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Applying 
1. Where can I find all the grant 

documentation? 

All documents relevant to this grant scheme are 
published on the Defence Science Centre grant 
programs webpage, including: 
 
- Guideance for applicants 

- Suggested project topics list 

- Application form 

- Frequently Asked Questions 

2. How do I apply?  

The Guidelines for Applicants document outlines 
the application process, eligibility, selection 
criteria, funding scheme, closure date and how to 
seek further assistance from each university. 

3. Can I propose my own project?  

Yes, however the proposed project must be 
aligned to the themes of the DSTG Next 
Generation Technologies Fund, or relatable to 
maritime maintenance and sustainment. 

4. Can I amend my proposal after 
submission?  

You may edit your submission by sending an 
updated version through the same application 
process. Amendments will only be accepted up to 
11:59 pm Sunday 23rd October 2022. 

Eligibility 
5. I’m a student. Can I apply?  

Not directly. Whilst students are highly 
encouraged to consider how their future studies 

could be funded under this scheme, all 
applications must be made by a university staff 
supervisor. 

6. Are part-time projects eligible?  

Yes. 

7. I’ve previously applied / received 
a DSC grant. Am I still eligible? 

Yes. Your application will only be assessed in 
accordance with the Selection Criteria as detailed 
in the Guideance for Applicants, and not if you 
have/have not received a grant in the past. 

8. I live in WA but work / study for 
an interstate, online, or overseas 
research organisation. Can I 
apply?  

No. To apply, the supervisor/applicant and the 
student must be from a DSC partner university 
(Curtin, ECU, Murdoch or UWA). 

9. Are pre-existing projects which 
have already commenced still 
applicable for a RHDSG?  

The intent of the RHDSG is to encourage and 
grow new projects with relevance to national 
security. However under some circumstances, 
pre-existing projects may still be eligible if they 
have commenced within three months at the time 
of application. 
 
In the case of existing projects which have 
commenced outside this three month timeframe 
(such as PhDs, Masters by Research, etc), the 
application must be for an additional aspect of 
their existing project. For instance, a PhD 
candidate could apply for RHDSG with a proposal 
to write additional chapters to their thesis 
addressing how their research may have defence 
relevance/application. The Grant Agreement will 
consider the new chapter(s) as the ‘project’, rather 
than the existing PhD topic. 

https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-jobs-tourism-science-and-innovation/defence-science-centre-grants-programs
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-jobs-tourism-science-and-innovation/defence-science-centre-grants-programs
https://www.dst.defence.gov.au/NextGenTechFund
https://www.dst.defence.gov.au/NextGenTechFund
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10. Can multiple applications be 
made to address the same 
program of work? Such as 
multiple Masters or PhD projects 
contributing to one over-arching 
Program? 

Yes, however the Supervisor will need to submit 
separate applications for each prospective 
student. 
 
To ensure the application is correctly assessed, 
each application will need to define each students’ 
contribution (their separate ‘Projects’ which 
together form the one Program) and articulate the 
nuances of each Project within the three selection 
criteria.  Each application will be assessed 
indepentantly.  

Security 
11. Does the applicant or proposed 

student require a security 
clearance or AS4811 Personal 
Screening? 

A personal security clearance is not required 
when applying for the RHDSG, unless: 
 
(a) the applicants’ university has an internal policy 
regarding personnel checks whilst applying for 
national security-related projects; or 
 
(b) if applying for a topic within the ‘suggested-
projects’ list, and the project sponsor has 
indicated this in the constraints column. 
 
If your application is successful, the Grant 
Recipient in consultation with the university’s 
Defence Industry Security Program Security 
Officer, must indicate in the Project Protocol how 
they intend to reasonably protect the proposed 
research, which may include (examples only): 
 

 AS4811 screening of all research 

personal; 

 personal AGSVA security clearance to the 

required protection level; 

 use of certified research ICT system. 

Additional Resources: 

 Defence Security Guide to Assessing and 

Protecting Official Information (PDF 

2.01MB)  

 Quick Reference Guide to Assessing 

Official Information (PDF 101KB)  

 

https://www1.defence.gov.au/security/industry
https://ext.defence.gov.au/sites/default/files/media/Assessing_Info.pdf
https://ext.defence.gov.au/sites/default/files/media/Assessing_Info.pdf
https://ext.defence.gov.au/sites/default/files/media/quick-reference-guide-to-assess-official-information-web-version.pdf
https://ext.defence.gov.au/sites/default/files/media/quick-reference-guide-to-assess-official-information-web-version.pdf

