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Introduction 
 
Blair Fox operates the Beros Rd Wind Farm and associated power distribution network in Beros Road, Warradarge 
on behalf of Indian Ocean Farms Pty Ltd. The primary purpose of the wind farm is to supply electricity to its almond 
growing operations.  
 
The almond growing operation is located across two properties: Beros Rd, Warradarge and Chatfield Clarke Rd, 
Eneabba. Electricity is supplied to the Chatfield Clarke site by an overhead 33kV interconnector. 
 
Secondary purposes of the wind farm and distribution network are the supply of electricity to a tenant on the Beros 
Rd property (a large use customer >160MWh) and export of remaining electricity from the wind farm to the SWIS 
(South-West Interconnected System). 
 
A class based licence exemption applies for the generation works under the Electricity Industry Exemption Order 
2005 for generation works below 100MW.  
 

Rationale and Request for Exemption 
 
Blair Fox are seeking a permanent exemption under Section 8of the Electricity Industry Act 2004 (“The Act”)from 
the requirement to hold a Distribution Licence as defined in Section 4 (1) (c) and required under Section 7 (3) of 
The Act. 
 
This exemption application is requested because of the supply of electricity generated on the Beros Road site to an 
unrelated Large Use Customer who is located on the generation site. This falls outside of the provisions of the 
general exemption granted under section 7 (5) of The Act, in that the tenant has no legal relationship with the 
operator of the generator beyond the property lease and power supply agreement. 
 
Further, Blair Fox has received general advice from EPWA that indicates that the class exemption under Section 4 A 
(1) of the Electricity Industry Exemption Order 2005 is not available to us as power generated at the Beros Road 
site has both: 
 
i. a connection that traverses third party properties to a remote site, and,  
ii. is being supplied to an unrelated large use customer on the site. 

 
  



  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Purpose of the Application 
 

Power Supply and Distribution 
 
The Beros Rd Wind Farm consists of 19 Enercon E40 wind turbine generators generating at 415V which is stepped 
up to 33kV to enter the local distribution network. The site is connected to the ENB602 feeder from Eneabba zone 
substation which is adjacent to the Beros Rd property. The site has a DSOC (Declared Sent Out Capacity) of 
9.252MW, a CMD (Contract Maximum Demand) of 5MW and is a participant in the Western Power Generator 
Interim Access (GIA) program. The wind farm will receive a setpoint from Western Power / AEMO when the 
transmission network is constrained, and the power park controller will adjust the wind farm output to supply the 
embedded loads and comply with the setpoint for export.  
 
The majority of the distribution network on Beros Rd was existing when Indian Ocean Farms acquired the property 
in late 2015. Augmentations to the distribution network to accommodate the wind farm and additional loads were 
constructed between 2016 and 2020.  
 
In 2016 the interconnector between the Beros Rd and Chatfield Clarke properties, as well as the internal 
distribution network on the Chatfield Clarke property was constructed. Approvals for access to Shire Road reserve, 
easements across third-party properties, clearing and authority to cross the Dampier-Bunbury Natural Gas Pipeline 
and the Western Power transmission network has been obtained. 
 
The distribution network is 33kV, with transformers at the load centres to step down to 440V.  
 
Refer to Appendix 1 for the Single Line Diagram  
 
 

Power Consumption on Beros Rd  
 
Indian Ocean Farms consume power on Beros Rd to supply irrigation (bore and dam pumps), sheds and site offices. 
There is a tenant leasing part of the Beros Rd property who is consuming electricity from the distribution network. 
This customer is consuming more than 160,000kWh per year and billing and account management is provided by 
the Blair Fox group through Electricity Retail Licence ERL17.  
 
 

Power Consumption on Chatfield Clark  
 
Indian Ocean Farms consume power on the Chatfield Clarke property to supply irrigation (bore and dam pumps), 
sheds, accommodation, and offices.  
 
 
 

Small Use Customers and Third-Party Access  
 
There are no small use customers connected to the distribution network and there is no intention to supply small 
use customers in the future.  
 



  
 

 
 
 

 

Western Power Technical Compliance 
 
The Beros Rd Wind Farm and distribution network is connected to the SWIS at the Customer Main Switch (CMS) 
located at the South-Western boundary of the property. The wind farm is embedded with the loads and connected 
“behind the meter”.  
 
An Electricity Transfer Access Contract (ETAC) and Network Control Services (NCS) agreement have been obtained. 
The site is a participant in the GIA. Technical Schedules have been approved and Technical Rules exemptions 
granted or under review for any non-compliances. The wind farm is currently under a temporary approval to 
operate, with permanent approval expected in the first quarter of this year.  
 
HV submissions have been lodged and approved by Western Power for the construction of the distribution 
network. AEMO Technical Compliance  
 
Beros Road Wind Farm is registered generator in the Wholesale Electricity Market (WEM) and a participant in the 
Capacity Market.  
 
 

Public Interest Assessment 
 
This submission addresses the public interest criteria defined in section 8(5) of The Act to be considered when 
determining if the exemption would not be contrary to the public interest, as follows. 

 

Environmental Considerations 
 
Blair Fox does not view this application as having any additional environmental considerations.   
 
All environmental considerations were addressed on construction and development of the Wind Farm during the 
period 2016 to 2020. No additional development is required for the purposes that require this application for 
excemption. 
 

Social Welfare and Equity Considerations 
 
Blair Fox does not view this application as having any social welfare or equity considerations. 
 
It is not proposed that Blair Fox will sell electricity to small use customers as defined in The Act 
  

Economic, Regional Development, Employment and Investment Factors 
 
Blair Fox considers that the provision of potentially lower cost wind energy has had the following benefits; 
 

i. The Wind Farm and power distribution operations has provided for the viable economic parameters 
that facilitate the horticultural operations to be successfully re-established. 
 



  
 

 
 
 

ii. It has been instrumental in attracting a new large use customer to establish its facilities at this site and 
has attracted an industry to the region that would not have considered the area viable otherwise. 

 
 

Interest of Customers 
 
Blair Fox does not view this exemption as having any negative impact on customers. 
 
It is not proposed that Blair Fox would sell electricity to small use customers. 
 

Interests of Other Licensees or Applicants 
 
Beros Rd Wind Farm is located within the South West Interconnected System (SWIS), which is covered by Electricity 
Networks Corporation (t/a Western Power)’s Electricity Distribution Licence EDL1.  
 
Blair Fox does not view this application as being counter to the interests of any other licensee or applicant for a 
licence. The Chatfield Clark orchard is not served by Western Power’s distribution network and the Beros Rd tenant 
would not draw power from the SWIS if not for the existing distribution network on the farm. As the main 
connection point for Beros Rd is connected to the SWIS, the site is complying with the Western Power Technical 
Rules. 
 
 It is not proposed that Blair Fox would sell electricity to small use customers. 
 
 

Competition in Electricity Industry Market 
 
Blair Fox does not view this application as being counter to competition in the electricity industry market. 
 
 It is not proposed that Blair Fox would sell electricity to small use customers. 
 

Policy Objective of Government 
 
Blair Fox is cognisant of the Western Australian government policy objectives in relation to the supply of electricity 
being: 
 
‘To promote efficient investment in, and efficient operation and use of, services for the long long-term interests of 
consumers of electricity in regions relating to – 
 

(a) Price, quality, safety, reliability, and security of supply; and 
(b) The reliability, safety, and security of the interconnected system.’ 

 
 
 
Blair Fox fully supports these policy objectives and provides a platform that facilitates a growing role for renewable 
energy to reduce the environmental impacts of electricity supply. 
 
Blair Fox does not view this application as being contrary to the public interest with respect to the policy objectives 
of Government. 



  
 

 
 
 

 

General Information  
 

Proponents  
 
Indian Ocean Farms Pty Ltd is a producer of almonds operating on the properties in Eneabba and Warradarge, 
Western Australia.  
 
Blair Fox Pty Ltd operates the wind farm and power distribution assets on behalf of Indian Ocean Farms under an 
Operations and Maintenance agreement. Blair Fox managed the procurement and construction of the wind farm 
and expansion of the power distribution network. Blair Fox is a licenced electrical contractor.  
 
 
 

Site Location  
 
The Beros Rd Wind Farm and almond orchard is located at 570 (Lot 501) Beros Rd, Warradarge in the Shire of 
Coorow LGA. The Chatfield Clarke almond orchard is located approximately 30km away at Lot 10883 Chatfield 
Clarke Road Eneabba within the Shire of Carnamah LGA.  
 
To reach the Chatfield Clarke orchard, the distribution network passes through the following properties and public 
land: 
 

• Lot 501 on Deposited Plan 400357 (Indian Ocean Farms almond orchard and Beros Rd Wind Farm). 
• Lot 10831 on Deposited Plan 210805 (adjacent property, owned by Indian Ocean Farms). 
• Road Reserve adjacent to Rose Thomson Rd, Warradarge  
• Lot 31 on Deposited Plan 65745. 
• Lot 6661 on Deposited Plan 90156. 
• Lot 10842 on Deposited Plan 210815 
• Lot 10843 on Deposited Plan 210815 
• Road Reserve adjacent to Garribaldi-Willis Rd, Warradarge  
• Lot 10885 on Deposited Plan 210791 
• Lot 10886 on Deposited Plan 210791 
• Lot 10883 on Deposited Plan 210796 (Chatfield Clarke almond orchard). 

 

Development Approvals 
 
The following development approvals have been obtained: 
 

• Development approval from the Shire of Carnamah for access to the road reserves adjacent to and across 
Rose Thompson Rd and Garibaldi-Willis Road, Warradarge (Appendix 2). 

• Clearing permit CPS 7442/1 from Department of Water and Environmental Regulation for clearing the 
power line safety buffer within the road reserves adjacent to Rose Thomson and Garibaldi-Willis Roads 
(Appendix 3). 

• Development approval from the Shire of Coorow for the Beros Rd Wind Farm (Appendix 4). 
•  Approval from Department of Lands to access land within the Dampier to Bunbury Natural Gas Pipeline 

(Appendix 5) 



  
 

 
 
 

• Consent from Western Power to access land within the easement for the double circuit 330kV / 132kV 
overhead line NBT-TST 91 / ENB-TS 81 (Appendix 6) 

• Approval from Western Power of HV submission NP028183 (Appendix 7). 
• Easement agreements registered with Landgate for access to Lots 31, 6661, 10842, 10843, 10885 and 

10886. 
 
 

Wind Farm  
 
The wind farm consists of 19 Enercon E40 500kW wind turbines. The wind turbines were manufactured in 1998. 
They were originally installed at the San Giorgio La Molara Wind Farm in Portugal. In 2016 the wind turbines were 
dismantled and shipped to Beros Rd, where they were refurbished and installed in 2019. The wind turbines stand at 
44m hub height and have 18.5m blades. 
 
The nameplate capacity of the wind farm is 9.5MW.   
 
 
 

Interconnecting Cables  
 
The distribution network primarily consists of 33kV overhead conductor between the load centres on the farms and 
the wind farm assets. There are a number of underground crossings where the overhead line intersects with the 
transmission network and at other locations to allow for movement of over height farm equipment such as 
harvesters.  
 
  



  
 

 
 
 

 

Appendix 1 – Single Line Diagram and Power Line Route 
 

 
  

 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  



  
 

 
 
 

Appendix 2 – Development Approval for Access to Shire Road 
Reserves 
 

 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Appendix 3 – Clearing Permit 
 

 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

Appendix 4 – Development Approval for Wind Farm  
 

 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

 

Appendix 5 – Consent for Access to Dampier-Bunbury Natural Gas 
Pipeline 
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