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About this Report

The Department has committed to regularly publishing a wide range of statistics relating to the operation of its 
various business areas.

The purpose of this report is to provide information about the work carried out by the State Administrative Tribunal.  
A number of different statistics have been included that illustrate different aspects of the criminal court process. 
Care must be taken in interpreting these statistics. It is NOT possible to compare one indicator with another as the 
methods of counting are not aligned.  

Matters within the Tribunal are grouped into four general areas by Act and are heard and determined by members 
of the Tribunal with expertise in the various fields.  Tribunal members are assisted by sessional (part time) members 
as necessary with specialist expertise in the relevant fields within each matter. Matters are further grouped into 
'lists' based on the specific legislation under which the application has been made.

Separate counting rules that best illustrate the work of the tribunal are utilised for each statistic.  Please read the 
counting rules on each page to help interpret the data.

Requests for additional data:
The Department regularly receives requests from media outlets for customised statistics. All requests for customised 
figures are considered on a case by case basis. The Department will generally supply such information only where 
the:

· information is stored in a way that it is easily retrievable; and
· amount of work required to compile and supply customised information is reasonable.



Matter Lodgments
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2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 % Change 1 Year % Change 5 Year

Commercial and Civil 2,330 1,919 1,873 2,124 2,050 -3.5% -12.0%

Development/Resource 505 402 423 399 433 8.5% -14.3%

Human Rights 4,592 4,793 5,205 5,565 5,401 -2.9% 17.6%

SAT Act Matters 1 3 2 6 n/a n/a

Vocational 215 230 230 249 206 -17.3% -4.2%

Total 7,643 7,344 7,734 8,339 8,096 -2.9% 5.9%

Counting Rules:

(a) These are the number of matters lodged in the State Administrative Tribunal, broken down by matter type.

(b) The unit of measure is the number of new matters commenced in the Tribunal during the reporting period.

(c) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.
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Commercial and Civil Matter Lodgments
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Building and Construction 603 373 210 304 302 -0.7% -49.9%

Commercial 84 51 50 54 47 -13.0% -44.0%

Commercial Lease Amendments 1,278 1,157 1,331 1,462 1,410 -3.6% 10.3%

Domestic Animals 21 20 26 26 29 11.5% 38.1%

Firearms 75 57 24 17 5 n/a n/a

Health and Safety 13 12 6 8 6 n/a n/a

Licences 40 46 36 23 27 17.4% -32.5%

Residential Parks and Retirement Villages 34 35 38 28 40 42.9% 17.6%

Strata Titles 137 140 130 165 166 0.6% 21.2%

Taxation 45 28 22 37 18 -51.4% -60.0%

Total 2,330 1,919 1,873 2,124 2,050 -3.5% -12.0%

Counting Rules:

(a) These are the number of Commercial and Civil matters lodged in the State Administrative Tribunal, broken down by list type.

(b) The unit of measure is the number of new matters commenced in the Tribunal during the reporting period.

(c) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.

Report on Matters in the State Administrative Tribunal of Western Australia   2011/12 to 2015/16 Page  2



Development/Resource Matter Lodgments
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2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 % Change 1 Year % Change 5 Year

Agriculture and Fisheries 6 9 2 7 10 n/a n/a

Planning and Development 439 373 402 367 406 10.6% -7.5%

Valuation and Compensation 60 20 19 25 17 -32.0% -71.7%

Total 505 402 423 399 433 8.5% -14.3%

Counting Rules:

(a) These are the number of Development and Resource matters lodged in the State Administrative Tribunal, broken down by list type.

(b) The unit of measure is the number of new matters commenced in the Tribunal during the reporting period.

(c) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.
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Human Rights Matter Lodgments
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Guardianship and Administration 4,513 4,720 5,141 5,505 5,350 -2.8% 18.5%

Human Rights 79 73 64 60 51 -15.0% -35.4%

Total 4,592 4,793 5,205 5,565 5,401 -2.9% 17.6%

Counting Rules:

(a) These are the number of Human Rights matters lodged in the State Administrative Tribunal, broken down by list type.

(b) The unit of measure is the number of new matters commenced in the Tribunal during the reporting period.

(c) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.
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Vocational Regulation Matter Lodgments
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Vocational Regulation 215 230 230 249 206 -17.3% -4.2%

Total 215 230 230 249 206 -17.3% -4.2%

Counting Rules:

(a) These are the number of Vocational Regulation matters lodged in the State Administrative Tribunal, broken down by list type.

(b) The unit of measure is the number of new matters commenced in the Tribunal during the reporting period.

(c) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.
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Matter Finalisations
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Commercial and Civil 2,186 1,991 1,865 2,053 1,968 -4.1% -10.6%

Development/Resource 532 411 427 413 449 8.7% -20.1%

Human Rights 4,406 4,929 5,032 5,441 5,715 5.0% 24.1%

SAT Act Matters 1 2 3 5 n/a 133.3%

Vocational 245 230 230 266 209 -21.4% -13.5%

Total 7,370 7,561 7,556 8,176 8,346 2.1% 11.9%

Counting Rules:

(a) These are the number of matters completed in the State Administrative Tribunal, broken down by matter type.

(b) The unit of measure is the number of matters that have been completed by the Tribunal during the reporting period.

(c) Only the initial finalisation of the matter is counted here.  Matters that have been previously finalised, reactivated and then refinalised are ignored.

(d) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.
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Documents Lodged
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Commercial and Civil 8,165 7,520 5,788 7,655 8,144 6.4% -0.3%

Development/Resource 5,857 4,125 4,295 4,584 5,083 10.9% -13.2%

Human Rights 15,018 16,846 18,802 21,012 21,033 0.1% 40.1%

SAT Act Matters 2 3 2 8 n/a n/a

Vocational 2,271 1,675 1,683 1,766 1,437 -18.6% -36.7%

Total 31,313 30,166 30,571 35,019 35,705 2.0% 14.0%

Counting Rules:

(a) These are the number of documents lodged in the State Administrative Tribunal, broken down by matter type.

(b) If 'n/a' is present in the % Change column, the values of the columns in the table being compared are less than or equal to 10. It is not appropriate 
to make statistical comparisons for variables with values this low.
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Appendix--Definitions

The following are definitions of matter and list types that are used within the State Administrative Tribunal.

Matter Types

Matters lodged within the State Administrative Tribunal are classified by matter type.  The following definitions specify the differences between 
the matter types used.

Commercial and Civil

Deals with building and construction disputes, commercial tenancy reviews, 
domestic animals disputes, firearm licensing reviews, residential parks and 
retirement villages disputes, strata title disputes, and state taxation decisions.

Development and Resources

Reviews decisions in respect of agriculture and fisheries, planning and 
development, and valuation and compensation.

Human Rights

Makes decisions that affect some of the most vulnerable people in our 
community in relation to guardianship, administration and discrimination, and 
reviews decisions of the Mental Health Review Board and the Equal 
Opportunity Commission.

SAT Act

Review administrative decisions made by the Executive Officer of the State 
Administrative Tribunal, as well as hear applications for costs.

Vocational Regulation

Hears complaints concerning occupational misconduct and reviews decisions 
concerning licensing.

List Types

Within each matter type, matters lodged within the State Administrative Tribunal are also classified by list type. The following definitions specify 
the differences between the list types used.

Agriculture and Fisheries

Review of decisions related to biosecurity, fish resources management, rights 
in water, soil and land conservation.

Building and Construction

Matters related to the registration and regulation of building service providers, 
as well as applications under the  Building Act 2011 relating to permits for 
building and demolition work, and standards for construction and demolition.

Commercial 

Applications under the Commercial Tenancy (Retail Shops) Agreements Act 
1985. Some of these matters can come straight to the State Administrative 
Tribunal, while others require a certificate from the Commissioner of the 
Small Business Development Corporation. Review of decisions related to 
construction contracts, first home owners grants, State Superannuation Act 
2000, and Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Resources Act 1967.

Commercial Lease Amendments

Review of amendments to clauses within a retails shop lease agreement.

Domestic Animals

Applications under the Dog Act 1976 and the Cat Act 2011 relating to the 
control, ownership and registration of dogs and cats.

Firearms

Matters relating to the control and regulation of firearms.

Guardianship and Administration 

Matters regarding orders for the appointment of guardians and administrators 
for people with what may gernally be termed a decision-making disability, 
reviews of previous orders and applications for intervention into Enduring 
Powers of Attorney (EPA) and other applications in respect of EPAs.

Health and Safety

Review of decicions under the  Food Act 2008 in relation to food handling and 
the Health Act 1911 in relation to public health.

Human Rights

Reviews decisions made under the Children and Community Services Act 2004 
in relation to the protection and care of children, decisions under the Gender 
Reassignment Act 2000 and decisions of the Mental Health Review Board 
under the Mental Health Act 1996. Reviews complaints to the Equal 
Opportunity Commissioner.

Licences

Reviews of decisions in relations to licenses under the various road traffic, taxi 
and transport co-ordination acts.

Planning and Development

Reviews of decisions related to land use planning and development, as well as 
planning matters which are appealed within the Tribunal which is possible 
when the initial application was not heard by a member of the judiciary, and 
Planning applications which the Minister directs should be referred for a 
ministerial decision under section 246 of the Planning and Development Act 
2005.

Residential Parks and Retirement Villages

Matters related to the regulation of retirement villages and the rights of 
residents in such villages, as well as matters related to the relationship 
between the operators of residential parks and tenants who live in such parks 
for extended periods.

SAT Act Matters

Applications in relation to costs, acceptance or otherwise of applications and 
for corrections to decisions or statement of reasons.

Strata Titles

A large range of applications made under the Strata Titles Act 1985.

Taxation

Matters under acts regulating administration and enforcement by the 
Commissioner of State Revenue and objections relating to local government 
rates.

Valuation and Compensation 

Applications under the Land Administration Act 1997 for compensation for 
land compulsorily acquired by the Western Australian Government. Reviews 
of Valuer-General decisions under the Land Valuation Act 1978.

Vocational Regulation

Matters related to the regulation of various occupations in Western Australia. 
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