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RE: Power System Security and Reliability (PSSR) Standards Review 

Neoen welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission in response to Energy Policy WA’s 

Proposal 20 to amend the Power System Security and Reliability (PSSR) standards. This 

submission provides our views on the proposed amendments, with a focus on the amendments 

that may impact the connection process to the South West Interconnected System (SWIS).  

Neoen is an independent power producer with a long-term vision to produce renewable, 

competitively priced energy on a large scale. We have a significant pipeline of renewable 

generation and storage projects under development in the SWIS and therefore a strong interest 

in maintaining an effective and efficient local connections process. With a contribution to 

Australia’s energy transition of over 4.5 GW, and more than 8.5 GW globally, we consider we 

have considerable experience to share.  

General feedback on the proposal and consultation process 

It is Neoen’s view that Proposal 20 represents a complete overhaul of Western Power’s 

Technical Rules—that will introduce significant changes to the structure and requirements of the 

Electricity System and Market (ESM) Rules. While we appreciate changes to the Technical 

Rules are necessary as the nature of the power system changes, we are concerned that the 

process to-date has not allowed for adequate (nor sufficiently contemporary) consultation with 

industry, and we encourage Energy Policy WA to open a meaningful dialog with all stakeholders 

impacted by the proposed changes. 

Specifically, we understand Western Power first launched a discussion related to updating the 

Technical Rules in 2021, and the last submission to the WA Economic Regulatory Authority1 

(ERA) was more than two years ago in 2023. With the Western Australian energy sector 

experiencing significant and fast paced changes in recent years, inputs that are up to four years 

old are highly unlikely to represent the best available information and must be re-visited before 

any changes are agreed. 

Further, we note workshops held in 2021 on the subject had a narrow audience of only four 

organisations (Western Power, AEMO, Energy Policy WA and the ERA) and did not include 

other market stakeholders, such as Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) and generation 

and storage developers and owners—i.e. those directly impacted by any changes to the 

Technical Rules. 

 

1 2023, Western Power, Technical Rules Review – Submission to the Economic Regulation Authority , 1 September 2023, < 
https://www.erawa.com.au/sites/default/files/23555/ERA-Submission-Technical-Rules-amendments-supporting-document---Sep-
2023.PDF>. 



 

While we appreciate that Energy Policy WA has extended the period to comment on the draft 

Technical Rules, it is simply not possible to comprehensively respond to the document 

meaningfully without consideration of the current context and an open discussion on the 

rationale behind the desired outcomes. More generally, we are concerned that the proposed 

changes to the Technical Rules – if not properly and comprehensively consulted on – are at risk 

of repeating past inadequate changes to the NEM’s National Electricity Rules, many of which are 

in the process of being rectified. We consider that there is an opportunity for the WEM to benefit 

from this hindsight and develop a fit-for-purpose set of Technical Rules for the SWIS without the 

need for immediate corrections. 

Neoen therefore urges Energy Policy WA run a true consultation process on the 2023 Proposed 

Technical Rules themselves. We envisage this would include workshops with a wide range of 

market participants and stakeholders, including OEMs and owners and developers of inverter-

based and conventional generation. Only following the completion of such a process should 

Proposal 20 be pursued if Energy Policy WA seeks to ensure the effective and efficient 

development and operation of the WEM.  

Impact on the ESM Rules and transitional arrangements 

Implementing this proposal will most certainly impact on the ESM Rules, as well as the 

connection process they govern. The timing, design, construction and cost of implementing new 

generating and storage assets in the SWIS will bear the consequences of that, which may in turn 

hinder efforts to deliver a more affordable, reliable and sustainable energy for the future.  

Neoen supports the integration of certain aspects of System Standards and Connection 

Standards into the ESM Rules. A single reference for process and base standards is essential to 

optimising outcomes for new and existing connections and for ensuring the planning and 

operating framework for the SWIS aligns with the ESM Rules. At the same time, there should 

remain the opportunity for flexibility in managing the existing network to current standards, as 

expressed within the Technical Rules. 

We believe that each of the proposed Western Power amendments to be integrated into the 

ESM Rules requires further definition and consultation regarding each issue of concern, 

particularly determining the desired outcomes, and the best way to integrate these into the ESM 

Rules.  

Transitional arrangements for each change proposed should also be established to minimise 

impact on ongoing connection processes. It is not acceptable to allow Western Power to decide 

on a ‘case by case’ basis (as proposed in the 2023 Submission) which ongoing connection 

project must adopt the new Rules. The connection process should be clear, fair and consistent 

for all. Ambiguity on the transition process will decrease developers’ ability to make investment 

decisions.  

The form by which the proposed solutions may be integrated into the ESM Rules is at the 

moment unclear, as is the consequential adjustment to the Western Power Technical Rules. 
















