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Introduction

Your Details

1  What is your name?

Name:

Peter Brisbane

2  Do you want to remain anonymous?

No

6  Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?

Yes, I am authorised to submit feedback on behalf of an organisation

If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.:
Australian Packaging Covenant Organisation

7  Which of the following best describes the group or person you represent?

Other

If other, please specify.:

Product Stewardship Organisation

8  Are there specific parts of your submission that you want to keep confidential?

No

If yes, please outline which specific parts of your submission must be kept confidential and explain why:

Objective of the waste levy

1  Are there any beneficial outcomes that can be achieved by a levy beyond those identified in the objectives of Waste Strategy 2030?

APCO suggests specifying an objective concerning the broader benefits of a circular economy, such as increasing productivity, new business development 

and regional employment. These benefits could be given effect not only through the price signal, but particularly through the targeted expenditure of the 

funds raised. For example, investment of waste levy funds could support the development of new industries and business opportunities as part of the 

transition to a circular economy, and subsidise infrastructure projects that use recycled materials.

How the levy can help achieve the objectives of Waste Strategy 2030

1  Are there any other strengths or weaknesses of a waste levy as an instrument for achieving the objectives of Waste Strategy 2030?





operations, and that a more direct approach is needed to improve resource recovery in these areas.

2  Where are these opportunities most likely to be viable?

These opportunities are more likely to be viable in areas where there are population centres where waste can be aggregated and reprocessing capability 
and end markets can be established, and in areas where there are relatively high levels of agricultural and horticultural wastes such as plastics.

3  What rate of waste levy could be required to make them viable?

4  Under specific circumstances, it is possible that an expanded waste levy area could make evasion less financially attractive. How does the 
cost of transporting waste over long distances compare with the cost of the levy?

5  What other advantages or disadvantages could arise from a regional waste levy?

Waste management options to be levied

1  Waste Strategy 2030 proposes that by 2020, only residual waste will be used for energy recovery. How will this requirement affect your 
waste management operations?

APCO is committed to working towards a circular economy for packaging in Australia, consistent with its obligations under the Australian Packaging 
Covenant. APCO therefore welcomes the commitment of the Western Australian Government to referencing material recycling over energy recovery. In 
the short term, this will require considerable investment in designing problematic and unnecessary materials out of the waste stream, establishing 
sortation and processing infrastructure, and developing end markets. In the longer term, APCO anticipates that this will be economically and 
environmentally preferable to having a higher rate of energy recovery.

2  Would a waste levy on energy recovery have a different effect on your operations?

To work towards the 2025 National Packaging Targets, APCO is working with its 1,500 Members , partners and stakeholders to improve the design of 
packaging to make it more reusable, recyclable or compostable, put in place effective systems and education for reuse of packaging and recovery of 
waste packaging, and support the development of end-markets for recycled materials. A waste levy is one of the many levers that can contribute to the 
effectiveness of this work. A waste levy on energy recovery may contribute to this work, particularly in relation to recovery systems and end-markets, by 
incentivising material recycling over energy recovery.

3  Are there any other waste management options where applying a levy could help achieve the objective of Waste Strategy 2030?

Other improvements to the waste levy

1  What other changes to the design or implementation of the waste levy could help make it more effective or efficient in achieving the targets 
of Waste Strategy 2030?




