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Dear Premier 

VACCINATION AND QUARANTINE REQUIREMENTS FOR INTERNATIONAL 
TRAVELLERS 

On 21 April 2022, I provided advice regarding the ongoing need for Public Health and Social 
Measures (PHSMs) and the current Testing, Tracing, Isolation and Quarantine (TTIQ) 
settings to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in Western Australia (WA), given WA had high 
levels of community transmission.  At that time, I recommended a further reduction in PHSMs 
and TTIQ settings, including a reduction in mask mandates and a change to the management 
of close contacts.  I also advised that proof of vaccination for venues was no longer required. 
In my advice, I recommended that, given the very high vaccination rate in WA, the vaccination 
requirement for domestic travellers was no longer necessary. I noted that NSW and Victoria 
had just announced that the requirement for unvaccinated Australian travellers to quarantine 
would be removed and other jurisdictions were expected to follow. I further recommended 
that the vaccination requirement for international travellers entering WA should be reviewed 
in 4 weeks after their implementation in other jurisdictions.  

Since my advice of 21 April 2022, WA has continued to experience a very high caseload 
setting. In my advice, I noted that the relaxation of PHSMs and change to the TTIQ settings 
may lead to a short to medium term increase in cases and hospitalisations, with the potential 
for further peaks in cases. This has occurred, and I am monitoring the situation, which, at this 
stage, is in keeping with an expected rise in cases. Although there has been a rise in 
hospitalisations, this is not overwhelming the health system.  Of note, nearly all cases in WA 
are locally acquired, with an estimated <2% being from interstate and <0.5% from overseas. 
There is no evidence that the increase in international and domestic travel to WA is 
contributing significantly to the increase in COVID-19 cases.   

WA currently requires international travellers, including international maritime arrivals, who 
are not fully vaccinated (two doses) to quarantine for 7 days in a State Health Incident 
Coordination Centre (SHICC) managed quarantine service, otherwise known as a ‘SHICC 
Hotel’. The Australian Government still requires non-Australian citizens and residents to be 
fully vaccinated (2 doses) to enter Australia. WA is the only jurisdiction in Australia that 
continues to have this requirement for unvaccinated international travellers, who are primarily 
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unvaccinated returning Australian citizens or residents, or maritime crew transiting out of 
Australia. All other Australian jurisdictions have now ceased the requirement.   
 
Unvaccinated international travellers represent a negligible risk of transmission of COVID-19 
to the WA community, despite the removal of pre-departure testing on 17 April 2022.  In the 
past month, from 14 April to 11 May 2022, there has been a total of 318 unvaccinated 
travellers required to enter a SHICC Hotel for quarantine; of these, 5 have become positive 
for COVID-19. In the month prior, from 16 March to 13 April 2022, the SHICC Hotels had 3 
positive cases, from 387 unvaccinated international travellers.  These cases represent a 
negligible proportion of cases, with over 430,000 positive cases in WA during the period, and, 
with current daily local caseloads of over 16,000 cases per day, any positive travellers in this 
group will not contribute significantly to the risk of disease propagation in WA.   
 
The WA community has recently achieved a second dose vaccination rate of 93.4% (over 5 
years) and a third (booster) dose rate of 80.5% (over 16 years), which places WA in an 
excellent position to manage the current Omicron BA.2 outbreak.  Vaccination continues to 
represent the best defence for individuals from the effects of severe COVID infection, as well 
as protecting the WA community by reducing the burden on the health system. While 
vaccination is strongly recommended for all travellers, to protect them as individuals, the need 
to quarantine unvaccinated travellers is no longer proportionate to the risk they present to the 
community.   
 
WA Health continues to review its SHICC hotel quarantine requirements, and has recently 
reduced the number of hotels required from six to three hotels, with plans to transition from 
the remaining hotels over the next 4 months. Further decreasing the number of travellers 
requiring quarantine will enable further reduction of security and health support requirements 
to the remaining hotels, while maintaining surge capacity if required.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Based on my review of the current outbreak, the control measures in place and the risk posed 
by international travellers, it is my recommendation, as Chief Health Officer, that WA removes 
the mandate to quarantine unvaccinated international travellers, including maritime arrivals, 
by 01 June 2022. 
 
I will continue to monitor the situation and provide further public health advice as required. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
Dr Andrew Robertson 
CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER 
 
12 May 2022 


