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Introduction  
The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (Department) are currently consulting on proposed 
changes to the Development Assessment Panel (DAP) system. As part of the consultation, three (3) 
online information sessions were held by the Department from 21 – 23 March 2022, and various 
questions about the proposed changes were asked by participants during these sessions. This 
document provides an overview of these questions asked and provides a response.  

If you have any further questions or require clarification on the proposed changes, please contact 
the Planning Reform team within the Department: 

DPLH Team: Planning Reform 
Email: planningreform@dplh.wa.gov.au 
Phone: 6551 9360 
Reference: DAP reforms 
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Information Session 1 (23 March 2022) 
 

1. What does ‘regional’ significance refer to? 

The Special Matters DAP is proposed to be established to determine projects considered to be of 
State or regional significance, or certain projects within particular precincts of State or regional 
significance. The inclusion of both State and regional significant projects and/or precincts, 
acknowledges that there are a number of projects that may be considered particularly significant 
for a specific region (E.g. Gascoyne region), but not necessarily for the entire State of Western 
Australia. For example, a major infrastructure project in Carnarvon may not be significant to the 
entire State but may be deemed to be significant for the Gascoyne region.  

2. Have you given consideration to the frequency of each DAP meeting and how many items 
could be considered at each meeting? 

The intention is that the arrangement would be similar to a local government Council meeting. A 
regular meeting cycle would be set on an annual basis, with the meetings proceeding if needed, 
or being cancelled if no applications are to be determined.   

Based on initial investigations it is envisioned that a District DAP meeting may be required either 
weekly or fortnightly, however this regularity would be subject to the amount of development 
applications lodged and requiring determination. A similar approach is anticipated for the 
Special Matters DAP meetings, however it is expected that the need for these determination 
meetings would be less than the District DAP based on the expected number of development 
applications.  

3. Is there are process to check that a development meets the $2m threshold? 

There is no specific legislative requirement that nominated development values are assessed for 
accuracy. However, all planning authorities, whether that be local government or State 
Government, do have the ability to request further information or clarification from an applicant 
regarding the accuracy of a nominated development value on an application form including how 
that value has been calculated. Generally speaking, the advice of a quantity surveyor (or person 
with a similar relevant professional background) is best sought regarding the accuracy of the 
nominated value.  

4. Will there be a limit to the number of items at each District DAP meeting? 

Further investigations are required to determine this, and we appreciate any feedback on the 
matter. We anticipate that development application would be listed on an agenda as soon as it is 
ready for determination. The intention is to ensure that the meetings are regular enough to 
ensure that an agenda’s are of a manageable size and are not too extensive. If necessary, the 
determined meeting cycle can be adjusted to accommodate a large number of development 
applications requiring determination, similar to how local government Council’s may hold a 
Special Council Meeting on an as needed basis.  

5. Will there be a requirement for the DAPs to supply reasons for not supporting a 
recommendation contained within a Responsible Authority Report (RAR)?  

Currently the DAPs are required to provide a reason for their decision, and this is proposed to be 
maintained.    



Information Session 2 (24 March 2022) 
 

1. Would ‘public work(s)’ include a private hospital development?  

Under the Planning and Development Act 2005, a ‘public work’ includes the following:  

a) Any public work as defined in the Public Works Act 1902;  
b) Development in any area to which a region planning scheme applies if the development is of 

a class or kind designated as public work under the scheme; 
c) Development in any area to which a local planning scheme applies if the development is of a 

class or kind designated as public work under the scheme; 

A ‘Private Hospital’ is not defined as a ‘public work’ in the Public Works Act 1902 and would 
unlikely be identified in a region or local planning scheme, given the reserved land would 
unlikely be owned or vested in a public authority.  

We would welcome comments on this matter to ensure there are no unintended consequences 
of excluding ‘public work’ from the DAP system.  

2. Will administrative support be available to local governments and community members, to 
ensure consistency in decision making and minutes and resources to support online meetings? 

Yes, all local governments will be supported by the Department who will host all meetings and 
minute take. Clear information and guidance will be provided by the Department for community 
members on how to on access DAP material and make deputations or view meetings.  We are 
conscious that regional areas do not have access to the same quality of internet services as 
metropolitan areas, and all efforts will be made to ensure participation in the regions is not 
limited.   

3. Could Planning Officers at the Department become an appointed specialist member?  

Technically this is possible, however they would need to resign from their position (as a Planning 
Officer at the Department) if they wanted to be employed as a District DAP member. They will 
not be able to be both a Planning Officer and a District DAP member – this will become their full 
time job under a 3 to 5 year contract arrangement. Appointment members would need to have 
the relevant expertise and experience to be a DAP member, and this will be determined with the 
assistance of recommendations from the Department.  

The intent of having full time specialist members is to avoid/minimise conflicts of interest and to 
improve transparency in the decision-making processes.  

4. Are you concerned that you will not attract good quality specialist members, given members 
cannot be employed elsewhere? 

The intention is to ensure that all decision-making is undertaken by relevant experts in the field 
with the necessary experience and knowledge to make good planning decisions. A 
comprehensive recruitment and selection process will be undertaken for the specialist members 
positions. It is envisioned that these positions will be attractive to suitable senior planning 
professionals, and/or who are passionate about good planning outcomes and decision making.    



If there are not sufficient suitable applicants in an initial selection process for special members, 
then there is the potential option to have a transition process where some existing special 
members on the current DAP pool or register are utilised for an interim period.   

5. Can the fee for attendance of the local government member to the District DAP be the same as 
for a specialist member, given all members a deliberating and making decisions on the same 
agenda? 

The difference in fees responds to the fact that the Specialist Member/s will deal with more than 
one development application at a meeting. The proposed arrangement is that a regular meeting 
for each District DAP will be held, and various development applications in a range of local 
government areas, will be determined at this meeting. The Local Government DAP members will 
only be required to sit in the meeting for the development applications within their area and will 
not be required to sit for the same timeframe as the Specialist Members. The difference in fees 
responds to this consideration.  

6. Could proposed Regulation 17B(5) be amended to prescribe the timeframe to which local 
governments can make submissions on the Special Matters DAP application? 

This can be investigated, and we welcome any suggestions from local governments in respect to 
an appropriate timeframe to make a submission on a Special Matters DAP application. 

7. Could proposed Regulation 13(2) also be amended to require a minimum timeframe in which 
the Presiding Member may request the responsible authority provide additional services such 
as technical advice and information?  

As above, this can be investigated, and we welcome any timeframe suggestions from local 
governments.  

8. With reference to the ‘precinct’ criteria for the Special Matters DAP, do you need to achieve 
both the minimum number of dwellings and commercial floorspace?  

To achieve this criteria, the site subject to the development application must be within the 
boundaries of one of the nominated precincts, and the proposal must achieve either of the 
criteria relating to multiple dwellings or non-residential net lettable area (NLA). For example, if 
the proposal is on a site within Cockburn Central and is for 23 multiple dwellings solely, this 
would be achieving the criteria. An application does not need to mixed-use and could be solely 
residential or commercial (subject to achieving the minimum number of dwellings or net 
leasable area).  

9. Would the Special Matters DAP ultimately assume the role of the Western Australian Planning 
Commission (WAPC) in Improvement Scheme areas?  

No, development applications within Improvement Schemes are excluded from the DAP system.  

10. The Department of Health recently advised local government that they wouldn’t give weight 
to Food Act review submissions unless they were endorsed by Council – will the same apply 
for this consolation?  

If we receive local government submissions or comments that have not been endorsed or 
adopted by the relevant Council, we would treat these as officer’s comments or submissions.  

  



Information Session 3 (25 March 2022) 
 

1. Matters of State significance - what does this include and does it include environmental 
issues?  

The Special Matters DAP criteria is twofold – one relates to projects of State or regional 
significance, and the other relates to projects within particular precincts of State or regional 
significance. Further details on the proposed projects and precincts to be considered can be 
found on the Department’s website – refer to the document titled Summary of the Special 
Matters DAP (Table 1 and 2 specifically).  

To achieve the ‘project criteria’ (refer to Table 1 in the Summary of the Special Matters DAP 
document), both proposal needs to be a project listed and achieve the value threshold.  

To achieve the ‘precinct criteria’ (refer to Table 2 in the Summary of the Special Matters DAP 
document)  

2. With reference to the ‘precinct’ criteria for the Special Matters DAP, do you need to 
achieve both the minimum number of dwellings and commercial floorspace?  

Refer to the answer provided in Question 8 from Information Session 2.  

3. Will any fees for referral go to local government?  

Currently no fees are proposed to go to local government in the DAP Regulations. We would 
welcome submissions or comments on this matter.  

4. Will the Ministerial Order for the criteria of the special matters DAP (initial and/or later 
amendments) be advertised prior to final issue? 

Yes, it is intended that Ministerial Order/s will be advertised prior to finalisation. The general 
process associated with gazetting a Ministerial Order is outlined below for information –  

• The Department prepares a draft Ministerial Order/s. This is undertaken by Planning 
and Legal Officers.  

• The Department sends to the Ministers Office. 
• The Minister advises if any changes are required, and these changes are then 

undertaken.  
• The Ministerial Order is then published in the Government Gazette and on the 

Department’s website. 

While there is no formal requirement to consult on Ministerial Orders. it is intended that any 
future changes to the criteria within the Ministerial Order (relating to the Special Matters 
DAP precincts and projects) will be subject to consultation.  

5. Is local government able to obtain any specialist advice and provide this back to the DAP 
or the applicant?  

For District DAP applications, it is proposed that the local government will have the 
responsibility for preparing on the Responsible Authority Report (RAR) and making a 
recommendation to the relevant District DAP. This is the current process for DAP 
applications, and this is proposed to be maintained. The local governments have the ability 

https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2022-03/20220309-Summary-Special-Matters-DAP.pdf
https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2022-03/20220309-Summary-Special-Matters-DAP.pdf


to obtain technical advice and pass this onto the DAP as part of the RAR, and to the 
applicant.   

For Special Matters DAP applications, the Department will have the responsibility of 
preparing a RAR. The local government will effectively be a referral agency for these 
applications, and will have 60 days to provide any comment to the Department. All 
information submitted by an applicant as part of a development application, including 
technical reports, will be passed on to the local government.  

The local government comments can relate to any planning matters that is considered 
appropriate and relevant by the local government, and this can include any technical advice 
sought.  

The Department will also have the ability to seek relevant technical advice as needed as well, 
either from in-house expertise or external consultants. Similar to how the DAP system 
currently functions, the Department has the ability to pass advice onto the applicant and 
request a response or the submission of further information to address issues or deficiencies 
raised through assessment and consultation.  

6. Has there been any consideration of allowing extractive industry applications to go to 
DAPs, probably District rather than Special Matters? 

No, consideration has not been given to the inclusion of extractive industry applications, 
however, we would welcome comments in regard to this matter.  

7. Is there the potential to include local governments as spectators for pre-lodgement design 
review undertaken as per the Part 17 of the Planning and Development Act (PD Act) 
process?  

The advice local government provides at a technical level through the State design review 
process undertaken by the State Design Review Panel (SDRP) is important and greatly 
appreciated. It is anticipated that this process will not change. The process and the role of 
the SDRP in the process of development assessment will be formally clarified to make it clear 
what the expectations are for applicants and local governments will be undertaken, through 
the Office of the Government Architect.  

8. In the list of people on the SMDAP, can you please make sure the planner is listed above 
the architect? 

Noted. A submission can be made on the list order of the Special maters DAP members in 
proposed Regulation 36.    

9. Please confirm that the Special Matters DAP will not have the power to disregard Scheme 
provisions (e.g. prohibited land uses) as per Part 17 of the PD Act.  

The Special Matters DAP will operate within the existing planning framework. The Special 
Matters DAP will not have the power to operate outside of the planning framework, unlike 
the WAPC through Part 17 of the PD Act. The Special Matters DAP will have the ability to 
exercise discretion when making a decision.  
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