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National Principles for Child Safe Organisations - Presentation script and information
	
Background (general information)
	                          
Speech Script

	Slide 1 - National Principles for Child Safe Organisations


	· The National Principles for Child safe Organisations aim to provide a nationally consistent approach to creating organisational cultures that foster child safety and wellbeing.
	· Hello, everyone! I am thrilled to have you all here today to introduce the National Principles. 
· My name is [insert name] and I can’t wait to dive into this important topic together. Let’s make this a lively and insightful conversation. 


	Slide 2 - Acknowledgement of Country


	· The WA government acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land throughout Western Australia and pays respect to their cultures and Elders. This acknowledgment is part of protocols to recognize Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the original inhabitants and promotes awareness of their ongoing connection to the land.
	· I would like to respectfully acknowledge the [insert the appropriate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander language group – for example, Whadjuk Noongar people], the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we meet and pay my respects to Elders past and present. 
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Background
	                          
Speech Script

	Slide 3 - The 10 National Principles for Child Safe Organisations


	Background
· The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse (Royal Commission) uncovered instances of shocking abuse of children within institutions in Australia.
· The Commission recommended taking actions to make organisations across the country safe for children.
· The development of the National Principles for Child Safe Organisations (National Principles) is a key national reform in response to these recommendations and was committed to by national, state and territory governments in 2019 through the Council of Australian Governments (COAG). 
· The WA Government has committed to implementing the National Principles and supporting the development of child safe organisations for children and young people in Western Australia.
What are the National Principles
· The National Principles outline at a high level the 10 elements that are fundamental for making an organisation safe for children and collectively show that a child safe organisation is one that creates a culture, adopts strategies and takes action to promote child wellbeing and prevent harm to children and young people.

Why it’s important to implement the National Principles
· The National Principles provide a nationally consistent approach to embedding child safe cultures within organisations that engage with children, and act as a vehicle to give effect to all Royal Commission recommendations related to child safe standards.
· The National Principles are designed to build capacity and deliver child safety and wellbeing in organisations, families and communities and prevent future harm.
	· The 10 National Principles for Child Safe Organisations, shown on the screen, were created in response to recommendations delivered by the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 

· The National Principles were agreed nationally in 2019, based on the original Child Safe Standards identified by the Royal Commission, as ten key elements essential for increasing safety for children and young people in organisations.

· Implementing the National Principles is not a tick-box exercise, and each Principle can be implemented in any order. All the Principles inter-relate, and collectively they make organisations safer for children.  

· By embedding the National Principles into your organisation, you begin to create a culture that adopts strategies and takes action to promote wellbeing for, and prevents harm to, children and young people.

	Slide 4 - What is a Child Safe Organisation?

	· A child safe organisation is one that creates a culture, adopts strategies and takes action to promote child wellbeing and prevent harm to children and young people.
· A child safe organisation consciously and systematically: 
· Creates an environment where children’s safety and well-being is the centre of thought, values and actions
· Places emphasis on genuine engagement with and valuing of children
· Creates conditions that reduce the likelihood of harm to children and young people 
· Creates conditions that increase the likelihood of identifying any harm 
· Responds to any concerns, disclosures, allegations or suspicions of harm.
· Organisations carefully consider how their policies and practices may best include, empower, celebrate, protect and respect all children and young people. 
· Embed the National Principles to show the organisation’s commitment to child safety and wellbeing through all levels of the organisation.
	· A child safe organisation prioritises creating an environment where children's safety and well-being are paramount. This means the organisation takes steps to promote well-being and prevent harm to children and young people.

· Children and young people’s safety and well-being is the centre of thought, values and actions, with emphasis on genuine engagement with and valuing of children. 

· Child safe organisations can respond appropriately to any concerns, disclosures, allegations or suspicions of harm.

	Slide 5 - Who needs to implement the National Principles?


	· The Royal Commission’s Terms of Reference outlined the need for all organisations who provide, or have at any time provided, activities, facilities, programs or services of any kind where adults have contact with children, including through their families, to implement National Principles. 
· Children and young people engage across many sectors when they receive services, play sport, attend school and work.

	· The Royal Commission recommended organisations involved in specific areas of child-related work to implement the National Principles. 

· In Western Australia, there is an understanding and expectation that all organisations should consider the safety of children a priority. 

· If your organisation engages with children and young people then the National Principles should be implemented.  This includes as staff, recreation activities and receiving a paid or unpaid service.

· Those organisations who interact with families that include children are also encouraged to implement the National Principles.


	
Slide 6 - Child Safe Organisations Knowledge Hub
               

	· The Child safe organisations Knowledge Hub intends to support the WA community to access information and resources.
· The Knowledge Hub targets organisations, families, as well as children and young people, in efforts to support the growth of a culture to prevent child abuse. 
· A commitment to the implementation of National Principles, aims to create safer environments for children.
· By making communities safer – places where every child is valued, and where their rights to safety and wellbeing are respected and upheld, builds knowledge and capacity of organisations, parents, volunteers, professionals and others to be better equipped to recognise and act where there is potential risk to children.
· Launched in September 2023, the Knowledge Hub provides a source of valuable information for organisations implementing the National Principles including:
· Case studies developed by individual organisations outlining work they have done to implement the National Principles.
· A self-assessment tool for organisations to assess their progress and identify further actions.
· Guides and templates.
· Links to forthcoming information sessions and Webinars, including the WA Child Safe Project coordinated by Western Australia Council of Social Services (WACOSS) in partnership with Council of Aboriginal Services WA (CASWA).
· Opportunity to sign up for a mailing list to receive quarterly updates regarding new resources and the progress of the work in WA.
	· With support from the community sector, the Western Australian Government has created the Child Safe Organisations Knowledge Hub to help build organisational capacity and support whole-of-community implementation of the National Principles. 

· The Knowledge Hub has separate resources targeted to organisations, families, parents and carers and children and young people. 

· Launched in September 2023, the Knowledge Hub also provides specific information to assist organisations to get started in their journey, including case studies.  

· A key resource is the National Principles Self-assessment and Review Tool, developed by the Commissioner for Children and Young People.   

· Utilised with the Guidelines, the self-assessment tool helps organisations to identify any gaps and areas of strength for children and young people’s safety.

· To access the Knowledge Hub directly go to www.communities.wa.gov.au/childsafeorgs or google ‘Safer WA’.

	Slide 7 - Next steps


	· The WA Child Safe Organisations Knowledge Hub is your first point of call for information on implementation National Principles for Child Safe Organisations. 
· The WA Child Safe Project, coordinated by WACOSS, in partnership with CASWA, are focused on supporting small to medium organisations to implement the National Principles for Child Safe Organisations 
· The WA Child Safe Project website can be found at www.wacoss.org.au/wa-child-safe-project/
	· The theme for WA Children Week in 2025 is “Everyone should know about children’s rights!”.

· In Western Australia in 2025, there is a focus on the second National Principle, “Children and young people are informed about their rights, participate in decisions affecting them and are taken seriously”. 

· The WA Government is committed to the implementation of the National Principles and building capacity of our communities to create a safer WA for children. 

· Every organisation has a responsibility to keep children and young people safe.  

	Slide 8 - Knowledge Hub website and QR code
                

	· Please contact the Department of Communities if you require any additional information via email to csaroyalcommission@communities.wa.gov.au  
· Any feedback is very welcomed.
	· The QR code on this slide will take you directly to the Child Safe Organisations Knowledge Hub where you can join up to the Child Safe Organisations mailing list to be kept up to date with National Principles. 

· You can also google ‘SAFER WA’ to be directed to the Knowledge Hub, as well as information to how the WA Government are implementing recommendations from the Royal Commission. 

· Please be encouraged to email the Department of Communities Royal Commission Implementation Team if you have questions, their email address is shown on the screen.

· Thank you for your time today.
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This initiative is part of the WA Government's action to create a Safer WA for Children by implementing the recommendations from
the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.





