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Consultation Paper – Review of the waste levy 
 
The following comments are provided by the Housing Industry Association (HIA) in regards to the 
Consultation Paper – Review of the waste levy (Consultation Paper). HIA understands the 
Consultation Paper proposes significant measures to address the potential for waste levy 
avoidance and evasion by reviewing the scope and application of the waste levy to ensure it 
meets the objectives of the Western Australian Government’s Waste Strategy 2030. 
 
HIA encourages recycling opportunities and reuse of material in the housing industry to achieve 
a sensible balance between them, per HIA Policy ‘Waste Management in Residential 
Construction’ (attached to this submission). 
 
The allocation of raised funds to furthering best practise outcomes within Waste Strategy 2030 

may be appropriate, however the application of raised funds from the levy could be considered to 

fund the introduction of initiatives for different industries to utilise solutions that both reduce waste 

(such as pre-fabricated building elements) and products that utilise minimal packaging (Chapter 

2, Question 1). 

 

For some industries, landfill is no longer a contemporary or reasonable first option in terms of 

waste management. Therefore HIA submit levies obtained from those industries using landfill 

sites may result in an undesirable funding model for the Strategy; and robust and rigorous 

consideration must be given as to whether a more sustainable method of raising funds is needed 

to support the objectives of the Waste Strategy 2030. 

 

The identified lack of data around waste movements is a resourcing issue that should first be 

funded from the unallocated hypothecated amounts [1] collected from the current WARR Levy; 

and should not be a trigger for consideration of raising a levy to improve on recovery and/or 

reporting rates. Any data that is incomplete will likely remain so, especially if it pre-dates the July 

2019 change to the WARR Regulations to improve reporting (Chapter 4, Question 3). 

 
Allocation and application of existing hypothecated funds should be considered in a more 
appropriate manner, rather than look to existing levy adjustments. 
 






