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Acronyms and Abbreviations

AFMP
BMP
DCCEEW
DPIRD
DW1GS
DWER
EMP

EP Act
EPBC Act
GFCP

GL

GMP

ha

IRG

KAI

km
MG Corporation

MS938
oIC
ORIA
OSWM
RIWI Act
SGDMP
WA
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Aquatic Fauna Management Plan

Buffer Management Plan

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

DW1 Gauging Station

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation

Environmental Management Programme (or Plan)

Environmental Protection Act 1986

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwth)
Gouldian Finch Conservation Plan

Gigalitres

Groundwater Management Plan

Hectare

Independent Review Group

Kimberley Agricultural Investment Pty Ltd

Kilometres

Yawoorroong Miriuwung Gajerrong Yirrgeb Noong Dawang Aboriginal
Corporation

Ministerial Statement 938

Ord Irrigation Cooperative

Ord River Irrigation Area

Operational Surface Water Model

Rights in Water and Irrigation Act (WA)

Stormwater and Groundwater Discharge Management Plan
Western Australia
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Statement of Compliance

Declaration of accuracy

In making this declaration, | am aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) make it an offence in certain
circumstances to knowingly provide false or misleading information or documents. The offence is
punishable on conviction by imprisonment or a fine, or both. | declare that all the information and
documentation supporting this compliance report is true and correct in every particular. | am
authorised to bind the approval holder to this declaration and that | have no knowledge of that
authorisation being revoked at the time of making this declaration.

f }

Signed %CLGQ—

-~

Full Name Eamonn McCabe

Executive Director, Industry and Economic

Positi
osition Development

Organisation (please print Department of Primary Industries and Regional
including ABN/ACN if applicable) Development

ABN 18 951 343 745

Date 28 /08 / 2%
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1. Introduction

The Weaber Plain Development Project (Goomig Project) was approved on 13 September 2011.
The approval reference is EPBC 2010/5491 (the Approval).

The Goomig Project comprises irrigated farmland, associated infrastructure, and a buffer area on
the Weaber Plain located about 30 km north-northeast of Kununurra in Western Australia. Figure 1
shows the location and layout of the Goomig Project and interface with other projects including the
Knox Creek Plain Irrigation Development (EPBC 2014/7143), Sorby Hills Silver Lead Zinc mining
project, and Ord River Irrigation Area (ORIA) Stage 1 ‘Cave Springs’ farms.

The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development is the Goomig Project proponent.
Kimberley Agriculture Investment Pty Ltd (KAI) has tenure of the Goomig Project farmlands, except
Lots 15 and 16 which are owned by the Yawoorroong Miriuwung Gajerrong Yirrgeb Noong Dawang
Aboriginal Corporation (MG Corporation). MG Corporation has the right under Ord Final Agreement
Indigenous Land Use Agreement to acquire the buffer area in freehold.

This document reports on compliance with the conditions set out in the Approval for the period 1
May 2022 to 30 April 2023, as required by condition 3 of the Approval.
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2. Description of activities

Table 1 sets out key compliance details as required by the Annual Compliance Report Guidelines
(Department of the Environment 2014).

Table 1. Key compliance details
Proponent Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development
Proponent ABN 18 951 343 745
EPBC Number EPBC 2010/5491
Project name Weaber Plain Development Project
Project location North-northeast of Kununurra, Western Australia
Approval date 13 September 2011
Person accepting responsibility Eamonn McCabe, Executive Director, Regional Business
for this report Development
Reporting period dates 1 May 2022 to 30 April 2023
Date of report preparation August 2023

Figure 2 shows the extent of clearing within the Goomig Project area to 19 April 2023. No clearing
was undertaken in the Goomg Project area in the reporting period. The Goomig Project is fully
developed and operational except for farm Lots 4, 7, 11 and 15. Lot 15 was cleared during a
previous reporting period but is not yet developed. Lots 4, 7 and 11 remained uncleared at the
conclusion of the reporting period on 30 April 2023.

KAl grew maize and cotton during the reporting period. Cotton was also cropped on MG
Corporation’s Lot 16. Lots 19, 20 and 21 were sub-leased to external entities. KAl (2023) reported
that:

e KAl and MG Corporation both continued their cropping programs on the Goomig farmlands
in 2022.

e The Ord Irrigation Cooperative released 36.852GL to the Goomig farmlands through the
M2C3 structure.

e Of this, the offtake meters recorded 32.012GL delivered to Goomig farms for irrigation
during the 2022 irrigation season.

e There were no incidents or reports of tailwater releases or accidental discharges to Border
Creek or the Keep River from the Goomig farmlands during the dry season.

e DWER issued water licence SWL179228(4) on 14 May 2020. The water licence was
subsequently amended on the 26 June 2020 to include MG Corporation water requirement.
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Figure 2 Goomig Project cleared area to 19 April 2023 (Satamap)
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3. Other project approvals

Table 2 lists other approvals relevant or related to the Goomg Project approval EPBC 2010/5491.
The environmental management programme required by condition 5 of Ministerial implementation
Statement 938 (MS938) issued under the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (WA) contains
requirements in common with the EPBC approval conditions and underlying management plans.
The MS938 Compliance Assessment Report 2022 is provided as Attachment 1 to this annual
Compliance Report.

Table 2.  Other relevant or related project approvals
Location Approval Approval Approval Relevance
Authority Holder
Weaber Plain, MS938 WA Minister for | WA Minister for | The Goomig Project
Knox Creek . I Environment Regional is within the ORIA
X Ord River Irrigation
(I?(I)e;;ri]éoe;nd M2 Area Stage 2 (M2 Development S\’;zgae 2r2:/eaell.s The
' Supply Channel) bp

contain common
requirements.

Weaber Plain SWL179228 DWER under KAI The licence

(Goomig) Surface Water delegation Operating Strategy

: . requires compliance
Llr?(?enrseRll\j\?Iu X(cj:t with environmental
u approvals.

Knox Creek EPBC 2014/7143  |Australian KAl Located adjacent to

Plain Knox Creek Plain ﬁ%\?etrnrr?e:\tth the Goomig Project.
Irrigation Ervion o 4 Lies within the ORIA
Development onme Stage 2 approval

area.

Located within the
Keep River
catchment.

Sorby Hills EPBC 2011/6230  |Australian Boab Metals Located adjacent to
‘Not a controlled I(\B/I(i)n\?etmrn;ern:h Pty Ltd the Goomg Project
action’ decision Envisroenmoent © Located within the
Sorby Hills Silver Kete‘; R"’et"

Lead Zinc Project, catchmen
East Kimberley

Sorby Hills Ministerial Minister for Boab Metals Located adjacent to
implementation Environment Pty Ltd the Goomg Project
Srtr?teenr(rj]eegtb?/m’ Located within the

Keep River
Statement 1097 catchment
Sorby Hills Silver
Lead Zinc Project,
East Kimberley
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4. Compliance assessment

Compliance was assessed for the period 1 May 2022 to 30 April 2023. The following designations
were used to record compliance status.

Compliant

Where the requirements of a condition have been met, including the implementation of
management plans or other measures required by those conditions.

Non-compliant
Where the requirements of a condition or elements of a condition, including the
implementation of management plans and other measures, have not been met.

Not applicable

Where the requirements of a condition or elements of a condition fall outside of the scope of
the current reporting period. Requirements previously reported as complete are designated
‘Not applicable’.

Table 4 (Compliance Table) details the compliance assessment for the reporting period. The
assessment addresses all conditions of the Approval, as varied. Table 3 summarises the non-
compliances and the corrective measures being undertaken by DPIRD. DCCEEW was not notified
of the non-compliances prior to submission of this Compliance Report. Key areas of non-compliance
are:

e The absence of Gouldian Finches breeding and foraging in the Goomig Project buffer area
(Condition 6)

It is unclear why Gouldian Finches are absent from the buffer area. DPIRD has requested
external services to investigate the cause and is implementing Biota Environmental Science’s
(2023a) recommendations including the expansion of next year's program to include the
systematic location and inspection of natural breeding hollows.

o Key buffer management actions not being undertaken (Condition 7)

DPIRD is implementing corrective buffer area management actions including weed survey,
updating of priority areas for management, and implementation of mitigative action. A vegetation
condition assessment of the whole buffer area will inform priority threats and areas for
management.

e The continued dysfunction of the DW1 gauging station at the stormwater outlet (Condition 11D)

Water quality monitoring was undertaken at the stormwater outlet, and on the Border Creek
and Keep River during the reporting period despite stormwater flow data being unavailable
from the DW1 gauging station to trigger ‘event-based’ monitoring. Monitoring was conducted
throughout the 2022-2023 wet season from the time of first flush’ until after the cessation of
stormwater discharges. Frequency of sampling was once per week for most of the wet season
and analysis included an extended suite of pesticides. A detailed report is included as
evidence: Keep River 2022-2023 Water Quality Monitoring and Management Report (DPIRD
2023).

KAI advised DPIRD that it has identified a suitable gauging system for implementation at the
stormwater outlet to enable flow to be monitored on a continuous basis from the 2023-2024 wet
season. Data will be transmitted via the existing onsite communications infrastructure.

e The groundwater model has not been updated since Project commencement (Condition 12E)

The Independent Review Group (IRG) determined that review and analysis of groundwater
monitoring data collected since 2019 must be completed after the collection of 2023
comprehensive data and that the question of whether the groundwater model should be
updated be revisited after the groundwater review and analysis.
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5. New environmental risks

There are other sources of agricultural pollutants, separate and additional to the Goomig Project,
that may impact cumulatively on the quality of stormwater discharging to the Keep River. The
Goomig Project and the Knox Creek Plain Agricultural Project (the latter not yet operational), are
the only ones regulated under the EPBC Act and the WA EP Act. The Sorby Hills Silver Lead Zinc
project was determined not a controlled action, however, lies within the catchment near to a key
tributary, the Knox Creek. There are also other land uses and activities that interact with the Keep
River, including recreational fishing and camping activity, and long-established pastoral activities.

Given the cumulative pressures on Keep River environmental values, DPIRD is pursuing the
development of a collaborative Keep River catchment management plan in consultation with
catchment stakeholders that addresses all sources of agricultural and other pollutants and
pressures on Keep River environmental values including listed species. How that plans interacts
with the Goomig and Knox Creek Plan environmental approvals will be considered and determined
as the plan is prepared. In the meantime, DPIRD is reviewing and updated the approved Goomg
Project SGDMP for the IRG’s consideration before it is submitted for assessment and approval.
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