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Western Australia intends to adopt minor amendments to the National Gas Law under the National Gas Access (WA) Act 2009.
Background
The National Gas Law (NGL) provides for the overarching legislative and regulatory framework for Australia’s gas pipelines and markets. Western Australia adopts a modified version of the NGL under our National Gas Access (WA) Act 2009 known as the Western Australian National Gas Access Law (NGLWA). The NGLWA provides for a framework for the economic regulation of third-party access to gas pipelines in Western Australia. 
National Omnibus Package 
This update is to advise stakeholders that Western Australia intends to adopt relevant amendments to the National Gas Law made by the Statutes Amendment (National Energy Laws) (Omnibus) Act 2021 (SA) (Omnibus Package). 

The national Omnibus Package already commenced in other Australian jurisdictions, and consists of various minor energy market reform policy initiatives and minor corrections or changes to address identified ambiguity (see Omnibus Legislative Amendments – National Consultation). 
The Omnibus Package include amendments relevant to Western Australia including amendments to:
participating jurisdiction provisions to clarify the meaning of ‘participating jurisdiction’ to address ambiguity in the context of the participation of non-interconnected jurisdictions. Non-interconnected jurisdictions are jurisdictions that are not physically connected to the Eastern States’ National Electricity Market;
commercial arbitration provisions to ensure that participating jurisdictions can amend relevant references in regulations as needs arise.;
information disclosure provisions to correct minor drafting errors and allow for consistent application of information disclosure requirements;
Ministerial Council provisions are clarified to ensure references to the Ministerial Council responsible for energy remain relevant regardless of whether the name of the Council changes over time.
statutory notices provisions to remove the requirement to publish notices in newspapers to reduce regulatory costs and recognise changes in stakeholders’ preference for how they access their information. In all cases, the relevant provisions will continue to impose minimum notice requirements on these bodies, such as notifications on websites;
limited merits review provisions to remove redundant references to the Limited Merits Review regime, resulting from the passing of the Competition and Consumer Amendment (Abolition of Limited Merits Review) Act 2017; and
limitation of duty on Commonwealth Officers or Bodies provisions to address a constitutional issue about whether State legislation can impose duties on a Commonwealth body.
Adoption in Western Australia
In Western Australia, the Omnibus Package will be adopted through the following instruments:
[bookmark: _Hlk173761194]Consultation draft of National Gas Access (WA) Adoption of Amendments Order (No. 3) 2024, which identifies the relevant parts of Statutes Amendment (National Energy Laws) (Omnibus) Act 2021 (SA)
Consultation draft of National Gas Access (WA) (Act Amendment) Regulations (No. 3) 2024, which makes minor supporting modifications to the national text to accommodate the standard modifications made by the Western Australian Act.
Consultation draft of National Gas Access (WA) (Part 3) Amendment Regulations (No 3) 2024, which makes the equivalent national regulations in a Western Australian context.
The purpose of this information paper is to advise stakeholders that Western Australia intends to adopt these national reforms and to provide information about the mechanism for implementation of the reforms in Western Australia. While feedback on the policy is not required, Energy Policy WA welcomes stakeholder input on the draft regulatory instruments. 
Please email comments to EPWA-Submissions@demirs.wa.gov.au by 5:00pm on Friday 6 September 2024.
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