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ABORIGINAL LANDS TRUST
INFORMATION SHEET

Overview
The Aboriginal Lands Trust (ALT) is established under the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority Act 1972 (AAPA Act) and is responsible for the control and management of approximately 21 million hectares of land across Western Australia (the ALT estate) for the benefit of Aboriginal people. The ALT makes decisions on the divestment of land to appropriate Aboriginal people and organisations, the grant of leases and the approval of development on the land. 

The ALT has a statutory obligation to ensure that decisions about the use and management of the ALT estate benefit Aboriginal people and, where possible, accord with the wishes of the Aboriginal inhabitants of the land.  The ALT also provides advice to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs in relation to the administration of the AAPA Act. 

The functions of the ALT, as set out in the AAPA Act, includes:
· to acquire and hold land, and to use and manage that land for the benefit of persons of Aboriginal descent;
· to ensure that the use and management of the land held by the ALT, or for which the ALT is in any manner responsible, shall accord with the wishes of the Aboriginal inhabitants of the area so far as that can be ascertained and is  practicable.
· to consult, negotiate, enter into financial arrangements, contract, and to undertake or administer projects, either directly or in association with other persons or bodies, as may be necessary or desirable for the development of the land for which the ALT is responsible; and
· generally, on behalf of and as the corporate entity representing the interests of the Aboriginal inhabitants of the area to which the matter relates, to take, instigate or support any action that may be required to ensure the most beneficial use of the land.

Members
The ALT is made up of Aboriginal people from a diverse range of professional and personal backgrounds appointed by the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. Appointment to the ALT will usually be for a term of up to four (4) years.
 
Members are required to make themselves familiar with the purpose, function, and responsibilities of the ALT, are collectively responsible to ensure the ALT is undertaking its responsibilities, and to work constructively, cooperatively, and respectfully. Members have a duty to act:
· In the interest, and on behalf, of Aboriginal people;
· in good faith with honesty, diligence and reasonable care and;
· to exercise powers for their proper purposes;

Meetings
The ALT meets six times a year on a bi-monthly basis with the possibility of additional meetings being scheduled as necessary for the performance of the functions of the ALT.  Meetings are usually held in the metropolitan area, with one meeting held in a regional location per year.



Members are expected to attend all scheduled and special meetings preferably in person.  If a member is unable to attend a meeting, an apology must be submitted in advance. 

Vacancies
The State Government is seeking applications from suitably qualified Aboriginal people to fill any current or future vacancies on the ALT.  Selection of ALT members will consider cultural and geographical, gender    and generational diversity.

Interested parties will be required to provide a current Police Clearance as part of the application process, prior to appointment.

All applications will be held in the strictest confidence.

Sitting Fees
Recommendations on sitting fees and entitlements for ALT members are made to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs by the Public Sector Commission in accordance with Public Sector standards.  The current rate remuneration rate for ALT Members is:
$825 per full day for meetings over four hours
$537 per half day for meetings of four hours or less.

Selection Process
A panel will make recommendations to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs for appointment to the ALT and State Cabinet will provide final endorsement for all appointments.

Submitting Your Application
Please submit a completed application form (including a current Police Clearance, which is required due to the fiduciary role as an ALT member), a two-page resume, a one-page statement outlining your interest in becoming an ALT member, your professional and personal expertise and any previous experience you may have had in a similar capacity.

Application packages are available through the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage’s website www.dplh.wa.gov.au or by contacting the Secretariat on ALT@dplh.wa.gov.au or (08) 6551 8002.


Applications close Monday, 27 May 2024

LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
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