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Purpose

This document provides guidance to applicants and departmental staff for lodging and
managing mining tenement applications during the transition from the Geocentric Datum of
Australia 1994 (GDA94) to the Geocentric Datum of Australia 2020 (GDA2020).

It outlines the steps for applicants and departmental staff to: &

e Ensure accurate conversion between GDA94 and GDA2020 coordinates

¢ Maintain consistency between marking out and lodgement records. Q (L%

e Minimise administrative errors and legal risks during the transition
e Support compliance with updated regulations commencing 6 C@ 025. Q

Background g
rk under the

GDA94 has been Western Australia’s official geospQ rence fr
Mining Act 1978 since 11 April 2012. Over time, due t tural m

tectonic plate, the continent has moved approxi % 1.8 metr
Australia’s coordinates to become mlsathe global na\&
as GPS, unless regularly updated. g

f the Australian
movement causes
atellite systems, such

To maintain accuracy, the Australia nment ented a new datum known as

GDA2020. GDA2020 replaced GD rall ffICIa| standard for measuring on

14 October 2017 through t& aI Me sutement (Recognised-Value Standard of
ination 20

Measurement of Position) %
In Western Australia, and etroleum Regulations Amendment (Geocentric
Datum) Regulations came int from Friday 3 October 2025. This was earlier

than previously, & icated \'

*
The introducti%t DA202 ot change the physical area or boundaries of already
granted te Instead, coordinates of those tenements will be automatically

conve d GDA9%4 A2020, within in DMPE’s geospatial systems.

m com %ent of the Regulations (3 October 2025) marking-out and lodgement must
align wit 20. This change ensures that spatial data for tenement boundaries is
consi d accurate across Western Australia and aligns with national geodetic
standa

Transitional period

A transition period is acknowledged and planned for where it is expected that some
applicants will mark out their tenement using GDA94 coordinates before midnight on 3
October 2025 and lodge their application on or after 3 October 2025, when GDA2020 is the
required datum.
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This transitional period will be in effect from commencement until 17 October 2025.

This will result in different numbers appearing on the Form 20 (Marking Out), recorded in
GDA94, and the Form 21 (Application), which must be submitted in GDA2020.

In addition, some supporting documents (such as maps, statements and mineralisation
reports) may have been prepared pre-transition in GDA94 and accompany a post-
commencement application. {

Both the Form 20 and Form 21 mismatch described above, and any supp cume@
prepared in GDA94 will be accepted during the transition period provid (}
o The difference between the GDA94 and GDA2020 values m e knox@

shift \ (]/
e The physical pegged area on the ground is unchangedQ x
Applicants are advised to lodge a copy of the Forr@ the ap@t n.

The department will not reject applications solely he cos on Form 20 and
Form 21 or supporting documents do not exac h, ro@ ese were prepared
under the applicable framework in place abth they we

How DMPE will deal with ap 'S‘ions c@ e transition period
When assessing applications lodg ing thﬁ\s eriod DMPE will:

1. Verify any conversion \
o Use the departrr% oordinatemersion tool (within Tengraph) or approved

GIS system @ the conlversion between GDA94 and GDA2020.
o A dlffecer@ 1.8

K ted and acceptable.
2. Record thﬁ\&}atlon ’K
SOn

he syste he variation is due to the GDA2020 transition.

Q@tam ac f both the original (GDA94) and converted (GDA2020)
oordmat

& calate u xxcases

iscrepancy exceeds 1.8 m or there is concern about accuracy the

ication will be escalated internally for review.
RulesQost the transition period

From 18 October 2025 onwards:

¢ All application materials (forms and supporting documents) must be entirely in GDA2020.
¢ Any applications using GDA94 after this date will be invalid and rejected.
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