 9001

National Relay Service: 13 36 77

The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage owns all 
photography in this document unless otherwise stated. 

This document is available in alternative formats on application 
to the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage 
Communications Branch.

The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage acknowledges the traditional owners and custodians of this land.  
We pay our respect to Elders past and present, their descendants who are with us today, and those who will follow in their footsteps.

mailto:coastal@dplh.wa.gov.au
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