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Western Australia 

 

Key Messages and Insights 

• 22.7% less litter than counted in the 2016/17 monitor.  

• Reductions in cigarette litter (-35.1%), takeaway food packaging (-14.8%), other paper (-17.5%), 

other plastic (-20.4%) and general other (-20.8%) were the main contributors to the significant 

fall in litter recorded. 

• Mix shifts in litter monitored resulted in the volumetric equivalent falling by 31.7%. 

• Less litter recorded in car parks (-19.8%), highways (-20.6%), industrial precincts (-14.1%), 

residential streets (-28.2%), retail precincts (-53.8%) and shopping centres (-16.6%). The most 

significant increases were recorded at recreational parks (+40.3%) and on beaches (+3.7%). 

• Industrial precincts recorded the highest loads on an item counted basis whereas major 

roads/highways recorded the highest loads on a volumetric basis  

 

Survey Specifics 

The 2016/17 litter monitor of 151 sites across WA recorded 22.7% less litter than counted in 2015/16 
monitor. All major categories experienced falls in litter levels, with significant decreases seen in 
cigarette litter, takeaway food packaging, other paper, other plastic and general other litter items.  
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Litter Counts 

As shown in the following table, the 2016/17 litter monitor recorded 22.7% less litter than counted in 

the 2015/16 monitor. Reductions in cigarette litter (down 35.1%), takeaway food packaging (down 

14.8%), other paper (down 17.5%), other plastic (down 20.4%) and general other (down 20.8%) were 

the main contributors to the significant fall in litter counted. The most notable decreases within the 

general other category were decreases in metal pieces, various miscellaneous rubber and foil pieces, 

newspapers/magazines, packages and boxes, shopper dockets and related shopper paper. 
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Over the longer term, WA has been experiencing steadily declining litter levels, driven primarily by 

reductions in cigarette litter. In the 2016/17 litter monitor, this trend continued observing the lowest 

levels of cigarette litter counted on record.  
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Volumetric Impacts 

With the decrease in litter counted, the volume in the litter stream has also fallen by 31.7%. Reduced 

general other litter items drove the majority of the decrease. The significant contributor to the change 

in volume recorded was the impact of less litter across several high-volume items including illegal 

dumping and general domestic and industrial containers. 
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Littering Location 

The breakdown of the location of the litter found in Western Australia is contained in the following 

charts which demonstrate that with the exception of major roads/highways, all sites have seen 

reduced litter levels over time. As a consequence, major roads/highways are proportionally increasing 

their share of the WA litter stream. 

In 2016/17 monitor lower levels of litter was recorded at retail precincts (-53.8%), residential streets 

(-28.2%), major roads and highways (-20.6%), car parks (-19.8%), shopping centres (-16.6%) and 

industrial precincts (-14.1%), offset by increases in litter recorded at recreational parks (+40.3%) and 

beaches (+3.7%). 
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Beaches 

Litter levels across WA beaches continue to fall over the long-term, driven primarily by declining 

cigarette related litter. In the 2016/17 monitor however, we saw an increase in litter counted on WA 

beaches. All categories experienced increases with the exception of cigarette litter and general other 

litter items. 
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Car Parks  

For the fourth year in a row, less litter was recorded at Western Australia’s car parks. All categories 

experienced falls in litter levels, with the major contributor to the reduction being cigarette butts 

(down 25.8%). 
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Major Roads/Highways 

Litter levels on Western Australia’s major roads and highways decreased by 20.6% in the 2016/17 litter 

monitor. All major categories saw falls with the most significant decreases seen in cigarette litter 

decreased by 28.6%, other plastic by 28.0%, other paper by 25.9%, general other litter by 23.9% and 

takeaway food packaging by 23.9%. 
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Industrial  

The 2016/17 NLI recorded a 14.1% decline in the litter counted around WA industrial precincts and as 

demonstrated in the chart below reflects a relatively stable, yet declining longer-term litter stream. 

Cigarette litter fell by 21.0% and plastic bags by 58.5%. Almost all other categories experienced falls 

in litter counts with the exception of other glass. 
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Recreational Parks 

Litter counts in Western Australia’s recreational parks increased after a significant fall in the 2015/16 

monitor. In 2016/17 increases were recorded in every category except for other glass, which remained 

unchanged, the largest increase was amongst take away (+37.4%). The current result appears similar 

to the high levels of 2014/15, after a dramatic fall in litter counted during the previous year 

demonstrating the volatile nature of the counts over the past 4-5 years. 

 

 

 

  

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

 08-09  09-10  10-11  11-12  12-13  13-14  14-15  15-16  16-17

Western Australia - Litter Item Count - Recreational Parks
Source: National Litter Index - KABNA Analysis

BUTTS CDS TAKE AWAY OTHER GLASS OTHER PAPER OTHER PLASTIC PLASTIC BAGS GENERAL OTHER

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

 08-09  09-10  10-11  11-12  12-13  13-14  14-15  15-16  16-17

Western Australia - % Litter Items - Recreational Parks
Source: National Litter Index - KABNA Analysis

BUTTS CDS TAKE AWAY OTHER GLASS OTHER PAPER OTHER PLASTIC PLASTIC BAGS GENERAL OTHER



12 
 

Residential Streets 

The 2016/17 monitor recorded 28.2% less litter on Western Australia’s residential streets. All 

categories experienced falls in litter levels with the exception of other glass, which remained 

unchanged. The chart below demonstrates continued reductions in levels of cigarette litter, and total 

litter in residential streets in WA. 
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Retail Precincts 

Western Australia’s retail shopping strips experienced a significant fall in litter in the 2016/17 

monitor, with the lowest recorded level of litter in WA retail precincts. The 53.8% decrease overall 

was driven by a 61.1% decrease in cigarette litter and decreases in general other items (-50.9%), 

beverage containers (-44.6%), other paper (-32.5%) and takeaway food packaging (+28.9%). 
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Shopping Centres 

After a period of relative stability, there has been two consecutive falls in the litter levels observed at 

shopping centres, with the 2016/17 monitor recording a 16.6% decrease in litter counted at these 

sites in Western Australia. Most categories fell with the most significant declines seen in cigarette 

butts (-20.9%), other plastic (-23.5%) and other paper (-13.5%), while there were small increases in 

beverage containers and plastic bags. 
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Normalisation for Area Surveyed 

As demonstrated in the tables below, when the area monitored is taken into account, the 2016/17 

litter monitor recorded, on average, 39 items per 1000m², a decrease from 51 items per 1000m² 

recorded in the 2015/16 monitor. Industrial precincts have the highest litter loads in Western Australia 

with 77 litter items per 1000m². 

 

 

 

A similar picture emerges in volumetric terms, which indicates that the volumetric litter loads are 

the highest on major roads / highways (11.79 litres per 1000m²). As outlined earlier, the volumetric 

load across the state has fallen with the decrease in items counted (5.72 litres per 1000m², down 

from per 7.42 litres 1000m² in 2015/16).  
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Detailed Litter Count Tables - Western Australia 
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Detailed Litter Volume Tables – Western Australia 

 


