
APPENDIX 2 

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE: INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL REPORT 

 

MEMBER: Hon. Martin Aldridge MLC 

ELECTORATE: Agricultural Region 

 
In accordance with Part 6 of this Determination, within 90 days of expending moneys for international expenses 
using the Parliamentary Travel and Study Allowance, Members must submit to the Tribunal: 

 a report including details of: 
o how moneys were expended (see form below); and  
o the expected benefit to the State from the expenditure. 

 certification (see below) that: 
o use of moneys has complied with principles set out in section 1.6; and 
o expenses related to the Member's Parliamentary business. 

Members must submit the certification and report to submissions@sat.wa.gov.au 

Reports provided by Members will be published on the Tribunal’s website.  

 

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE (PART 6 OF DETERMINATION)  

INTERNATIONAL EXPENSES ONLY 

TRAVEL DATES: 29 July – 11 August 2024 

DESTINATIONS VISITED: United States of America 

ALLOWANCE CLAIMED: $12,710.85 

REPORTED EXPENDITURE:  

 Airfares $4,456.62 
 Fees for conferences or short courses $1,430.77 

 Accommodation 
o Number of nights 

$2,048.72 

6 
 Incidentals $360.00 
 Meals $2,490.00 
 Grounds Transport (Car Rental and Taxi) $1,924.74 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE $12,710.85 

TOTAL SURPLUS/DEFICIT  $0 
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EXPECTED BENEFIT TO THE STATE FROM THE EXPENDITURE 

 

Please outline the following: 

1. What was the rationale for the travel/why is the travel warranted? 

The National Conference of State Legislatures was formed in 1975 to ‘…….advance the effectiveness, 
independence and integrity of legislatures and to foster interstate cooperation and facilitate the 
exchange of information among legislatures’. Its signature annual event is its Legislative Summit 
hosted this year by the Commonwealth of Kentucky in Louisville.  

2. Why was travel required to achieve this? 

Whilst some limited aspects of the conference were streamed online, many of the smaller ‘deep-
dive’ sessions were not. Attending in person allowed full attendance at the various forums, sessions 
and keynote addresses. With more than 5,000 delegates at the conference in addition to 500 
international delegates the opportunity to network and learn from other experiences would not 
have been possible remotely. 

3. In what way will the travel benefit the electorate and/or State? 

A focus of the conference was the evolution of Artificial Intelligence and the opportunities and 
threats that it poses to the administration of government and most topically free and fair elections. 
Other sessions attended included new approaches to juvenile justice, delivering high speed internet 
to rural communities, harnessing technology and driving growth in rural towns, firearm safety and 
storage reform, the role of the National Guard and insurance responses to natural disasters. The 
breadth of information and speakers has ultimately developed a greater understanding of many 
issues which could be considered in a West Australian context. 

4. What was the community driver to undertake this travel? 

I have attended this conference in previous years on the recommendation of the Legislative 
Council’s then President and have experienced firsthand the value in collaborating with and 
understanding the challenges faced in the USA but also from the international delegates that attend, 
many from Westminster parliamentary systems. The conference theme of ‘AI Innovation’ was the 
primary motivator to attend this year as Australia appears to be lagging other international 
jurisdictions as we consider the deployment and importantly the appropriate regulation of such 
technological advancement. 

5. Which was the host organisation for any conference(s) attended. Which other 
organisations/individuals did you meet with and in which locations? 

The conference was hosted by the National Conference of State Legislatures in Louisville, Kentucky. 
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6. What will be the outcome of this travel? 

The outcome of the travel was an expanded understanding of several key policy areas, new contacts 
and networks to collaborate with on such areas of interest which have already proven useful in 
recent debates in the Legislative Council1.  

 
1 pp. 3819-3821 Legislative Council Hansard, 15 August 2024 
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CERTIFICATION  

To be signed by Member of Parliament before submission  

This report reflects all expenditure for international expenses using the Parliamentary 
Travel and Study Allowance.  

Expenditure detailed in this report conforms to the: 

 conditions of use of the Parliamentary Travel and Study Allowance; and 
 principles for use of allowances provided in this 1.6 of this Determination, which 

states that Members must:  

(a) use allowances for parliamentary business: 
(b) adhere to any conditions for using allowances; 
(c) be prepared to be personally responsible and accountable for the use of 

allowances; 
(d) be prepared to publicly justify use of allowances; and 
(e) act ethically and in good faith when using, and accounting for the use of 

allowances. 
 

Signed:  ___________________________________________ 

 

Date:   21/08/2024 

 

 























0800 Registration
Energy Transition, Decarbonisation, Critical Minerals & Government Policies

0850 Organisers’ Welcome Remarks

James Angelus, President, International Security Industry Council of Japan, 
Japan
Daniel Radz, Founder, Spire Events, Singapore

0855 Government Address: Critical Minerals & The Future of Mining in Australia

Allison Britt
Director, Mineral Resources Advice and Promotion
Geoscience Australia, Australia

0915 Keynote Address: Alliances in a Shifting Global Order & Geopolitics of the 
Energy Transition

Nobuo Tanaka
Chair, Study Group on Next Generation Nuclear Energy Utilization at Canon 
Institute of Global Studies (CIGS)
Chair, Steering Committee of Innovation for Cool Earth Forum (ICEF)
Executive Director Emeritus, International Energy Agency (IEA)
CEO, Tanaka Global, Inc., Japan

0930 Opening Keynote Panel Discussion: The Risks, Rewards & the Future for the 
Mining Industry in the Clean Energy Transition, Decarbonisation, Sustainability 
and the Role of Critical Minerals in the Security Imperative Context

• Are governments doing enough to understand the strategic necessity of 
critical minerals in current geopolitical climate?

• Developing, securing & diversifying global supply chains for critical minerals 
that are crucial to low carbon technologies and the global transition to clean 
energy future

• Importance of global alliances like Minerals Security Partnership to encourage 
public & private investments into resources sector 

• Improving countries cooperation to further the development of critical minerals
– views from the United States, Australia, Canada, Germany, Japan, the 
Republic of Korea, the United Kingdom and the European Commission

• Do minerals undergird great power competition and war? Role of resources in 
defence and security sectors

• What implications critical minerals impose on transportation, manufacturing of 
new batteries, solar, electric vehicle technologies, IT products and other
sectors? 

• Is undersea mining a new option for Japan?
• Impelling new investments for mining, processing & recycling projects
• Investments in graphite, manganese, lithium, cobalt, nickel, rare earths, 

uranium and other critical minerals
• Why Japan's government has added uranium to its list of critical minerals?
• How to attract investors in supporting the new projects?



• How we can adhere to the highest environmental, social and governance 
(ESG) standards? 

• Exploring space mining as new frontier in critical minerals exploration 
• Strategic approach for critical mineral projects: What makes good partnerships 

and why are they a vital component for investors?  
 
Nobuo Tanaka, CEO, Tanaka Global, Inc., Japan (Session Chair) 
Joseph Sopcisak, Technical Director, Department of Defense, United States 
Raphael Keller, French Minister-counsellor for Economic Affairs & Head of the 
Regional Economic Department Japan-Korea, Embassy of France to Japan, France 
Dr John Coyne, Head of Northern Australia Strategic Policy Centre | Head of Strategic 
Policing and Law Enforcement, Australian Strategic Policy Institute, Australia 
Hon Bill Johnston MLA, Former Minister for Mines & Petroleum; Energy; Hydrogen 
Industry; Industrial Relations, Parliament of Western Australia, Australia 

1030 Refreshments Break  
Supply Chain Sustainability & Defence and Security Imperatives 

1100 Keynote Address: India – A Key Partner in Supply Chains 
 
H.E. Sibi George 
Ambassador of India to Japan  
 

1120 Keynote Address: U.S. Department of Defense Efforts to Secure Critical Minerals 
Supply Chains 
 
Joseph Sopcisak  
Technical Director 
Manufacturing, Capability Expansion and Investment Prioritization (MCEIP) 
Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Industrial Base Resilience) 
OSD / OUSD(Acquisition and Sustainment) / OASD(Industrial Base Policy)   
Department of Defense, United States 
 

1145 Premium Presentation: How Critical Minerals Impact Security-Related Issues 
Today? 
 
Dr John Coyne 
Head of Northern Australia Strategic Policy Centre | Head of Strategic Policing and 
Law Enforcement 
Australian Strategic Policy Institute, Australia 
 

1210 Premium Presentation: Critical Minerals – Vytas, making it happen! 
 
Julian Ford 
Chief Technical Officer  
Vytas Limited, Australia 
 

1230 Presentation: France Strategy for Securing Supplies of Strategic Minerals & 
Metals 
 
Raphael Keller 
French Minister-counsellor for Economic Affairs & Head of the Regional Economic 
Department Japan-Korea 
Embassy of France to Japan 
 

1250 Networking Break 
1400 Panel Discussion: Exploring the New Mining Frontiers, from Sea Bed to Space  

& Implications for Security-Related, Military & Civilian Industries 
• Global prospects on undersea mining – is there an unlimited potential for 

exploration? 
• Can Japan become Critical Minerals Independent? 



• Economic, geopolitical and environmental impact of deep sea and space 
mining 

• Exploring new mining technologies to support those frontiers 
• Is military industry facing serious risks of mineral shortages? 
• Impact of diplomatic partnerships like Quad on resources industry 
• Strengthening minerals supply chains and security 
• The forecast for critical Minerals future in the new arms race 

 
Ms Miki Harai (Session Chair) 
Brad Glosserman, Deputy Director of and Visiting Professor, Tama University 
Center for Rule Making Strategies, Japan 
Takeshi Hakamada, Founder & CEO, ispace, Inc., Japan 
Kris Van Nijen, Managing Director, Global Sea Mineral Resources, Belgium 
 

Uranium – A Critical Mineral in Japan 
1445 Presentation: South Australia - Home to the World's Largest Uranium Resource 

 
Dr Bronwyn Camac 
Director, Geological Survey of South Australia  
Department for Energy and Mining, SA, Australia 
 

1500 Panel Discussion: Japan’s Increasing Reliance on Nuclear Energy for Net Zero 
Future 
 
Tom O'Sullivan, Founder and Managing Director, Mathyos Global Advisory, Japan 
(Session Chair) 
Dr David John Honey - MLA, BSc (Hons); PhD; CChem; FRACI, Shadow Minister for 
State Development; Water; Hydrogen; Science; Innovation, Manufacturing & ICT, 
Parliament of Western Australia, Australia 
Nicolas Vierge, Founder & Principal, Carbon50, Japan 
 

Mining Project & Technology Innovation Showcase 
1530 Presentation: How the Northern Territory Can Support Japan’s Critical Minerals 

Supply Chain? 
 
Dorothy Close 
Director, Regional Geoscience at Northern Territory Geological Survey 
Department of Industry, Tourism and Trade, NT, Australia
 

1545 Refreshments Break 
Financing & Investment 

1615 Premium Presentation: The Role and Importance of Strategic & Critical Minerals 
Resources in Achieving Energy Transition and Net Zero Future 
 
Andrew DeWit 
Professor, School of Economic Policy Studies 
Rikkyo University, Japan 
 

1630 Premium Presentation:  Accelerating Japan’s Critical Minerals Industry 
 
Yuriy Humber 
President 
Yuri Group, Japan 
 

1645 Premium Presentation: Facilitating Investments into Critical Minerals Projects – 
Opportunities & Challenges 

• Update and expand the analysis to quantify the number of projects currently in 
Australia’s critical minerals investable universe. 

• Analyse the data by the publicly available information (including projects by 
mineral, financial aspects including IRR and NPV, capex etc). 



• Evaluate the (a) options to close the gap between Australia’s mineral 
endowment and investable universe of projects and (b) implications for 
stakeholders, including major trading partners seeking to invest in critical 
minerals projects and secure offtake. 

 
Lachy Haynes 
Energy Transition Partner 
PwC, Australia 
 

1700 Panel Discussion: From Exploration to Production, Mining Financing & 
Investment Trends for Critical Minerals Projects 

• Outlook on battery metals, rare-earth elements, magnesium, graphite, 
tantalum, vanadium, nickel and other minerals 

• Examining the changing nature of equity and debt financing 
• What are the latest government grants & incentives available for the sector? 
• What types of projects are currently being financed? 
• Looking at commercial lenders financing options for mining and resources 

sector, especially the exploration industry for finding new deposits and 
developing new projects 

• Sharing experiences from Australia, Canada, United States, Japan, Africa and 
Europe 

 
Andrew DeWit, Professor, School of Economic Policy Studies, Rikkyo University, 
Japan (Session Chair) 
Yuriy Humber, President, Yuri Group, Japan 
Lachy Haynes, Energy Transition Partner, PwC, Australia 
Julian Ford, Chief Technical Officer, Vytas Limited, Australia 
 

1730 Closing Remarks  
1730-
1815 

Courtesy Networking Drinks Reception 

 
 
 

 
 
 

0900 Welcome from the Organiser 
 
Daniel Radz, Founder, Spire Events, Singapore 
 

Accelerating Critical Minerals Ecosystem  
0910 Premium Presentation 

 
Hon Bill Johnston MLA 
Former Minister for Mines & Petroleum; Energy; Hydrogen Industry; Industrial 
Relations 
Parliament of Western Australia, Australia 
 

0930 Premium Presentation: Opportunities and Barriers to Critical Mineral Production 
in Western Australia
 
Dr David John Honey - MLA, BSc (Hons); PhD; CChem; FRACI, Shadow Minister for 
State Development; Water; Hydrogen; Science; Innovation, Manufacturing & ICT, 
Parliament of Western Australia, Australia 
 

0950 Presentation: Critical Mineral Resources Opportunities in Canada 
 
Duane Robson  



Counsellor for Natural Resources 
Embassy of Canada to Japan 
 

1010 Premium Presentation: Deep Sea Mining’s Role in Japan’s Resources Security 
Strategy 
 
Brad Glosserman 
Deputy Director of and Visiting Professor, Tama University Center for Rule Making 
Strategies 
Senior Advisor, Pacific Forum, United States 
 

1030 Refreshments Break 
Advanced Manufacturing Critical Minerals Demand, Outlook on Mining Projects, Recycling, 

Processing, Technology Advancements & Green Energy Future 
1100 Special Address: Space Mining – How Miners Disrupt the Market by Igniting the 

Race to the Outer Space? 
 
Takeshi Hakamada 
Founder & CEO 
ispace, Inc., Japan 

1120 Premium Presentation: Seismic Shift in Geopolitics in Asia: Japan’s Response
 
Koichiro Matsumoto 
Managing Director, Research and Programs 
The Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA), Japan 
 

1140 Premium Presentation: Securing Future Critical Minerals for Energy Transition 
Goals - An Asian Perspective on Challenges and Issues 
 
Dr Nanda Kumar Janardhanan 
Deputy Director & South Asia Regional Coordinator 
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), Japan 
 

1200 Presentation: Critical Minerals Opportunities in Tasmania – a New Look at Old 
Deposits 
 
Dr Andrew McNeill 
Chief Government Geologist, Mineral Resources Tasmania (MRT) 
Department of State Growth, TAS, Australia 
 

1215 Presentation: Critical Minerals Processing - Current State and Potential in 
Western Australia 
 
Dr Charlotte Hall 
General Manager, Investment 
Department of Energy, Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety (DEMIRS), WA, 
Australia 
 

1230 Closing Panel Discussion: Building Critical Minerals Industry Partnerships, 
Securing Supply Chains Across Key Manufacturing Sectors, Advancing Critical 
Minerals Recycling & Processing & Attracting Future Investments in the Mineral 
Resources Sector 

• Addressing the impact of major disruptions including supply chain volatility, 
geopolitical risks, productivity, labour shortages & rising costs 

• Japan’s prospects for securing green minerals 
• How critical minerals affects global trade and impact they create on industries? 
• Identifying suitable projects for exploration opportunities and increasing project 

pipelines across minerals 



• Critical minerals future demand outlook for automotive, electronics & high-tech 
companies 

• Identifying suitable projects for exploration opportunities and increasing project 
pipelines across minerals 

• Facilitating the transition to domestic processing & manufacturing capacities 
for critical green minerals 

• Ramping up investments into minerals sector  
• How the finance sector can boost the their engagement and increase the 

funding? 
• Building reliable supply chains for critical minerals 

 
Dr Nancy Snow, Strategic Communications Advisor, International Security Industry 
Council (ISIC) Japan | Senior Fellow, Sympodium Institute for Strategic 
Communications (Session Chair) 
Dr Nanda Kumar Janardhanan, Deputy Director & South Asia Regional Coordinator, 
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), Japan 
Christopher Richter, Deputy Head of Japan Research, CLSA Capital Partners, 
Japan 
 

1310 Closing Remarks & End of Conference 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX 2 

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE: INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL REPORT 

 

MEMBER: ____Bill Johnston MLA___________________ 

ELECTORATE: ______Cannington__________________ 

 
In accordance with Part 6 of this Determination, within 90 days of expending moneys for international expenses 
using the Parliamentary Travel and Study Allowance, Members must submit to the Tribunal: 

 a report including details of: 
o how moneys were expended (see form below); and  
o the expected benefit to the State from the expenditure. 

 certification (see below) that: 
o use of moneys has complied with principles set out in section 1.6; and 
o expenses related to the Member's Parliamentary business. 

Members must submit the certification and report to submissions@sat.wa.gov.au 

Reports provided by Members will be published on the Tribunal’s website.  

 

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE (PART 6 OF DETERMINATION)  

INTERNATIONAL EXPENSES ONLY 

TRAVEL DATES: 22 September to 28 September 

DESTINATIONS VISITED: Tokyo, Japan 

ALLOWANCE CLAIMED: $7,447.37 

REPORTED EXPENDITURE: Airport transfer  336.35 

 Airfares 4557.03 
 Fees for conferences or short courses Nil 

 Accommodation 
o Number of nights 

1,470.34 

5 nights 
 Incidentals 240.00 
 Other (please identify)      Meals 1,180.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE $11,901.37 

TOTAL SURPLUS/DEFICIT  $336.35$ 
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EXPECTED BENEFIT TO THE STATE FROM THE EXPENDITURE 

Report on travel to Tokyo, Japan, departing Perth Sunday 22 September 2024, departing Tokyo 
Saturday 28 September 2024.  Official engagements in Tokyo from 24 September to 27 September 
2024 inclusive. 

 

Please outline the following: 

1. What was the rationale for the travel/why is the travel warranted…………………….. 

The rationale for the travel was to speak at and participate in the Critical Minerals Conference Japan, 
and then meet with key companies involved in Japan’s energy transition. 

 

2. Why was travel required to achieve this………………………………………………………………… 

It is only possible to engage with the variety of organisations at the one time by travelling to where 
they are, Tokyo.  I was able to have concentrated briefings from key participants in the global energy 
transition all in one place, and in just one week. 

 

3. In what way will the travel benefit the electorate and/or State………………………… 

Ensuring that Western Australian Members of Parliament are informed on the energy transition, and 
the expectations for the future of critical minerals, is essential for Western Australia’s future.  Having 
a clear understanding of Japanese perspectives is particularly critical. 

 

4. What was the community driver to undertake this travel…………………………………….. 

Climate change is the single most important issue confronting the community.  The future economy 
of Western Australia will be governed by the global pathway to “net zero”. 

Understanding critical minerals and the energy transition is an essential element for all WA 
Members of Parliament. 

 

5. Which was the host organisation for any conference(s) attended. Which other 
organisations/individuals did you meet with and in which locations………………………………. 

The Critical Minerals Japan Conference was conducted by Spire Events on behalf of the International 
Security Council of Japan.  It was held on Tuesday 24 & Wednesday 25 September 2024. 
 
These are the meetings I attended on Thursday 26 and Friday 27 September 2024: 



APPENDIX 2 

 

3 

 
Sumitomo Corporation 
 
Sumitomo Corporation states that “with its global network and based on trust from companies in 
various industries and from consumers, Sumitomo Corporation engages in multifaceted business 
activities by making the most of its Integrated Corporate Strength. These business activities include 
sales of a variety of products and services, import and export, trilateral trade, and domestic and 
international business investment”. 
 
 Briefing on Sumitomo’s investment in the Western Australian energy system, and the system’s 

transition to a low-carbon future. 
 Discussion of the opportunities for continued partnership into Western Australia. 

 
Mitsui & Co 
 
Mitsui & Co claims that they are “utilizing our global operating locations, network and information 
resources, we are multilaterally pursuing business that ranges from product sales, worldwide 
logistics and financing, through to the development of major international infrastructure and other 
projects in the following fields: Mineral & Metal Resources, Energy, Infrastructure Projects, Mobility, 
Chemicals, Iron & Steel Products, Food, Food & Retail Management, Wellness, IT & Communication 
Business, Corporate Development Business”. 
 
 Briefing concerning Mitsui’s continued investment into Western Australia’s resources sector, 

particularly our LNG sector. 
 Discussions of the challenges in bringing the next series of projects to final investment. 
 Reflections on the differences for investments in each industry sector. 

 
Mitsubishi Corporation 
 
Mitsubishi Corporation (MC) is a global integrated business enterprise that develops and operates 
businesses together with its global network of around 1,300 group companies. 
 
 Briefing from Mitsubishi’s energy team, focused on the LNG trade between Western Australia 

and Japan. 
 Briefing from Mitsubishi’s critical minerals team, focused on the company’s recent investments 

in Western Australia, global supply challenges, and future opportunities. 
 
JOGMEC (Japanese Organisation for Metals and Energy Security) 
 
Japan Organization for Metals and Energy Security (JOGMEC) was established on February 29, 2004 
pursuant to the Law Concerning the Japan Oil, Gas and Metals National Corporation, which was 
promulgated on July 26, 2002. JOGMEC integrates the functions of the former Japan National Oil 
Corporation, which was in charge of securing a stable supply of oil and natural gas, and the former 
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Metal Mining Agency of Japan, which was in charge of ensuring a stable supply of nonferrous metal 
and mineral resources and implementing mine pollution control measures. 
 
 Briefing focusing on the Western Australia – Japan LNG trade. 
 Discussions of the opportunities in critical minerals supply. 

 
Inpex Corporation 
 
Inpex Corporation states its main business is to “research, exploration, development, production and 
sales of oil, natural gas and other mineral resources, other related businesses and investment and 
lending to the companies engaged in these activities, etc”. 
 
 Discussion concerning the challenges around global LNG supplies, particularly focsused on 

Inpex’s Australian operations.. 
 

6. What will be the outcome of this travel…………………………………………………………….. 

 

Climate change is the single most significant global challenge that we face.  Responding to climate 
change is leading to the energy transition. 

Western Australia has an essential role in the energy transition, particularly as a source of critical 
minerals. 

It is a responsibility of all Members of Parliament to have a deep understanding of these challenges.  
This trip significantly adds to my understanding of these issues, and better prepares me to respond. 
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CERTIFICATION  

To be signed by Member of Parliament before submission  

This report reflects all expenditure for international expenses using the Parliamentary 
Travel and Study Allowance.  

Expenditure detailed in this report conforms to the: 

 conditions of use of the Parliamentary Travel and Study Allowance; and 
 principles for use of allowances provided in this 1.6 of this Determination, which 

states that Members must:  

(a) use allowances for parliamentary business: 
(b) adhere to any conditions for using allowances; 
(c) be prepared to be personally responsible and accountable for the use of 

allowances; 
(d) be prepared to publicly justify use of allowances; and 
(e) act ethically and in good faith when using, and accounting for the use of 

allowances. 
 

Signed:   

 

Date:   _______28 October 2024_______  

 

 



0800 Registration
Energy Transition, Decarbonisation, Critical Minerals & Government Policies

0850 Organisers’ Welcome Remarks

James Angelus, President, International Security Industry Council of Japan, 
Japan
Daniel Radz, Founder, Spire Events, Singapore

0855 Government Address: Critical Minerals & The Future of Mining in Australia

Allison Britt
Director, Mineral Resources Advice and Promotion
Geoscience Australia, Australia

0915 Keynote Address: Alliances in a Shifting Global Order & Geopolitics of the 
Energy Transition

Nobuo Tanaka
Chair, Study Group on Next Generation Nuclear Energy Utilization at Canon 
Institute of Global Studies (CIGS)
Chair, Steering Committee of Innovation for Cool Earth Forum (ICEF)
Executive Director Emeritus, International Energy Agency (IEA)
CEO, Tanaka Global, Inc., Japan

0930 Opening Keynote Panel Discussion: The Risks, Rewards & the Future for the 
Mining Industry in the Clean Energy Transition, Decarbonisation, Sustainability 
and the Role of Critical Minerals in the Security Imperative Context

• Are governments doing enough to understand the strategic necessity of 
critical minerals in current geopolitical climate?

• Developing, securing & diversifying global supply chains for critical minerals 
that are crucial to low carbon technologies and the global transition to clean 
energy future

• Importance of global alliances like Minerals Security Partnership to encourage 
public & private investments into resources sector 

• Improving countries cooperation to further the development of critical minerals
– views from the United States, Australia, Canada, Germany, Japan, the 
Republic of Korea, the United Kingdom and the European Commission

• Do minerals undergird great power competition and war? Role of resources in 
defence and security sectors

• What implications critical minerals impose on transportation, manufacturing of 
new batteries, solar, electric vehicle technologies, IT products and other
sectors? 

• Is undersea mining a new option for Japan?
• Impelling new investments for mining, processing & recycling projects
• Investments in graphite, manganese, lithium, cobalt, nickel, rare earths, 

uranium and other critical minerals
• Why Japan's government has added uranium to its list of critical minerals?
• How to attract investors in supporting the new projects?



• How we can adhere to the highest environmental, social and governance 
(ESG) standards? 

• Exploring space mining as new frontier in critical minerals exploration 
• Strategic approach for critical mineral projects: What makes good partnerships 

and why are they a vital component for investors?  
 
Nobuo Tanaka, CEO, Tanaka Global, Inc., Japan (Session Chair) 
Joseph Sopcisak, Technical Director, Department of Defense, United States 
Raphael Keller, French Minister-counsellor for Economic Affairs & Head of the 
Regional Economic Department Japan-Korea, Embassy of France to Japan, France 
Dr John Coyne, Head of Northern Australia Strategic Policy Centre | Head of Strategic 
Policing and Law Enforcement, Australian Strategic Policy Institute, Australia 
Hon Bill Johnston MLA, Former Minister for Mines & Petroleum; Energy; Hydrogen 
Industry; Industrial Relations, Parliament of Western Australia, Australia 

1030 Refreshments Break  
Supply Chain Sustainability & Defence and Security Imperatives 

1100 Keynote Address: India – A Key Partner in Supply Chains 
 
H.E. Sibi George 
Ambassador of India to Japan  
 

1120 Keynote Address: U.S. Department of Defense Efforts to Secure Critical Minerals 
Supply Chains 
 
Joseph Sopcisak  
Technical Director 
Manufacturing, Capability Expansion and Investment Prioritization (MCEIP) 
Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Industrial Base Resilience) 
OSD / OUSD(Acquisition and Sustainment) / OASD(Industrial Base Policy)   
Department of Defense, United States 
 

1145 Premium Presentation: How Critical Minerals Impact Security-Related Issues 
Today? 
 
Dr John Coyne 
Head of Northern Australia Strategic Policy Centre | Head of Strategic Policing and 
Law Enforcement 
Australian Strategic Policy Institute, Australia 
 

1210 Premium Presentation: Critical Minerals – Vytas, making it happen! 
 
Julian Ford 
Chief Technical Officer  
Vytas Limited, Australia 
 

1230 Presentation: France Strategy for Securing Supplies of Strategic Minerals & 
Metals 
 
Raphael Keller 
French Minister-counsellor for Economic Affairs & Head of the Regional Economic 
Department Japan-Korea 
Embassy of France to Japan 
 

1250 Networking Break 
1400 Panel Discussion: Exploring the New Mining Frontiers, from Sea Bed to Space  

& Implications for Security-Related, Military & Civilian Industries 
• Global prospects on undersea mining – is there an unlimited potential for 

exploration? 
• Can Japan become Critical Minerals Independent? 



• Economic, geopolitical and environmental impact of deep sea and space 
mining 

• Exploring new mining technologies to support those frontiers 
• Is military industry facing serious risks of mineral shortages? 
• Impact of diplomatic partnerships like Quad on resources industry 
• Strengthening minerals supply chains and security 
• The forecast for critical Minerals future in the new arms race 

 
Ms Miki Harai (Session Chair) 
Brad Glosserman, Deputy Director of and Visiting Professor, Tama University 
Center for Rule Making Strategies, Japan 
Takeshi Hakamada, Founder & CEO, ispace, Inc., Japan 
Kris Van Nijen, Managing Director, Global Sea Mineral Resources, Belgium 
 

Uranium – A Critical Mineral in Japan 
1445 Presentation: South Australia - Home to the World's Largest Uranium Resource 

 
Dr Bronwyn Camac 
Director, Geological Survey of South Australia  
Department for Energy and Mining, SA, Australia 
 

1500 Panel Discussion: Japan’s Increasing Reliance on Nuclear Energy for Net Zero 
Future 
 
Tom O'Sullivan, Founder and Managing Director, Mathyos Global Advisory, Japan 
(Session Chair) 
Dr David John Honey - MLA, BSc (Hons); PhD; CChem; FRACI, Shadow Minister for 
State Development; Water; Hydrogen; Science; Innovation, Manufacturing & ICT, 
Parliament of Western Australia, Australia 
Nicolas Vierge, Founder & Principal, Carbon50, Japan 
 

Mining Project & Technology Innovation Showcase 
1530 Presentation: How the Northern Territory Can Support Japan’s Critical Minerals 

Supply Chain? 
 
Dorothy Close 
Director, Regional Geoscience at Northern Territory Geological Survey 
Department of Industry, Tourism and Trade, NT, Australia
 

1545 Refreshments Break 
Financing & Investment 

1615 Premium Presentation: The Role and Importance of Strategic & Critical Minerals 
Resources in Achieving Energy Transition and Net Zero Future 
 
Andrew DeWit 
Professor, School of Economic Policy Studies 
Rikkyo University, Japan 
 

1630 Premium Presentation:  Accelerating Japan’s Critical Minerals Industry 
 
Yuriy Humber 
President 
Yuri Group, Japan 
 

1645 Premium Presentation: Facilitating Investments into Critical Minerals Projects – 
Opportunities & Challenges 

• Update and expand the analysis to quantify the number of projects currently in 
Australia’s critical minerals investable universe. 

• Analyse the data by the publicly available information (including projects by 
mineral, financial aspects including IRR and NPV, capex etc). 



• Evaluate the (a) options to close the gap between Australia’s mineral 
endowment and investable universe of projects and (b) implications for 
stakeholders, including major trading partners seeking to invest in critical 
minerals projects and secure offtake. 

 
Lachy Haynes 
Energy Transition Partner 
PwC, Australia 
 

1700 Panel Discussion: From Exploration to Production, Mining Financing & 
Investment Trends for Critical Minerals Projects 

• Outlook on battery metals, rare-earth elements, magnesium, graphite, 
tantalum, vanadium, nickel and other minerals 

• Examining the changing nature of equity and debt financing 
• What are the latest government grants & incentives available for the sector? 
• What types of projects are currently being financed? 
• Looking at commercial lenders financing options for mining and resources 

sector, especially the exploration industry for finding new deposits and 
developing new projects 

• Sharing experiences from Australia, Canada, United States, Japan, Africa and 
Europe 

 
Andrew DeWit, Professor, School of Economic Policy Studies, Rikkyo University, 
Japan (Session Chair) 
Yuriy Humber, President, Yuri Group, Japan 
Lachy Haynes, Energy Transition Partner, PwC, Australia 
Julian Ford, Chief Technical Officer, Vytas Limited, Australia 
 

1730 Closing Remarks  
1730-
1815 

Courtesy Networking Drinks Reception 

 
 
 

 
 
 

0900 Welcome from the Organiser 
 
Daniel Radz, Founder, Spire Events, Singapore 
 

Accelerating Critical Minerals Ecosystem  
0910 Premium Presentation 

 
Hon Bill Johnston MLA 
Former Minister for Mines & Petroleum; Energy; Hydrogen Industry; Industrial 
Relations 
Parliament of Western Australia, Australia 
 

0930 Premium Presentation: Opportunities and Barriers to Critical Mineral Production 
in Western Australia
 
Dr David John Honey - MLA, BSc (Hons); PhD; CChem; FRACI, Shadow Minister for 
State Development; Water; Hydrogen; Science; Innovation, Manufacturing & ICT, 
Parliament of Western Australia, Australia 
 

0950 Presentation: Critical Mineral Resources Opportunities in Canada 
 
Duane Robson  



Counsellor for Natural Resources 
Embassy of Canada to Japan 
 

1010 Premium Presentation: Deep Sea Mining’s Role in Japan’s Resources Security 
Strategy 
 
Brad Glosserman 
Deputy Director of and Visiting Professor, Tama University Center for Rule Making 
Strategies 
Senior Advisor, Pacific Forum, United States 
 

1030 Refreshments Break 
Advanced Manufacturing Critical Minerals Demand, Outlook on Mining Projects, Recycling, 

Processing, Technology Advancements & Green Energy Future 
1100 Special Address: Space Mining – How Miners Disrupt the Market by Igniting the 

Race to the Outer Space? 
 
Takeshi Hakamada 
Founder & CEO 
ispace, Inc., Japan 

1120 Premium Presentation: Seismic Shift in Geopolitics in Asia: Japan’s Response
 
Koichiro Matsumoto 
Managing Director, Research and Programs 
The Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA), Japan 
 

1140 Premium Presentation: Securing Future Critical Minerals for Energy Transition 
Goals - An Asian Perspective on Challenges and Issues 
 
Dr Nanda Kumar Janardhanan 
Deputy Director & South Asia Regional Coordinator 
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), Japan 
 

1200 Presentation: Critical Minerals Opportunities in Tasmania – a New Look at Old 
Deposits 
 
Dr Andrew McNeill 
Chief Government Geologist, Mineral Resources Tasmania (MRT) 
Department of State Growth, TAS, Australia 
 

1215 Presentation: Critical Minerals Processing - Current State and Potential in 
Western Australia 
 
Dr Charlotte Hall 
General Manager, Investment 
Department of Energy, Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety (DEMIRS), WA, 
Australia 
 

1230 Closing Panel Discussion: Building Critical Minerals Industry Partnerships, 
Securing Supply Chains Across Key Manufacturing Sectors, Advancing Critical 
Minerals Recycling & Processing & Attracting Future Investments in the Mineral 
Resources Sector 

• Addressing the impact of major disruptions including supply chain volatility, 
geopolitical risks, productivity, labour shortages & rising costs 

• Japan’s prospects for securing green minerals 
• How critical minerals affects global trade and impact they create on industries? 
• Identifying suitable projects for exploration opportunities and increasing project 

pipelines across minerals 



• Critical minerals future demand outlook for automotive, electronics & high-tech 
companies 

• Identifying suitable projects for exploration opportunities and increasing project 
pipelines across minerals 

• Facilitating the transition to domestic processing & manufacturing capacities 
for critical green minerals 

• Ramping up investments into minerals sector  
• How the finance sector can boost the their engagement and increase the 

funding? 
• Building reliable supply chains for critical minerals 

 
Dr Nancy Snow, Strategic Communications Advisor, International Security Industry 
Council (ISIC) Japan | Senior Fellow, Sympodium Institute for Strategic 
Communications (Session Chair) 
Dr Nanda Kumar Janardhanan, Deputy Director & South Asia Regional Coordinator, 
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), Japan 
Christopher Richter, Deputy Head of Japan Research, CLSA Capital Partners, 
Japan 
 

1310 Closing Remarks & End of Conference 
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APPENDIX 2 - PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE: INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 
REPORT (FOR THE 41ST PARLIAMENT) 

\ 

MEMBER: Hon Dr Sally Talbot MLC 

ELECTORATE: South West Region 

 
In accordance with Part 6 of this Determination, within 90 days of expending moneys for international expenses 
using the Parliamentary Travel and Study Allowance, Members must submit to the Tribunal: 

 a report including details of: 
o how moneys were expended (see form below); and  
o the expected benefit to the State from the expenditure. 

 certification (see below) that: 
o use of moneys has complied with principles set out in section 1.6; and 
o expenses related to the Member's Parliamentary business. 

Members must submit the certification and report to submissions@sat.wa.gov.au 

Reports provided by Members will be published on the Tribunal’s website.  

PARLIAMENTARY TRAVEL AND STUDY ALLOWANCE (PART 6 OF DETERMINATION)  

INTERNATIONAL EXPENSES ONLY 

TRAVEL DATES: 7 November 2024 – 21 November 2024 

DESTINATIONS VISITED: London and Edinburgh 

ALLOWANCE CLAIMED: $16,613.18 

REPORTED EXPENDITURE:  

 Airfares $10,013.18 
 Fees for conferences or short courses  

 Accommodation: Number of nights claimed 8 (actual 12) 
$3,200.00 

($5,853.89) 

 

 Meals: Number of days claimed 8 (actual 12) $2,920.00 
($3,400.00) 

 Incidentals: Number of days claimed 8 (actual 12)   $480.00 
($720.00) 

 Other (please identify) Train Fare London-Edinburgh-London $199.06 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE $20,186.13 

TOTAL DEFICIT (TOTAL EXPENDITURE MINUS ALLOWANCE CLAIMED) $3,572.95 
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EXPECTED BENEFIT TO THE STATE FROM THE EXPENDITURE 

What was the rationale for the travel/why is the travel warranted? 

As the second jurisdiction in Australia to legislate for voluntary assisted dying, the Western 
Australian experience is the subject of great interest to other jurisdictions contemplating similar 
moves.  I was invited to the UK to address a variety of groups and individuals about legislation to 
provide assisted dying in England, Wales, Scotland and the Isle of Man. I was part of a delegation of 
people with direct experience of legislating, implementing and delivering assisted dying services in 
different jurisdictions. 

Why was travel required to achieve this? 

While much of the initial discussion and planning for this trip was conducted online, the organisers 
felt that face to face discussions would enable a far deeper level of engagement with a wide range of 
individuals and groups who were keen to hear from people with direct experience of assisted dying 
legislation.  Traveling to London and Edinburgh in person meant that I, along with other members of 
the delegation, could address large public meetings, briefings and media events and attend one-on-
one meetings.  Those with whom I met at these forums and events included government, minor 
party and opposition members, public servants, medical clinicians, health service providers, lawyers 
and human rights advocates, as well as members of the public.  Importantly, experience 
demonstrates that long-lasting professional, supportive and collegial relationships are best initiated 
and maintained through personal face to face interaction. 

In what way will the travel benefit the electorate and/or State? What was the community driver 
to undertake this travel? 

Voluntary Assisted Dying began in Western Australia in July 2021, and as the 3rd Annual Report of the 
Voluntary Assisted Dying Board published in November 2024 shows, there is a high level of support 
for the scheme in WA.  The need to monitor the operation and effectiveness of the Act is recognised 
as a key driver in ensuring that the fundamental principles of the Act (as set out in Section 4 of the 
Act) are recognised and respected.  This is an ongoing function of the Voluntary Assisted Dying 
Board, as well as forming the basis for the recent statutory review. Having been a member of the 
Select Committee on End of Life Choices, the Voluntary Assisted Dying Implementation Leadership 
Team and the Review Panel for the statutory review of the Voluntary Assisted Dying Act, this 
engagement with jurisdictions contemplating their own models of assisted dying enabled me to 
explain to others how WA has navigated complexities involving issues like enduring consent, 
prognosis and oversight, thereby helping to enhance the reputation of WA as a state whose VAD 
legislation is consistent with globally established best practice standards.  At the same time, there is 
a clear benefit to the community of Western Australia in learning from others what measures they 
are considering in response to these complexities.   

Which was the host organisation and which other organisations/individuals did you meet with and 
in which locations? 

Meetings and media were organised by Dying In Dignity and Dying In Dignity Scotland. 
Meeting/events which I attended and addressed were as follows: 
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a. 12 November 2024 Press conference with political journalists and other key 
correspondents at Westminster to announce details of the Terminally Ill Adults (End of 
Life) Bill, attended also by Kim Leadbeater MP (the sponsor of the Bill), Lord Charlie 
Falconer, Peter Prinsley MP, Sir Max Hill KCB and various other stakeholders 

b. 13 November 2024 Media interview with the Daily Record 
c. 13 November 2024 Expert Panel Forum at Westminster with MPs and other interested 

parties 
d. 14 November 2024 Event with stakeholders and MPs in Parliament Square, London to 

promote the Dying Wish campaign 
e. 14 November 2024 Meeting with Hon Dr Alex Allinson, Minister for the Treasury 

Department, Member of the House of Keys (Parliament of the Isle of Man), the MHK 
who introduced the Assisted Dying Bill in that jurisdiction 

f. 19 November 2024 BBC Radio Scotland live interview on Good Morning Scotland 
g. 19 November 2024 Event in Edinburgh with stakeholders and Members of the Scottish 

Parliament (MSPs) to promote the Dying Wish campaign 
h. 19 November 2024 Individual meetings with MSPs to discuss the implementation and 

operation of Western Australia’s Voluntary Assisted Dying Act and the proposed Assisted 
Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 

i. 19 November 2024 Expert Panel Public Forum in Edinburgh with Liam McArthur MSP, 
the sponsor of the Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill, other MSPs and 
interested parties 

What will be the outcome of this travel? 

Acquiring an understanding of how other jurisdictions are responding to complex issues like 
enduring consent, prognosis and oversight is immensely helpful when it comes to maintaining and 
improving the strategies, policies and practices currently in place to meet the high expectations 
rightly held by Western Australians that the operation of our assisted dying legislation is consistent 
with the robust evidence base that has been established across the world.  The effective integration 
of all the component parts of end-of-life care, including palliative care, advance care planning and 
advance health directives as well as voluntary assisted dying is clearly to the benefit of all Western 
Australians and can only be enhanced by facilitating greater understanding of international best 
practice. 
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CERTIFICATION  

To be signed by Member of Parliament before submission 

This report reflects all expenditure for international expenses using the Parliamentary 
Travel and Study Allowance. 

Expenditure detailed in this report conforms to the:

conditions of use of the Parliamentary Travel and Study Allowance; and
principles for use of allowances provided in this 1.6 of this Determination, which 
states that Members must:  

(a) use allowances for parliamentary business: 
(b) adhere to any conditions for using allowances;
(c) be prepared to be personally responsible and accountable for the use of 

allowances;
(d) be prepared to publicly justify use of allowances; and
(e) act ethically and in good faith when using, and accounting for the use of 

allowances. 

Signed:  ___________________________________________

Date:   ____________________ 

___________________________________ ___________________________ _________________________________________________________ ________

__________________
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Net-Zero Industries Mission, Net-Zero Industries Award 2024 - Decarbonisation of 
Industry 

Awards presented by Australian Government Minister Chris Bowen and Leonore Gewessler, 
Austrian Minister for Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and 
Technology. 

Category - Young Talents – 13 entries, 3 finalists, Winner CEO of Mantel Capture Dr 
Cameron Halliday. 

Category - Female innovators – 15 entries, Winner Prof Karen Scrivener – for her low 
carbon cement project. 

Category - Outstanding Projects – 33 entries, Zero Emission Steel Technology (ZESTY) 
Calix Ltd, Australia (Philip Hodgson), a project that uses iron ore fines and can wait for 
cheap grid electricity. Fine iron ore particles are hit with hydrogen. This project received 
ARENA funding. The project is about to reach the 50,000 tonne modules size; it’s all about 
scaling up. 

Category - Special Prize for International Advancements – Solar Clinker Cemex S.A.B de 
C.V., Mexico (Cathy Mann) 

 

The awards were followed by a discussion with Moderator Dr Alan Monaghan, Global 
Mission Coordinator, MI Net-Zero Industries mission and David Higgins, Head of 
International Climate and Energy Division at the Dept of Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water. 

Central to this and many discussions was the development of ambitious, investible and 
implementable Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). 

Discussions focused on how long term and sector specific targets create NDCs that bring in 
private capital. 

Financing can be done through direct equity financing, avoiding reliance on sovereign debt 
financing options. The key message was that it’s all about de-risking so that the cost of 
capital is reduced. 

Interestingly, 85% of finance is going to OECD + China, while only 15% is going to the global 
south. The ongoing cost of capital discussion is the focus of the B20 taskforce. Central to 
this work is how to reduce the cost of capital – managing the risk premium. The good 
performance of developing markets isn’t being factored in because data isn’t readily 
available. We need a global macro credential regulatory market and we need to deploy the 
capital where the emissions are coming from. This work is encapsulated in the Hamburg 
protocol, being led by the German Government. The work builds on export guarantees and 
green export guarantees. 

During the course of the conference, many views were expressed about derisking 
international finance architecture with the hope this would maybe refined through the COP29 
declaration. It was noted that only the UAE and Brasil have submitted their NDCs. 
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